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SERMON L 

PRdlTBftBS iii. 17. 

Her nvayi are mfoys ofpleafantnefs^ and all her 
paths are peace. 

THERE are two opinions which the 
inconiiderate are apt to take upon 
truft. — ^Thefirftis — avidous life, is 
a life of liberty, pleafure, and happy advan- 
tages. — The fecond is— and which is the con- 
▼erfe of the firft — that a religious life b a fer- 
vile and moft oncomforuible ftate. 

The firft breach, which the devil made upon 
human innocence, was by the help of the firft 
of thefc fuggeftions, when he told Eye, that 
by eating of the tree of knowlcge^ fte fhould 
be as God, that is, fhe (hould reap fome high 
and firange felicity firom doing what was for* 
A 2 
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4 S E R M CT N 1. 

bidden lier.-*»But I need not repeat the fuc- 
cefs — ^Evc loarnt the diflTerence between good 
and evil by her tranfgreffion, which (he knew 
Bot before — ^but than ihe fatally learnt at the 
fame time, that the difference "^ras only this— 
that good ii that which can only give the mind 
pleafure and comfort — ^and that evil is that, 
which muft ncceflarily be attended fooner or 
later with (hame and forrow. 

As the deceiver of mankind thus began his 
triumph over our race — fo has he carried it 
on ever fince by the very fame argument of 
delufion. — ^That is, by pofleilmg men's minds 
early with great expeAations of the preftnt 
incomes of fin, — making them dream of won- 
drous gratifications they are to feel in follow- 
ing their appetites in a forbidden way — mak- 
ing them fancy, that their own grapes yield 
not fo delicious a tafte as their neighbours, 
and that they fhall quench their thirft with more 
pleafure at his fountain, than at their own. 
This is the opinion which at firft too general- 
ly prevails — till experience and proper feafons 
of refle^fbion make us all at one time or other 
confers— that our counfellor has been (as from 
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the 'beginning) an impofture=— and that inftead 
of fulfilling thcfc hopes of gain and fwectnefs 
in what is forbidden — that on the contrary, 
every unlawful enjoyment leads only to bitter- 
nefs and lofs. 

The fecond opinion, or, that a religious life 
is a fenrile and uncomfortable ftate, has prov- 
ed a no lefs fatal and capital falfe principle in 
the conduA of unexperiencc through life — the 
foundation of which miflake arifing chiefly 
from this previous wrong judgment — that true 
Eappinefs and freedom lies in a man's always 
* following his own humour — that to live by 
moderate and prefcribcd rules, is to live with- 
out joy — that not to profecute our paflions is 
to be cowards-'^ind to forego every thing for 
the tedious diftance of a future life. 

Was it tnie that a virtuous man could have 
no pleafure but what fhould arife from that 
remote profpedl — I own we ai'c by nature fo 
goaded on by the defire of prefent happinefs, 
that was that the cafe, thoufands would faint 
under the difcouragement of fo remote an ex- 
pe^ation. — But iA the mean time the Scrip* 
tures give us a very diflFerent profped of this 
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matter.— There wcari toldtiiat the fcrvicc of 
G(}d h true Kbciiy— ^that the yoke of Chrifti* 
aiiity is csdf in comparifon of that yoke wluch 
mtift be brought^upon us by any Other fyftem 
of living, — and the text tells of wifdom — ^by 
which he odeans Religion, that it has pletfant- 
nefs in its way, as well as glory in its end— «- 
that it will bring us peacd and joy flich as the 
world cannot give.— So that upon examining 
the truth of this aflertion, we (hall be fet right 
in this error, by feeing that a religious man's 
haj^inefs does not (land at fo tedious a dif* 
tsmce — ^but is fo preient and indeed fo infepar- 
able from him, as to be felt and tailed every 
hour — and of this even t^e vicious can hardly 
be infenfible, from what he may perceive to 
fpring up in his mind, from any cafual ad of 
virtue. And tho' it is a pleafure that proper- 
ly belongs to the good — ^yet let any one try 
die experiment, and he wiQ fee what is meant 
by that moral del^ht,'arifmg from the con- 
fcience of well*doing. — Let him but refrefli the 
bowels of the needy — let him comfort the 
broken-hearted— or check an appetite, or o- 
▼ercome a temptation — or receive an siffiront 
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tRrkli Uixq>^ mi Aie^lmfi-Trand lie Ihaftfind 
tb$ tacit pralfe of . what be had done, dartmg 
throug];! }ii$ Vi^4% .ag(;qii)p$Mued .inidi a fiacoDB 
pi^urp— coaifei^ncc pUyi^g themomtco^eTen 
^ tlie looie: aad . moft iaeonfidoatc^ in tfador 
aAaft-cafusd, adb of weUskmg,. and is, tike a 
TQi^^wliLrp^pg )>e}Mnd and fa jingi-*-tliia is 
tlid way of pleafa&tAe&-rtlii$ is tlie path of 
P^a^©r-walk {n it.-r- 

But to dQ f\^'tller juftice to the text, we 
Bmfi look beypnA this inwai^. rejcon^pence 
-v^ch ^ always inlepar?^bl§ from idrtoe — and 
take a yiew pf ^e outward adi^mtagps» which 
are as Weparajbk from it» and which the A- 
poftle pairticularly refers to, when it isiaid» 
Godlinefs has th^ promiie of thift life^ as well 
as that which is to come — ^and in this argOr 
' nent it is, that religion appears in all its glor 
Tj and ftrength — ^unanswerable in all its obli- 
gationsr— that beiides the principal Wiork which 
jit does for us in fecuring our future well-being 
in the other world, it is likewifethe moft e£Fec^ 
tual means to prompte our prefoit — ^and. that 
not only moraJfyf uppi^ account of that reward 
which virtuous a^op^ do. entitle a man unto 
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from a juft and a wife providence^-— but hy a 
natural tendency in themfelves, which the da- 
ties of religion have to procure us riches, health, 
reputation, credit, and all thofe things, where- 
in our temporal happinefs is thought to con- 
fift, — and this not only in promoting the well- 
being of particular perfons, but of public com- 
munities and of mankind in general , ag r e e 
able to what the wife man has left us on record, 
that righteoufnefs exalteth a nation : — info- 
much,— that could we, in confidering this ar- 
gument, fuppofe ouiTelves to he in a capacity 
of expoftulating with God, concerning the 
terms upon which we would fubmit to his go- 
vernment, — and to chufe the laws ourfelves 
which we would be bound to obferve, it would 
be impoilible for the wit of man to jframe any 
other propofals, which upon all accounts would 
ht more advantageous to our own interefts than 
thofe very conditions to which we are obliged 
by the rules of religion and virtue. — ^And in 
this does the reafonablenefs oif chfiftianity, and 
the beauty and wifdom of providence appear 
moft eminently towards mankind, in govem- 
mg us by fuch laws, as do moft apparently 
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tend to inake us happy, — and in a word, lA 
making that (in his mercy) to be our duty, 
which in his wifdom he knows to be our in- 
tereft, — that is to fay, what is moft conducive 
to. the cafe and comfort of our mind, — ^the 
health and ftrength of our body, — the honour 
and proiperity of our ftate and condition, — 
the friendihip and good-will of our feilowi 
creatures ; — to the attainment of all which, 
no more effedual means can poflibly be made 
ufe of, than that pl^n diredion, — to lead an 
uncorrupted life, and to do the thing which 
is right, to ufe no deceit in our tongue, nor 
do evil to our neighbour. 

For the better imprinting of which truth 
m your memories, give me leave to oflPer si 
few things to your confideration. 

The firft is, — that juftice and honefty con- 
tribute very much towards all the faculties of 
die mind : I mean, that it clears up the under^^ 
ftahdingfrom that mift, which dark and crook- 
ed defigns are apt to raife in it, — and that it 
keeps up a regularity in the aflFedions, by fuf- 
fering no lufts or hy-ends to diforder them. — 
That it likewife preferves the mind from all 
B 
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damps of grief andfodanclioly^ wliicfaare di# 
fare confeqaences of unjuft aAions; and that 
by fuch an improvement of the fincaltiesy at 
tnakes a man fb moch the abler to diicern^ and 
fo nmch the more chearful, adire asd diMgettt 
to mind his bufmers«--^Light is fown for the 
ri^kteous, fays the prophet, and gladaefs Sot 
the upright in heart.*-* 

Secon^y, let it be obfervedy**— dnt in the 
eontmoance and eonrie of a vixtaoos man's 
tfsors* there is little probd>iiity of his fidling 
into coi^deraUe dtikppointmemts or x:aiamitie5} 
>-T-«ot only becam& guarded by the providence 
of God, but that hontftyis in its owjx-JMxve^ 
flicfreeft from 4aagcr. 
. Fi;?ft,^ becao& fnch a one lays no pro^e^f 
which it is the intereft of another to blaft, and 
therefore needs ao ]2idire& methods or deceit* 
^1 pradices to iecnre his iotereft by under- 
mining others.-^The paths of virtue are plain 
and ftrak, ib that tkt blind perfons of the 
meaneft capacity, &e^ hot «rr.-^Oiflioneftf 
requires (kill to candud it» and as great ar|: 
to conceal — wiat it is every one*s ijitereft to 
dete^. And I i^iokXAced not i:ei9iu<i yofx 
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"bow oft it liappens in attempts of thia kia4 — 
wbere worldly mcn» in hafte to be rich, have 
over-run the only means to it« — and for wanfc 
of laying their contrivances with proper cun- 
nings or managing them with proper fecrc cy 
and advantage, have Joft lor ever, what they 
might have c^tainly fecured by honefty and 
plain-dealingd*-^Tbe general cau&s of the dif- 
appointments in their bufinefs, or of unhap^ 
pmcis in their lives^ lying but too manifeftl j in 
thor own difordfrly pafllons, which by at" 
tempting to carry them a fhorter way to riches 
and honour, difappotnt than of both for ever, 
and make plain their ruin is from themfelves, 
and that they eat the fruits, which their own 
hands have watered and ripped. 

Confider, in the third place, that as the 
religioi^ and moral man (one of which he can* 
not be without the other) not only takes the 
fureft courfe for fuccefs in his affiairs, but is 
diipofed to procure a hc^, which ncvw en- 
ters into the thoughts of a wicked one : for 
being conicious of upright intentions, he can 
look towards heaven, and with fcHue aflurancc 
recommend bis affairs to God's blefiing and 
B 2 
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dircdUon : — whereas the fraudulent and diflia* 
neft Man, dares not call for God's bleffing up* 
on his defigns, — or if he does, he knows it is 
in vain to expeft it. — ^Now a man who believed 
that he has God on his fide, a£ts with another 
fort of life and courage, than he who knows 
he ftands alone ; — like £fau, with his hand 
againft every man, and every man's hand a» 
gainfl his. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon therighteous, 
and his ears are open to their cry, — but the 
face of the Lord is againft them that do evil. 

Confider, in the fourth place, that an aH 
good governments who underftand their own 
intereft, the upright and honeft man ftands 
much fairer for preferment, and much more 
likely to be employed in ail things when fidelity 
is wanted: — for all men, however the cafe ftands 
with themfelves, they love at leaft to find ho-, 
nefty in thofe they truft ; nor is there any ufage 
we more hardly digeft, than that of being out- 
witted and deceived. — This is fo true an obfer- 
vation, that the greateft knaves have no other 
way to get into bufinefs, but by counterfeiting 
honefty, and pretending to be what they are 
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not ; and when tKe impofture is difcovered, as 
it is a thbufand to one but it will, I hare juft 
ikidy what muft be the certain confequence: — 
for when fuch a one falls,— *h6 has none to help 
him, — ^fo he feldom rifes again.-— 

This brings us to a fifth particular in rindi* 
cation of the text, — ^that a virtuous man has 
this ftrong advantage on his fide (the reverfe 
of the laft) that the more and the longer he is 
known, fo much the better is he loved, — ^fb 
much the more- trufted ; — ^fo that his reputati- 
don and hisfortune have a gradual increafe: — 
and if calamities or crofs accidents fhould bear 
him. down, — (as no one fbmds out of their 
reach in this world) — if he ;fhould fall, who 
would not pity his diftrefs,- — ^wpuW not fbetch 
forth his hand to raife him fi:om. the groubd ! 
' — ^wherever there was virtue, he might ezped 
to meet a friend and brother.— And this i^ not 
merely fpeculative, but fad, . confirmed by 
numberlefs examples in life, of men falling in« 
to misfortunes, ^hofe chara&er and tried pro- 
bity have raifed them, helps, and bore them 
jup,. when every other help has forfook them« 

LsiRlj, to fum up the account of the tem* 
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porll wirmtiMgta wMch probitj h$a on its fidCf 
— let us Hot fdrgtft tb^t greateft of all Iiappi- 
neis, which th« uixt reftri to>— in the exprtf* 
fion of all its pathb being pcace^-^^cace and 
content of niind» ariikig from thf confciouf* 
nefii of yirtoe» which is the true mi otiij 
foundation of all earthly foundiltion ; and 
where that is wanting, whateTcr other enjoys 
Aents yon beftot^ npon a wicked nian> they 
Kill as fooQ add a cubit td fai^ ftature as to his 
happinefs.— ^In the xnidft of the higheft entcr« 
tammentSy-^this, fifce the hand^writing upon 
the wall, will be enough to fpoil and dif-reliih 
the feaft ; — but nnich more fb, when the tu« 
muk and hurry of defight is crer^-^when all 

15 ftiU and fiient,— when the fisner has nothing 
to do but attend its laflies and remotfes ; — and 
this« in fpite of all the common arts of diver- 
fion, will be often the cafe of every wicked 
man ;-^for we cannot live always upon the 
ftretch ;— our faculties will not bear conftant 
pleafure any more than conftant patn ; — there 
will be fome vacancies ; and when there are, 
they will be fure to be filled with uncomfort^ 
able thought and black refle^ions^ — So that. 
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ietdng afid€ the great wfyr-ret^omngy tk« 
plea&ff€6of the wicked ^xeovovboogbt, ev^i 
m this world. — 

I eondude vnt^ oae obfcr^aiami Hpon tlie 
whole of this argHmeiit, whidi is this — 

Notwithftanding die great force with which 
it has been often nrged by good writers^ — there 
are many cafes which it may not readi» — ■-. 
wherein vicioos mem may Hum to enjoy thdr 
' pordoa of tihis life, — and iive as happy^ and 
fiadl-into as few troubles as other men :-^aiid, 
therefore, it is prudent not to lay more ftrefs 
upon this argument than it will bear: — but 
always remember to call into our aid, that 
great andmore unanswerable argument, whidi 
will anfwer die mod donbtfiol csdes which can 
be ftated, — -and that is, certainty of a future 
life, which chriftianity has brought to light* 
— However men may difFer in their opinions 
of the ufefulnefs of virtue for our prefent pur- 
pofes, — ^no one Was ever £o abfurd, as to deny 
it ferved our beft and laft intereft, — ^when the 
little interefts of this life were at an end: — 
upon which confideration we (hould always 
lay the great weight which it is fitteil to bear. 
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IS the (hx)ngeft appeal, and mod unchailge'^ 
9ble modve that can govern our anions at ail 
times. — ^However, as every good argument on 
the fide of religion fhould in proper times be 
made ufe of,-"— it is fit fometimes to eza,mine 
this,^ — by proving virtue is not even defUtute 
of a prefent reward, — ^but carries in her hand 
a fafficient recompence for all the felf-denials 
Ihe may occafion : — {he is pleafant in the way, 
—as well as in the end ; — ^her ways being ways 
of pleafantnefs, and all her paths peace«— « 
But it is her greateft and mofl diftinguifhed 
glory, — that ihe befriends us hereafter, and^ 
brings peace at the laft ; — ^and this is a portion 
Ihe can never be dilinherited of, — ^which may 
God of his mercy grant us all^ for the fake of 
Jefus Chrift. 
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pHitiFPiANS i|j^ 20. ift Part, , 
f (W ^ur eonvtrfaUoH is in heaven. 

THESE words sve the ;conchiiion.0f dne 
account which St* Paul renders of hioh- 
felf, to jufiify that particular part of his con^ 
dud and proceedingy*— his leaving fo firangdj, 
and defer^g liis Jewii A rites and co^emosiies, 
to whkfa he was known to have -been fotiheiv 
ly ^ much attached^ and in defence of 'whkdk 
he IboA been {o warmly:and ici remaric^y en- 
gaged. This, as it had been matter of ^>ro^ 
vocation againft himamongft his own oouatry^ 
men the Jews, fo was it^tio lefs ian>occa£on 
of furprize to the Gentiies ;-— that a perfon of 
his great charader, intei*eft and reputation,-— 
one who was defcended from a tribe of Ifrael, 
deeply (killed in the pjroftffions, and zealous 
in the ohfervances of the firaitejl feQ ef that 
C 2 
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relighu: wtohad their tenets inftilled isM 
him from hit tender years, under the inftita-' 
tion of the ableft matters;— a Pharifee him* 
felfy — the fon of a Pharifee, and lM*oiighrup at 
the feet of Gamaliel,— one that was fo deeply 
interefted, and an acceflary in the perfecutioa 
of another religion, juft then newly come 
up ; — a religion to which his whc^ ied^ 
as weU as himfelf, had been always the bitter- 
eft and moft inveterate enetnits, and were cen^ 
ftantly upbraided as ffKh,.by the firft founder 
of it ;— that a pcrfon fo befet, and hem'd in 
with interefts and prejudices on all fides, fltould 
after all turn profolyte to the very religion he 
had hated ;— -a rdigian too, under the moft 
«niver£il contempt of any then in the world, 
*— the chief leaders of it men of the k>weft birth 
and education, without any advantages of 
parts or learning, or other endowments to re- 
commend them : — ^that he fhould quit and a- 
bandon all his hnott privileges, to become 
merely a fellow-labourer with thefe, — that he 
fhould give up the reputation he had acquired 
amongft his brethren by the ftudy and labours 
of a whole life ; — that he fhould give up his 
friends, — his relations and family, from whom 
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lie eftranged and banifhed iiimfdf for life ; — 
this was an event fo veiy extraordinaiy, — fo 
odd atid unaccountable, — -chat it might well 
confound the minds of men to ^bifwer for it. 
-—It was not to be accounted for upon the 
common rules and meaiures of proceeding in 
human life.— « 

The apoftle, therefore, fince no one elfe 
could fo well do it for htm, comes, in this 
chapter, to give an explanation why he had 
thus forfaken fo many worldly advantages, — 
which was owing to a greater and more un» 
conquerable affedion to a better and more va- 
luable intereft, — that in the poor perfecuted 
faith, — ^which he had once reproached and 
deftroyed,^ — he had now found fuch a fullnefs 
of divine grace, — fuch unfathomable depths 
of God's infinite mercy, and love toward& 
mankind, that he could think nothing too 
much to part with in order to his embracing 
chriftianity ; — ^nay, he accounted all things but 
lois, — that is, lefs than nothing, for the excel- 
lency of the knowlege of Jefus Chritt. 

The apofUe, after this apology for himfelf^ 
— proceeds, in the fecond verfe before the text,; 
to give a very different reprefenution of the 
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worldly and fenfttsd prmciples of otlier pr«« 
tending teachers, — ^who had iet themfelv^ up 
as an example for men to walk by, againft 
whom he renews this caution: — For -maxiy 
walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are the 
enemies to the crofs of Chrift, — ^whofb end i$ 
deilrudton,»^whofe God k thdr belly, |md 
whofe glory is their (hame, who tnind earthly 
things,— ^if«r»7<^, — reliih them, making them 
the only objed of their wifhes, — taking aim at 
nothing better, 2nd nothing higher. — ^But our 
converfation, fays he in the text, is in heaven, 
— ^We chriftians, who have embraced a perfe- 
cuted faith, are governed by other confidera- 
tions, — have greater and nobler views; — ^here 
we confider ourfelves only as pilgrin^^and 
ftrangers. — Our home is in another country, 
where we are continually tending; there our 
hearts and affedions are placed ; and when 
the few days of our pilgrimage fhall be over, 
there (hall we return, where a quiet habitati* 
on and a perpetual i^ft is defigned and pre- 
pared for us for ever. — Our converfation is in 
heaven, fi^om whence, fays he, we alfo look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jefus. Chrift, who 
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ftaS change our vile body, that it may be &- 
ftioned like unto his glorioiis body, according 
to th)e working whereby he is able to fubdue 
ail things unto him. — It is obfenrable, that 
St. Peter reprefents the fiate of chrilBans un- 
der the fame image, of chnftians on earth, 
whofe city and proper home, is heaTcn : — ^he 
makes ufe of that relation of citizens of heaven, 
as a (brong argument for a pure and holy life, 
.«— befeeching theni as pilgrims and ftrangers 
here^ as men whofe interefts and connexions 
are of fo fhort a date, and fo trifling a nature, 
—to abftain from flefhly lufts, which war a- 
:gaiiift the foul, unEt it for its heavenly coun- 
try, and give it a difrreliih to the enjoyment 
of that pure and fpiritualized happ'nefs, of 
whifA that region muft confift, wherein there 
ftall in no wiie enter any thing that defileth» 
)aeither whatfoever worketh abomination.— 
The apoftle tells us, that without holinefs no 
man {hall fee God ; — ^by which, no doubt, he 
me^^y that a virtuous life is the only medium 
of happinefs and terms of falvation, — ^which 
can only give us admifHon into heaven. — But 
ibtne of bur divines carry the affertion further, 
that without holintrs, — without feme previ- 
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ous fimilicade wrought In the faculties t>f the 
mind, correfponding with the nature of the 
pureft of beings, who is to be the objed of 
our fruition hereafter ;^-that it is not morally 
only, but phyficaily impoffible for it to be hap- 
, {>y,— and that an imipure and polluted foul. Is 
not only unw<^rth7 of fb pure a prefence as the 
fpirit of God> but even incapaUe of enjoying 
hp could it be admitted. 

And here, not to feign a long hypothefis, 
as fome have done, of a finner's being adnut- 
ted into heaven, with a particular defcripdon 
of his condition and behaviour there, — ^weneed 
only confider, that the fupreme good, like any 
•other good, is of a relative nature, and confe* 
qu^tly the enjoyment of it muft require fome 
qualification in the faculty, as well as the en« 
joyment of any other good does;— there muft 
be fomething antecedent in the difjpofidon and 
temper, wluch will render that good a good to 
diat individualy—otherwife though (it is true) 
it may be podefled,— yet it never can be e&^ 
joyed. — 

Preach to a voluptuous epicure, who knows 
of no other happinefs in this world, but what 
ari&s from good eating and drinking ;— ^ch 
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a one, in the apoftle's language, whofe God 
was his belly ;— preach to him of the abftr«i^- 
dons of the focd, tell of its flights, and brifker 
motion in the pure regions of immenfity;— 
reprefent to him that faints and angels eat not, 
—but that the fjpirit of a man lives for ever 
upon wifdom and holinefs, and heavenly con- 
templations : — ^why, the only eflFedb would be, 
that the fat glutton would ftare a while upon 
the preacher, and in a few minutes fall faf]^ a- 
flecp. — ^No ; if you would catch his attention, 
and make him take your difcomie greedily, — 
you mufl preach to him out of the Alcoran, — 
talk of the raptures of fenfual enjoyments, 
and of the pleafures of the perpetual feafting, 
which Mahomet has defcribed; — there you 
touch upon a note which awakens and fmks 
into the inmoft receffes of his foul ; — without 
which, difcoiurfe as wifely and abftradedly as 
you will of heaven, your reprefentations of it, 
however glorious and exalted, will pafs like 
the fongs of melody over an ear incapable of 
difcerning the.diftindion of founds. — 

We fee, even in the common intercourfes of 
fociety, — how tedious it is to be in the com* 
pany of a perfon whofe humour is difagreeable 
D 
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to our own» though perhaps in aB other re* 
fptds of the greateft worth and exceliency««^ 
How then can we imagine that an iU-difpofed 
foul, whofe converfation never reached to 
htaven, but whofe appetites and defiresy to 
the kft hour, have groveled upon this uncltan 
^t of earth; — how can we imagine it (houki 
hereafter take pfeafure m God, or be abk to 
tafte joy 6r fadsfaaion from his prefence. Who 
k fo infinitely pure, that he ev«n putteth no truft 
in his faints,— nor are the heavens themfelvcs 
(as Job fays) clean in his fight.— The confide* 
ration of this has led fome writers fo for, ai 
to fay, with fome degree of iircverence m the 
expreffion,— that it Was not in the power of 
God to make a wicked man ^appy, if the foul 
was feparated from the body, with all ite vi^ 

cious habits and inclinations unreformed- 

which thought, a very able divine in our 
church has purfued fo far, as to declare his 
belief,— that could the happieft, manfion in 
heaven be fuppofed to be dotted to a grofs 
. andpoHuted fpirit, it would be fo far from 
being happy in it, that it would do penance 
there to all eternity ^— by which he meant, it 
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wotJd cany fuch appetites along with it, for 
which there could be found no fuitable objedls. 
<— Afufficient caufe for cenftant torment; — 
for thofe that it found there, would be fb dif- 
proportiened, that they would rather vex and 
upbraid it, than fatisfy its wants. — -This, it is 
true, IS mere fpeculation, — and what concerns 
us not to know ; — it being enough for our 
purpoie, that fuch an experiment is never liker 
ly to be tried, — that we (land upon different 
terms with God, — ^that a virtuous life is the 
foundation of all our happinefs, — that as God 
has no pleafure in wickednefs, neither fhall a- 
ny evil dwell with him ; — ^and that, if we ex- 
pe^ our happinefs to be in heaven, — we mud 
have our converfation in heaven, whilft upon 
earth, — ^make it the frequent fubje^ of our 
thoughts and meditations, — let every ftep we 
take tend that way,— every aiftion of our lives 
be conduced by that great mai-k of the prize 
of our lugh-calling, forgetting thofe things 
which are behind ; — forgetting this world, — 
difengaging our thoughts and affedions from 
It, and thereby transforming them to the like- 
nefs of what we hope to be hereafter. — How can 
we cxpeft the inheritance of the feints of light, 
D 2 
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upon other terms than what they themfelvef 
obtained it ? — 

Can that body ezped to rife and fhine in 
glory, that is a flave to luft, dr dies in the 
fiery purfuit of an impure defire ? Can that 
heart ever become the lightfome feat of peace 
and joy, that bums hot as an oven with anger, 
rage, envy, luft, andftrife? full of wicked ima- 
ginations, fet only to devife and entertain evil ? 

Can that flefli appear in the laft day, and 
inherit the kingdom of heaven in the glorified 
ftrength of perpetual youth, thatis now clear- 
ly confumed in intemperance, — fmks in the 
furfeit of continual drunkennefs and gluttony, 
and then tumbles into the grave, and almpft 
pollutes the ground that is under it ? — Can we 
reafonaUy fuppofe, that head (hall eVer wear 
or become the crown of righteoufnefs and 
peace, in which dwells nothing but craft and 
avarice, deceit and fraud and treachery,-— 
which is always plodding upon worldly de- 
figns, racked with ambition, — rent afunder 
with difcord, — ever delightful in mifchief to 
others, and unjuft advantages to itfelfw?- — Shall 
that tongue, which is the glory of a.maQ when 
rightly diredled, — be ever fet tp God's heaven- 
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Ij praifeSy and warble forth the harmonies of 
the blefled> that is now full of curfing and 
bitternefs, backbiting and flander, under which 
is ungodlinefs and vanity and the poifon of afps? 

Can it enter into oui* hearts even to hopCj 
that thofe hands can ever receive the reward 
of righteoufhefs, that are full of blood, laden 
with the wages of iniquity, of theft, rapin, 
violence, extortion, or other unlawful gain ? 
or that thofe feet (hall ever be beautiful upon 
the mountains of light and joy, that were ne- 
ver (hod^for the preparation of the gofpel, — 
that have run out of the way of God*s word, 
' — ^and made hafte only to do evil ? — ^no furely, 
—In this fenfe, — he that is unjuft, let him be 
unjuft ftill, — and he which is filthy, let him be 
filthy-ftiU. 

Hpw inconfiilent the whole body of fm is^ 
with the glories of the celeftial body that fKall 
be revealed hereafter, — and that in proportion 
as we fix the reprefentation of thefe glories up* 
6n our minds, and in the more numerous par- 
ticulars we do it, — the ftronger the necefiity 
as well as perfuafion to deny ourfelves all un- 
godlinefs and worldly lufts, to live foberly, 
righteoufly and godly in this prefent world. 
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as the only waj to oititk us to that bk^d^ 
neisfpoken of ia the R€velat^o^s--K>f thofe whp 
do lii$ commandmcptsv and have a right to 
the tree of life, and (hall enter into the gate$ 
of the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerufalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels ;-^to the general aflemblyand church 
of the firft-bom, that are vwitten in heaven^ 
and to God the judge of all, and to the fpirits 
of juft men made perfeS, — ^who have waflied 
their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. — 

May God give us grace to live under the 
perpetual influence of this expedtation, — ^that 
by the habitual impreffion of thefe glories up- 
on our imaginations, and the frequent fending 
forth our thoughts and employing them on the 
other world, — ^we may difentangle them from 
thiSf-^and by fo having our converfation in 
heaven whilft we are her^, we may be thought 
fit inhabitants for it hereafter; — that when 
God at the laft day (hall come with thoufands 
and ten thoufands of his faints to judge the 
world, we may enter with them into happi- 
nefs, and with angels and aixh-angels, and 
all the company of heaven, we may praife and 
magnify his glorious name, and enjoy his pre- 
fence for ever. Amen. 
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2 Peter iii, n. 

Seeing then^ that all thefe things Jhall he dif^ 
folved, — luhat manner of perfons ought ye 
to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs f 
looking and hajiening unto the coming of God. 

THE fubjedt upon which St. Peter is dif- 
courfing in this chapter, is the certain- 
ty of Chrift's coming to judge the world ; — 
and the words of the text are the moral ap- 
plication he draws from the reprefentation he 
gives of it, — in which, in anfwer to the cavils 
of the fcoflFers in the latter days, concerning 
the delay of his coming, — he tells them, that 
God is aot flack concerning his promifes, as 
fome men count flacknefs, but is long fuffer- 
ing to us ward ; — that the day of the Lord *will 
E 
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come as a thief in the nighty in nvhich the hea^ 
vens Jhall pafs aiuay ivith a great noi/e, and 
the elements Jhall melt nuith fervent heat^ the 
earth alfo^ and the nuorks that are therein Jhall 
he burnt up, — Seeing then, fajrs he, all thefe 
things (hall be diiTolyed, what manner of per- 
fons ought ye to be in all holy converiatioii 
and godlinefs ?— rThe inference is unavoidable, 
— at leaft in theory, however it fails in prac- 
tice ;— how widely thefe two di£F^, I intend 
to make the fubje<ft of this, di&eurie;. and 
though it is a melancl«>ly compariibn, to con- 
fider, * what manner of perfons wc r«<i/$r are,' 
with * what manner of perfons we ought to be,* 
yet as the knowlege of th^ one, is at leaft one 
ftep towards the improvement ia the othery*- 
the parallel will not be thought to want its 
ufe. 

Give me leave, there£n^, in the-firfl place, 
to i*ecall to your obfervatipas, -w^at kind of 
world it is we live in, and what manner of 
persons we really are. 

Secondly, and in oppofition to this^ I fball 
make ufe of the apoftle*s argument, and from 
abrief reprefenution of the Chriftian religion. 
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afid tbe obligations it lays upon tss, fliew, 
what manner of perfons we ought to be in all 
iiolyconver&taon and godlinefs, looking for and 
liaftening unto the cOAcung of the day of God. 
Whoever takes a view of the world will, I 
fear, be able to diicem, but very faint marks 
<£ this charader, either upon the looks or ac- 
tions of its inhabitants.^-Of all the ends and 
{nnfuits we are looking for, and haftening un- 
to, — this wo«ild be die leaft fufpedled, — for 
without running into that old declamatory 
cant upon the wickednefs of the age, — ^we may 
fay within the bouhds of truth,--that there is 
as little influence from this principle which the 
apoftle lays ftrefs on, and as little fenfe of re- 
ligion, — ^as finall a (hare of virtue (at leaft as 
little of the appearance of it) as can be fujp- 
pofed to exift at all in a country where it is 
countenanced by the ftate. — The degeneracy 
of the times has been the conunon complaint 
of many ages : — how much we exceed our 
forefathers in this, is known alone to that 
God ^o trieth the hearts, — But this we may 
be allowed to urge in their favour, they ftu- 
died at leaft to preferve the appearance of 
E 2 
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virtue ; — public vice was branded with public 
infamy,, and obliged to liide its head in privacy 
and retirement. The fervicc of God was rcr 
gularly attended, and religion not expofed to 
the reproaches of the fcomer. 

How the cafe (lands with us at prefent in 
each of thefe particulars, it is grievous to re- 
port, and perhaps unacceptable to religion 
herfelf ; yet as this is a feafon wherein it is fit 
we fhould be told of our faults, let us for a mo- 
ment impartiaUy confider the articles of this 
charge. 

And firft, concerning the great article of 
religion, and the influence it has a:t prefent 
upon the lives and behaviour of the prefent 
times ; — concei*ning which I have faid, that if 
we are to truft appearances, there is as little as 
can well be fuppofed to exift at all in a chrfftian 
country. — Here I fhall fpare exclamations, and 
avoiding all common place railing upon the 
fubjedl, confine myfelf to fads, fuch as every one 
-^ho looks out into the world, and makes any 
obfervations at all, will vouch for me. 

Now whatever are the degrees of real reli- 
gion amongft us, — ^whatever they are, the ap- 
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pearances are fh'ong againft the charitable fide 
of the quefHon. — 

. If religion is any where to be found, one 
would think it would be amongfl thofe of the 
higher rank in life, whofe education and op- 
portunities of knowing its great importance, 
fhould have brought them over to its intereft, 
and rendered them as firm in the defence of 
it, as eminent in its example. — But if you ex- 
amine the fadl, you will almofl find it a teft of 
a politer education and msirk of more fhining 
parts, to know nothing, and indeed care no- 
thing at all about it : — or if the fubjed hap- 
pens to engage the attention of a few of the 
more fprightly wits, — that it ferves no other 
purpofe, but that of being made merry at, and 
of being referved, as a (landing jeft to enliven 
difcourfe, when converfation fickens upon 
their hands. — 

This is too fore an evil not to be obferved a- 
mongft perfons of all ages, in what is called 
higher life ; and fo early does the contempt 
of this great concern begin to ftiew itfelf — that 
it is no uncommon thing to hear perfons dif^- 
puting againft religion, and raifing cavils a- 
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gaasAtittBSblt, at anageiitrlicnfotDeof dna 
would be hard fet to read a chapw in It.— 
Aad I may a4d, that of thofe ivh<«fe ftodc in 
kftowlcge is fomewhat larger, that for xht 
Bioft part it has^arcc any otfier fo«mdati<» td 
rdl on but the fii^dftg credk of traditioaal asftd 
feocmd-hsttd ob)e6tkms againft reveladon, 
which had they leiftu^ to read, they would 
find anfwei^d and coftlmcd a thoufand tbntt 
over.— But this by die way. — 

If we take a view of the public worfliip of 
Almighty God, and ob&rve in vihsit maniBer 
it is reverenced by paibns in this rank of IMe, 
whofe duty it is to fet an exanq)le to the poor 
and ignorant, wefliall find concurring evidence 
upon this melancholy argument— of a general 
want of aH outward demonftration of a isnfe 
of oar duty towards Godj as if rtligion was a 
bufinefs fit only to employ tradcfmen and me- 
chanics — and the feivation of our foul*, a 
concern utterly below the confideration of t 
peribn of figure and confequence. — ^ 

I (hall fay nothing at prefent of the lower 
ranks of mankind — though they have not yet 
got into the fafhion of laughing at religion, 
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Mod ireatiQg it with firom aad CQntempt^ and 
I: believe are too ienons a&t ofxteatoces eirer 
to come into it:;, yet we.are not toiisa^iiiiebut 
that the contempt it is lield in hf tibofeiviiaft 
^camples they are txu> apt to imkate, will in 
dme utterlj fhake their principles^ andrendcr 
tbcm, if not as prophsme^ at leaft a& oorropt 
as tfaexr betters,**-^Whe& diis erenthappesfr-* 
and we begin xo^ feel tiie effeds of if in onr 
dealings with them, tho& wfao-have dene the 
mischief will find the iKoefl^ atlaftiof turn* 
ing religious in their own. dcfimce, and. for 
want of a better pdnciple, to fet an example 
of piety and good morais for their own inte-* 
reft and convemeoce. — 

Thus much for dhe langoifyng ftate of re- 
ligi^i in the pvelent age ; — ^in Yirtac and 
good morals perhaps tho account may ftand 
higher. ^ 



Ijet us enquire- 



And here, I ackno¥4ege, that an unexpe- 
rienced man, who heard how loudly we aU 
talked in belolf of vistoe and moral honefty; 
and how unanin^us we were all in our cry a- 
gainft viciom chata^ers of all denoimnationSy 
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would be. apt haftlly to conclude, that the 
whole world was in an uproar about it — and 
that there was fo general a horrour and dc- 
tellation of vice amongfl us, that mankind 
were all affociating together to hunt it out o£ 
the world, and give it no quarter, — ^This I 
own would be a natural conclufion for any one 
who only trufted his ears upon this fubjed. — 
But as matter of £ai£t is allowed better evidence 
than hear-fay — let us fee in the prefent how 
the one cafe is contradicted by the other. 

However vehement we approve ourfelves in 
difcourfe againft vice — I believe no one is ig- 
norant that the reception it a(5tuaUy meets 
with is very diflFer'ent — the conduft and beha^ 
viour of the world is fo oppolite to their lan- 
guage, and all we hear fo contradicted by what 
we fee, as to leave little room to queftion 
which fenfe we are to truft, — 

Look, I befeech you, amongft thofe whofe 
higher ftations are made a (belter for the li- 
berties they take, you will fee, that no man's 
chara<Eter is fo infamous, nor any woman's fo 
abandoned, as to be vifited and admitted free- 
ly into ill companies, and, if the party can 
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pay for it, even publicly to be courted, car- 
ireiled, and flattered. — If this will not over- 
throw the credit of our virtue, — take a fliort 
view of the general decay of it, from the fa- 
fhionable excelTes of the age, — in favour of 
which there feems to be formed fo ftrong a 
party, that a man of fobriety, temperance, and 
regularity, fcarce knows how to accommodate 
himfelf to the fociety he lives in, — and is oft 
as much at a Jofs how and where to difpofe of 
himfelf; — and unlefs you fuppofe a mixture of 
conftancy in his temper, it is great odds but 
fuch a one would be ridiculed, and laughed 
out of his fcruples and his virtue at the fame 
time ; — ^to fay nothing of occafional rioting, 
chambering and wantonnefs. — Confider how 
many public markets are eftablilKed merely for 
the fale of virtue, — where the manner of go- 
ing, too fadly indicates the intention; — and 
the difguife each is under, not only gives 
power fafely to drive on the bargain, but too 
often tempts to carry It into execution too. — 
This finning under difguife, I own, feems 
to carry fome appearance of a fecret homage 
to virtue and decoinim, and might be acknow- 
F 
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leged as fuch, was it not the only public n^ 
(lance the world feems to give of it. — ^In other 
cafes, a jufl fenfe of ihame feems a matt^ of 
fo little concern, that inftead of any regulari- 
ty of behaviour, you fee thoufands who are 
tired with the very form of it, and who at 
length have even thrown the mafk of it zfide, 
as a ufelefs piece of incumbrance. — ^This I be- 
lieve will need no evidence, it is too evidently 
feen in the open liberties taken every day, in 
defiance (not to fay of religion) but of decency 
and common good manners ;— 'fo that it is no 
uncommon thing to behold vices, which here- 
tofore were committed , only in dark comers, 
now openly Ihew their face in broad day, and 
oft times with fuch an air of triumph, as if the 
party thought he was doing himfelf honour ,^ — 
or that he thought the deluding an unhappy 
creature, and the keeping her in a ftate of 
guilt, was as neceflary a piece of grandeur as 
the keeping an equipage, — and did him as 
much credit as any other appendage of his 
fortune. — 

If we pafs on from the vices to the indeco- 
rums of the age (which is a fofter name for 
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vices) you will fcarce fee any thing, in what 
is called higher life, but what befpeaks a ge- 
neral relaxation of all order and difcipline, in 
which our opinions as well as manners feero to 
be fet loofe from all reftraints ; — and, in truth, 
from all fcrious reflexions too : — and one may 
venture to fay, that gaming and extravagance, 
to the utter ruin of the greateft eftates, — minds 
diflipated with diverfions, and heads giddy 
with a perpetual rotation of them, are the 
moft general characters to be met with ; and 
though one would expedb, that at leaft the 
more folemn feafons of the year, fet apart for 
the contemplation of Chrift's fufferings, fhould 
give fuch a check and interruption to them, 
yet what appearance is there ever amongft us, 
that it b fo ; — what one alteration does it make 
in the courfe of things ? Is not the doftrine of 
mortification infulted by the fame luxury of 
entertainments at our tables ? — is not the fame 
order of diverfions perpetually returning, and 
fcarce any thing elfe thought of? — does not 
die fame levity in drefs, as well as difcourfe, 
fliew itfelf in perfons of all ages, for it is no 
F 2 
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fmall agravation of the corruption of our mo- 
rals, that age, which by its authority was 
once able to frown youth into fobriety and 
better manners, and keep them within bounds, 
feems but too often to lead the way, — and by 
their unfeafonable example give a countenance 
to follies and weaknefs, which youth is but too 
apt to run into without fuch a recommendati- 
on.— Surely age, — which is but one remove 
from death, ihould have nothing about it, 
but what looks like a decent preparation for it. 
— In purer times it was the cafe, — but now, 
grey hairs themfelves fcarce ever appear, but 
in the high mode and flan ting garb of youth, 
— with heads as full of pleafure, and cloaths 
as ridiculoufly, and a^much in the faftiion, as 
the perfon who wears them is ufually grown 
out of it : — upon which article give me leave 
to make a ihort refledlion ; which is this, that 
whenever the eldeft equal the youngeft in the 
vanity of their drefs, there is no reafon to 
be given for it, but that they equal them, if 
not furpafs them, in the vanity of their 
defires. — 

But this by the by. 
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Though in truth the obfervation falls in 
with the main intention of this difcourfc,— • 
which is not framed to flatter our follies, or. 
touch them with a light hand, but plainly to 
point them out; that by recalling to your 
mind, what manner of pcrfons we really are, 
I might better lead you to the apoftle's infe- 
rence, of what maimer of perfons ye ought 
jo be,, in all holy converfatioi^ and godlinefs? 
* looking for, and haftening unto the coming 
of the day of God. — 

The apoftle, in the concluding verfe of this 
argument, exhorts, that they who look for 
fuch things be diligent, that they be found of 
him in peace, without fpot, and blamelefs ; — 
and one may conclude with him, that if the 
hopes or fears, either the reafon or the pafli- 
ons of men are to be wrought upon at all, it 
muft be from the force and influence of this a- 
wakening confideration in the text : — ** That 
all thefe things fliall be diflblved, — that this 
vain and perilhable fcene muft change, that 
we who now tread the flage, muft Ihortly be 
fummoned away ; — that we are creatures but 
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of a day, haftening unto the place from whence 
we ihall return no more ; — that whilft we are 
here, — our condud and behaviour is minute- 
ly obferved; — that there is a Being about 
our paths and about our beds, whofe omni- 
fcient eye fpies out all our ways, and takes a 
faithful record of all the paflages of our lives ; 
— that thefe volumes ihall be produced, and 
men fhall be judged out of the things that are 
written in them ; — ^that without refped of per- 
fons, we fhall be made accountable for our 
thoughts, our words and adions to this great- 
eft and beft of Beings, before whofe judgment- 
feat we muft finally appear, and receive the 
things done in the body, whether they are 
good, or whether they are bad. — 

That to add to the terror of it, — this day 
of the Lord will come upon us like a thief in 
the night ;•— of that hour no one knoweth ; — 
that we are not fure of its being fufpended 
one day or one hour; or, what is the fame 
cafe, — -that we are ftanding upon the edge of 
a precipice, with nothmg but the fingle 
thread of human life to hold us up ; — ^and 
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that if we fall anprqpared in this thoughtlefs 
ftate, we are loft) and muft perifh for ever- 
more. — 

What manner of perfbns we ought to be, 
upon thefe principles of our religion, St. 
Peter has told us, in all holy converfation 
and godlinefs ; — and I (hall only remind, 
how different a firame of mind, the looking 
for, and haftening unto the coming of God, 
under fuch a life, is, from that of fpending 
our days in vanity, and our years in plea- 
fure. — 

Give me leave, therefore, to conclude in 
that merciful warning, which our Saviour, 
the judge himfelf, hath given us, at the clofe 
of the fame exhortation. — 

Take heed to yourfelves, left at any time 
your hearts be over-charged with furfeiting, 
and drunkennefs, and the care of this life ; 
— ^and fo that day come upon you unawares ; 
— ^for as a fnare (hall it come upon all that 
dwell on the face of the whole earth. — 
Watch therefore, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to efcape all thefe 
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things that ihall come to pafs, and to ftand 
bcfwc the Son of man. Which may God 
o£ his mercy grant, through Jefus Chrift 
Amen 
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St. PETER'S Chaxa^. 
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SERMON IV. 



Acts in. 12. 

And when Peter /anv it, he answered unto the 
people y Te men of Ifraely nuhy marvel ye at 
this ? or *why look ye fo earnejily on us, as 
though hy our onvn po*wer or holinefs nve had 
made this man to nualk P 

THESE words, as the text tells us, were 
fpokc by St. Peter, on the occafion of 
his miraculous cure of the lame man, who was 
laid at the gate of the temple ; and, in the be- 
ginning of this chapter, he afked an ajms of 
St, Peter and St. John, as they went up to- 
gether at the hour of prayer ; — on whom St. 
Peter fattening his eyes, as in the 4th verfe, 
and declaring he had no fuch relief to give 
him as he expefted, having neither fdver nor 
G 2 
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gold, — but that fuch as he had, the benefit of 
that divine power which he had received from 
his Mafter, he would impart to him, — he com- 
mands him forthwith, in the name of Jefus 
Chrrft of Nazareth, to rife up and walk. — 
And he took him by the hand and lifted him 
up, and immediately his feet and ancle-bones 
received ftrength; and he leaped up, flood 
and walked, and entered with them into the 
temple, leaping and pratfing God,-*** 

It feems he had 'been born lame, «had paf- 
led a whole life of deipair, wkhout hopes of 
ever being r eftoi'cd ; — fo that the immediate 
fenfe of ftrength and a&lvity cotnmunidated 
to him at once, in fo furprifing and unfought- 
fbr a manner, caft him into the tranfport of 
mind natural to d man fo benefited beyond 
.his expedtation.— Sothat 'the amazing inftance 
^of a fupernatural power; — the notoriety t)f 
fa6l, wrought at the hour of prayer y — ^^the 
unexceptionablenefs of the abje»fl, — that it was 
no impofture, — for they knew that it was he 
which fat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the 
temple ; — the unfeigned expreflions of an en- 
raptured heart almoft befide itfelf, confirming 



d by Google 



S E R M O N IV. 53 

the whole; — the man that ^^as healed, in the 
lOthTerfe, holding his beriefacaors, ^cter and 
John, entering liito the temple with them, 
■W^alking and leiprng, klid Jjraifing God; — 
the great fconcoui*fe of people, drawn together 
by this event, in the nth verfe, for they all 
rato unto them, into the porch that was called 
Solomon's, greatly wondering.— ;Sure never 
was fuch a fair opportunity for an ambitious 
tatnd to have eftabliflied a charafter of fupe- 
fior gobdiiefs and power. — ^To a man fet up- 
on this world, who fought his own praife and 
honour, what an invitation would it have been 
to have turned thefe eh-cumftances to fuch a 
pnrpofe ; — to have fallen in with the paffions 
of an aftonifhed and grateful city, prepofleff- 
ed, from what had happened, fo ftrongly in 
his favour already, that little art or manage- 
ment was requifite to have improved their 
wonder and good opinion into the higheft re- 
verence of his fan<5bity, awe of his perf6n, or 
whatever other belief ihould be neceflary to 
feed his pnde, or ferve fecret ends of glory 
and intereft, — A rtiind, not fufficiently morti- 
fied to the world, might have been tempted 
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here to have taken the honour, due to God—* 
and transferred it to himfelf, — He might — ^not 
fb— a difciple of Chrift : for when Peter faw 
it, — ^when he faw the propenfity in them to be 
mifled on this occafion, — ^he anfwered and faid 
unto the people, in the words of the text, — 
Ye men of IfracI, why marvel ye at this ? or 
why look you fo eamefUy on us, as though 
by our own power and hollnefs we had made 
this man to walk ? — the God of Abraham, and 
of Ifaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fa- 
thers, hath glorified his fon Jefus, 

O holy, and blelTed apoftle ! 

How would thy meek and mortified fpirit 
fatisfy itfelf in uttering fo humble and fo juft 
a declaration? — What an honed triumph 
wonldft thou tafte the fweets of, — in thus con- 
quering thy paflion of vain glory, — keeping 
downthy pride,— difclaiming the praifes which 
fhould have fed it, by telling the wondering 
fpedators. It was not thy own power, — it was 
not thy own holinefs, which had wrought this, 
— thou being of like pafllons and infirmities ; 
— but that it was the power of the God of A- 
braham, — the holinefs of thy dear Lord» 
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whom they crucified, operating by fiadth thro' 
thee, who waft but an inftrument in his hands. 
•^If thus honeftly declining honour, which 
the occafion fo amply invited thee to, take ; — 
if this would give more fatisfadion to a mind 
like thine, than the loudeft praifes of a mif^ 
taken people, what true rapture would be ad- 
ded to it from the reflection, — thlt in this in- 
ftance of felf-denial— thou hadft not only done 
wellj — but, what was a ftill more endearing 
thought, that thou hadft been able to copy 
the example of thy divine Mafter, who, in ho 
adion of his life, fought ever his own praife, 
but, on the contrary, declined all poflible oc- 
cafions of it ; — and in the only public inftance 
of honour which he fuflFered to be given him 
in his entrance into Jerufalem, — thou didft 
remember, — it was accepted with fuch a mix- 
ture of humility, that the prediction of the 
prophet was not more exadly fulfilled in the 
hofannas of the multitude, than in the meek- 
nefs wherewith he received theih, lowly and 
fitting upon an afs. — ^How could a difciple fail 
ei profiting by the example of fo humble a 
mafter, whofe whole courfe of life was a par- 
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ticular le^lure to this virtue, and, in cy^aT; m? 
fiance of it, fhewed plainly he came not to 
ihare the pride and glories of life, or^gr^t^j^ 
the carnal expedation of ambitions folio we?:;?; 
which, had he a£Fe6led external pomp, he 
might have accompiiihed, by engrofl^ig, as 
he could have done by a word, all the riches 
of the world; and by the fplendour ,of ,bi$ 
court, and dignity of his pei-fon, had bee^ 
greater than Solomon in all his ^Iprjj and 
have attr^^ed the applaufe and admiration of 
the world : — 'thb every difciple knew was i^. 
his power; — fo that the meannefs of his^irth, 
— the toils and poverty of his life,— the low 
offices in which he was engaged, by preachf 
ing the gofpel to the poor— the numberieft 
dangers and inconveniencies attending the ex- 
ecution^' — ^were all voluntary.— This humble 
choice both of friends and family out of. th« 
meaneft of the people, — amongft whoin be apr 
peared rather as a fervant than a nialler» com? 
ing not, as he often told them, to be miniftcr 
red unto, but to minifter,, — and as the pro* 
phet had foretold in that mournful defcripdoix 
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of him, having no form nor comelinefs, nor 
any beauty that we fhould defire him, — 

How could a difciple, you'll fay, refleft 
without benefit on this amiable character, with 
iJl the other tender pathetic proofs of humili- 
ty, which his memory would fuggeft had hap- 
pened of a piece with it, in the courfe of his 
matter's life ; — but particularly at the condu- 
fion and great catallrophe of it, — at his cru- 
cifixion ; the impreffions of which could never 
be forgotten, — When a life full of fo many 
engaging inftances of humility, was crowned 
with the moft endearing one of humbling him- 
felf to the death of the crofs, — the death of a 
Have and malefactor, — fuflFering himfelf to be 
led like a lamb to the flaughter, — dragged to 
Calvary without oppofition or complaint, and 
as a (heep before his (hearer is dumb, opening 
not his mouth. — 

O bleffed Jefus! well might a difciple of 
thine learn of thee to be meek and lowly of 
heart, as thou exhortedft them all, for thou 
waft meek and lowly : — well might they pro- 
fit, when fuch a lefFon was feconded by fuch 
an example ! — It is not to be doubted what 
H 
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force this mud have had on the anions of thofe 
who were attendants and conftant followers 
of our Saviour on earth ; — faw the meeknefs 
6f his temper in the occurrences of his life >and 
.the amazing proof of it at his death, who, 
though he was able to call down legions of 
angels to his refcue, or by.a fmgle z€t of om- 
nipotence to have deftroyed his enemies ; yet 
fuppreifed his almighty power, — ^neither rc- 
fented—- or revenged the indignity done him, 
but patiently fuffercd himfelf to be numbered 
with the tranfgreflbrs, — 

It could not well be otherwife, but that e- 
very ey e-witnefs of this muft have been wrought 
upon, in fbme degree, as the apoftle, to let 
the fame mind be in him which was alfo in 
Chiift Jefus, — Nor will it.be difputed how 
much of the honour of St, Peter's behaviour 
in the prefent tranfadion might be owing to 
the impreillons he received, on that memor- 
able occafion of his Lord's death, fmking flill 
deeper, from the aflPedling rememberance of the 
many inftances his mafter had given of this en- 
gaging virtue in the courfe of his life. — 

St. Peter certainly was of a warm and fen- 
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fible nature, as we may colled from the fa- 
cred wridngs, — a temper fitteft to receive all 
the advantages which fuch impreflions could 
give ;— and therefore, as it is a day and place 
facred to this great apoftle, it may not be un- 
acceptable, if I engage the remainder of your 
time> in a fhort effay upon his charaAer, prin- 
cipally as it relates to this particular difpofiti- 
on of heart, which is the fubjedt of the dify 
courfe. — 

This great apoftle was a man of diftinAion 
amongft tlft difdples, — and was one of fuch 
virtues and qualifications, as feemed to have 
recommended him more than the advantage 
of his years, or knowlege. — 

On his firft admiflion to our Saviour's ac- 
quaintance, he gave a mod evident teftimony. 
diat he was a man of real and tender goodnefs, 
when being awakened by the miraculous 
draught of the fifhes, as we read in the fifth 
of St. Luke, and knowing the author muft 
neceflarily be from God, he fell down inftant- 
ly at hb feet, — ^broke out into this humble and 
pious reflexion ; — Depart from me, for I am 
a finful man, O Lord!— The cenfure, you 
H 2 
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will fay, exprefles him a fmful man,J — but fo 
to cenfure himfelf, — ^with fuch unaffected mo- 
defty, implies more effedlually than any thing 
elfe could, — that he was not in the commoa 
fenfe of the word, — a fmful, but a good man, 
who, like the publican in the temple, was no 
lefs juftified, for a felf-accufation extorted mere- 
ly from the humility of a devout heart jealous 
of its own imperfedlions. — And though the 
words, depart from mcy carry in them the face 
of fear, — yet he who heard them, and knew 
the heart of the fpeaker, found they carried 
in them a greater meafure of defire.— ^For 
Peter was not willing to be difcharged from 
his new gueft, but fearing his unfitnefs to ac- 
company him, longed to be made more worthy 
of his converfation. — A meek and modefi dif- 
truft of himfelf, feemed to have had no finall 
fhare, at that time, in his natural temper and 
complexion ; and though it would be greatly 
improved, and no doubt much better princi- 
pled by the advantages on which I enlarged 
above, in his commerce and obfervation with 
his Lord and mafter, — yet it appears to have 
been an early and diftinguilhing pai't of his 
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charader. — An inftance of this, though little 
in itfelf, and omitted by the other evangelifts, 
is preferved by St. John, in his account of 
our Saviour's girding himfelf with a napkin, 
and wafhing the difciples feet ; to which office, 
not one of them is reprefented as making any 
oppofition : But when he came to Simon Pe- 
ter, — the Evangelift tells, — Peter faid to him, 
— Doft T/fou wafh my feet ? Jefus faid unto 
him, What I do, thou knoweft not now, but 
Ihalt know hereafter, — Peter faid to him, — 
Thou fhalt never wafh my feet.-r— Humility for 
a moment triumphed over his fubmiffion, — 
and he eipoftulates , with him upon it, with 
all the eameft and tender oppoHtion which 
was natural to a humble heart, confounded 
with fhame, that his Lord and mafler fhould 
infill to do fo mean and painful an a£b of fer- 
vitude to him. — 

I would fooner form a judgment of a man's 
temper from his behaviour on fuch little oc- 
currences of life, as thefe, than from the more 
weighed and important anions, where a man 
is more upon his guard ; — has more prepara- 
tion to difguife the true difpofition of his heart. 
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— and more temptation when dlfguifed to im** 
pofe it on others. — 

This management was no part of Peter's 
chaiader, who, with all the real and. unaffec- 
ted humility which he fhewed, was pofTeiTed 
of fuch a quick fenfibility and promptnefs of 
nature, which utterly unfitted him for art and 
premeditation; — though this particular caft 
of tenqier had its difadYantages, at the fame 
time» as it led him to an unreferved difcovery; 
of the opinions suad prejudices of his hearty 
which he was wont to declare, and fometimes 
in fo open and unguarded a manner, as expof- 
ed him to the fharpnefs of a rebuke where he 
could leaft bear it. — 

I take notice of this, becaufe it will help us 
in ibme meafure to reconcile a feeming con- 
tradi^on in his character, which will natur- 
ally occur here, from confidering that great 
and capital failing of his life, when by a pre- 
fumptuous declaration of his own fortitude, 
he fell mto the difgrace of denying his Lord ; 
in both of which he a£led fo oppofite to the 
charafter.here given, that you will aft, — How 
could fo humble a man as you dofcribe ever 
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liave been guilty of fo felf-fafficient and un- 
guarded a vaunt, as that, though he fliould 
die with his Maftcr,-^yct would he not deny 
him ? — Or whence, — that £0 fincere and ho* 
neft a man was not better able to peifonn 
k?— 

The cafe was this — 

Our Lord, before he was betrayed, had 
taken occafion to admoaifli his dHciples of the 
peril of lapfmg, — telling them, giftverfc, — 
All ye fhall be offended becaufe of me tlus 
night. — To which Peter anfwering, with a 
zeal mixed with too much confidence, — That 
though all Ihould be oficnded, yet will I never 
he offended: — to check tins truft in himielf, — 
our Saviour replies, that he in particular (hould 
deny him thrice. — But Peter looking upon this 
monitjon no fisurther than as it implied a re- 
proach to his faith, and his love, and his cou- 
rage V— ftung to the heart to have them called 
in queftion by his Lord,— he ha(Hly fununons 
them all up to form his final refoludon, — 
Though I (hould die with thee, yet will I not 
deny thee. — ^The refoke was noble and duti- 
ful to the laft degree,— -and I make no doubt 
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as honed a one — that is, both as juft in the 
matter, and as iincere in the intention, as e- 
ver was made by any of mankind ; — his cha- 
rader not fuflFering us to imagine he made it 
in a braving diflimulation : — ^no ; — for he prpv- 
ed himfelf fufficiently in earned by his fubfe- 
quent behaviom* in the garden, when he drew 
his fword againft a whole band of men, and 
thereby made it appear, that he had lefs con- 
cern for his own life, than he had for his 
matter's fafety. — How then came his refoluti- 
on to mifcarry? — ^The reafon feems purely 
this :— Peter grounded the execution of it upon 
too much confidence in himfelf,— doubted not 
but his will was in his power, whether God's 
grace affifted him or not; — furely thinking, 
that what he had courage to refolve fo honeft- 
ly, he had likewife ability to perform. — ^This 
was his midake, — and though it was a very 
great one, yet was in fome degree akin to a 
virtue, — ^as it fprung merely from a confciouf- 
nefs of his integrity and tnith, and too ad- 
venturous a conclufion of what they would 
enable him to perform, on the fharped en- 
counters for his Matter's fake : — ^fo that his 
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failing in this pomt» was bat a confequence of 
this hafty and ill-confidered refolve ;-^and his 
Lord to rebuke and punifh him for it, did no 
other than leave him to his own ftrength to 
perform it ; — ^which, in effect, was almoft the 
fame as leaving him to the neceffity of not per- 
forming it at all. — ^The great apoftle had not 
confidered, that he who precautioned him was 
the fearcher of hearts,-*and needed not that 
any ihonld teftify of man, for he knew what 
was in man :— ^he did not remember, that his 
Lord had faid before,— ^Without me ye can 
do nothing ; — that the execution of all our fa- 
culties were under the power of his will : — he 
had forgot the knowlege of this needful truth, 
on this one unhappy jundure, — where he had 
fo great a temptation to the contrary, — tho* 
he was full of the perfuafion in every other 
tranfadtion of his life,^but moft vifibly here 
in the text,-— where he breaks forth in the 
warm language of a heart ftill overflowing 
with rememberance of this very miftake he had 
once committed ; — ^Ye men of Ifrael, why mar- 
vel ye at this ? — as though by our own power 
or holineis we had wrought this ?— The God 
I 
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of Abraham^ of Ifaac, and of Jacob,-rrrtBe 
God of our fathers, Uurougb faith in his name, 
hath made this man whole, whom je fee and 
knpw.-^ 

This is the heft anfwer I am able to make 
to this objedion againft the uniformity of the 
apoftle's charader which I have given : — ^npon 
which fet it be addcd,-that was no fuch apology 
capable of being made in its behalf; — that thp 
truth and regularity of a chara6):er is not, in 
juftice, to be looked upon, as broken, from a^ 
ny one iingle a6 or omMHon which may feem 
a contradidlion to it : — the beft of men appear 
fometimes to be ftrange compounds of contra- 
didory qualities : and were the ^cidental^ Or 
Tcrfights and foUy of the wtfeQ man, — ^the failt^ 
mgs and imperfe6lions of a religious man, — ^ 
the hafty a6b and paflionate words of a meek 
man ; — were they to rife up in judgment againft 
them, — and an illrnatured judge be fi^er^d to 
mark in this maxmev what has been d<pe^£imiisy 
«-what charadler ib imezceptionable as to be 
able to (land before him ?-— So that, with tho 
candid allowances which the infirmities of a 
man may claim when he fSUls, through furprizc 
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more dian a premeditation, — one ttizj renture 
upon the whole to fum up Peter's charader ia 
a, few words. — He was a man feniible in his 
nature, — of quick paffions, tempered with the 
greateft humilitj and moft unafieAed povertj 
of fpffit that ever met in fuch a character. — 
So that in the oniy criminal inftance of his 
life, which I have fpoke to, you are at a lofs 
which to admire moft ; — the tendemefs and 
fenfibiHty of his foul, in being wrought upon 
to rqpentance by a look from Jefiis 5— or the 
uncommon humility of it, which he teftified 
thereupon, in the bittemefs of his ibrrow for 
what he had done. — He was once prefumptu- 
ous in truftmg to his own ftraagth ; his gene- 
ral and true chara^er was that of the moft en- 
gaging meeknefs,— diilruftful of hknfelf and 
his abilities to the laft degree. — 

He denied his niaften— But in all inftances 
of his life, but that, was a man of tfae^eateft 
truth and fincerity ;— to which part of his cha- 
rader our Saviour has given an undeniable 
teftimony, in conferring on him the cymboli- 
cal name of Cephas, a rock, a name the moil 
£xprei&ve of conilancy and firmnefi^ 
I2 
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He vras a man of great love to his mafter, 
and of no lefs zeal for his religion, of which, 
from among many, I ihall take one inftance 
out of St, John, with which I fliall conclude 
this account. — ^Whcre, upon the defertion of 
fcveral other difciples,-r^our Saviour puts the 
queftion to the twelve,'^ Will ye alfogo away? 
—Then, fays the text, Peter anfwered and 
faid, — Lord ! whither fliall we go ? Thou haft 
the words of eternal life, — and we believe, 
and know that thou art Chrift the fon of God. 
— Now, if we loolt into the gofpel, we find 
what our Saviour pronounced on this very 
confeflion. 

BlefTed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flefh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, — ' 
but my father which is in heaven. — ^That our 
Saviour had the words of eternal life,— Peter 
was able to deduce from principles of natural 
reafon ; becaufe reafon w^ able to judge from 
the internal marks of his dodhine, that it was 
worthy God, and accommodated properly to 
advance human nature and human happinefs. 
'. — But for all this, — reafon could not infallibly 
determine that the meflenger of this doftrin^ 
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was the Meflias, the eternal fon of the liymg 
God : — to know this required an illamination; 
—and this illumination, I fay, feems to have 
been vouchfafed at that inftant as a reward, — 
as would have been fufHcient evidence by itfelf 
of the difpofition of his heart, — 

I have now finifhed this fhort eflay upon the 
charaAer of St. Peter, not with a loud pane- 
gyric upon the power of his keys, or a rant- 
ing encomium upon fome monaftic qualificati- 
ons, with which a popifh pulpit would ring 
upon fuch an occafion, without doing much 
honour to the faint, or good to the audience; 
-—but have drawn it with mith and fobriety, 
reprefendng it as it was, as confifting of vir- 
tues the mod worthy of imitation, — and 
grounded, not upon apocryphal accounts and 
legendary inventions, the wardrobe from 
whence popery drefles out her faints on thefe 
days, — ^but upon matters of fa^ in the facred 
Scriptures, in which all chrifiians agree. — 
And fince I have mentioned popery y I cannot 
better conclude than by obferving, how ill the 
fpirit and charadler of that church refembles 
tfiat particular part of St. Peter's which has 
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been made tht ftibjcd of this difcoarfe.— 
Would one think that a church, which thrufts 
idclf under dus apoftle's patronage, and claims 
her pow«r under him, would pt^fumc to ex- 
ceed the degtces of it which he acknoWkged 
to poffefe himfelf.— But how iU are your ex- 
pedadons anfwcrcd, v^hen inftead of the huta- 
bk declaration in the text,— Ye men of Ifiael, 
marvel not at us, as if our own power and 
hohnefs had wrought this;— you htar a lan- 
guage and behaviour from the Romifli court, 
as oppofite to it as infolent words and actions 
can frame -^ 

So that inftead of. Ye men of Ifrael, mar- 
vel not at us, — ^Yc m«i of Ifrael, do marvel 
at us, — ^hold UB in admiration t — Approach 
our {acred pontiff, — (who is not only holy— 
but hohncik itfelf ) — ^approach his perfbn with 
reverence, and deem it the greatcft honour 
and happinefs of your lives to M down be- 
fore his chair, and be admitted to kifi hb 
feet.— 

Think not, as if it were not our own holi- 
nefs which merits all the homage you can pay 
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OS.— It It our own koUnds, — ^the fuperabun- 
dance of it, of which, having mote than we 
know what to do with oaiCehes^ — ^from works 
of fupcrcrogation, we have transferred the fur- 
plus in ecclefiaflic ware-houfes> and in pure 
zeal for the good of your fouls, hare eftablifh- 
ed public banks of merit, ready to be drawn 
upon at all times. — ^ 

Think not, ye men of Ifrael, or fay within 
yourfelves, that we are unprofitable fervants ; 
— ^we have no good works to fpare, or that if 
we had, — we cannot make this ufe of them ; 
— that we have no power to circulate our 
indulgencies,-^and huckfter them out, as we 
do, through all the parts of Chriftendom. — 
Know ye by thefe prefents, that it is our own 
power which does this ; — the plenitude of our 
apoftolic power operating tnth our own ho* 
Ibefs that enables us to bind and loofe, as feems 
meet to us on earth ; — ^to fave your fouls or de- 
liver them up to Satan, and as they pleafe or 
difpleafe, to indulge whole kingdoms at once» 
or excommunicate them all; — ^bi!nding kings 
in chains, and your nobles in links of iron.-— 
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That we may nerer again feel the eflfeds 
offuch language and principles, — may God 
of his mercy grant us. Amen. « 
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Ezra ix. 69 7. 

And Ifaidy my God^ lam ajhamedand hJuJh 
to lift up my face to thee^ my God z-^for our 
iniquities are increafed over our heady and 
our trefpafs is gro^n up unto the heavens, — 
^ince the days of our fathers have ive been 
in a great trefpafs unto this day, — 

THERE is not, I believe, throughout 
all hiftory, an inftancc of fo ftrange and 
obftinately corrupt a people, as the Jews, of 
whom Ezra complains ; — for though, on one 
iand, — there never was a people that receiv- 
ed fo many teftimonies of God's favour to en- 
courage them to be good, — fo, on the other 
hand, there never was a people which fo often 
K 2 
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felt the fcourge of their iniquities to difhearten 
them from doing evil, — 

And yet neither the one or the other 
feemed ever able to make them either the wifer 
or better; — neither God's bleffings, nor his 
corre6lions could ever foften them; — they ftill 
continued a thanklefs, unthinking people, — 
who profited by no leflbns, neither were to be 
won with mercies, nor terrified with punifh- 
ments, — but on every fucceeding trials and oc- 
cafions, extremely difpofed againft God, to 
go aftray and aft wickedly. 

In the words of the text, the prophet's heart 
overflows with forrow, upon his reflexion of this 
unworthy part of their charafter ; — ^and the 
manner of his application to God, is fo expref- 
five of his hurtible fenfeof it,-7-and there isfome- 
thing in the words fp full of tendemefs and (hame 
for them upon that fcore, — as befpeaks the mod 
paternal, as well as paftoral concern for them, 
— And he faid, — O my God, I am afliamed, 
—and blufh to lift up my face to thee, my 
God. — No doubt, the holy man was confound- 
ed to look back upon that long feries of fo many 
of God's undeferved mercies to them, of which 
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they had made fo bad and ungratefril a nfe : 
— he confidered, that they had all the mo- 
tives that could lay reftraints either upon a 
confiderate or a reafonable people; — that 
God had not only created, upheld, and fa- 
voured them with all advantages in common 
with the reft of their fellow creatures, — ^but 
had been particulai*ly kind to them; — ^that 
when they were in the houfe of bondage, in 
the moft hopelefs condition, — he had heard 
their cry, and took companion upon their af- 
flidions, and by a chain of great and mighty 
deliverances, had fet them free from the yoke 
of oppreflion. — ^The prophet, no doubt, re- 
flected at the fame time, that befides this in- 
ftance of God's goodnefs in firft favouring their 
miraculous efcape, — a feries of fucceffes not to 
be accounted for from fecond caufes, and the 
natural courfe of events, had crowned their 
heads in fo remarkable a manner, as to afford 
an evident proof, not only of God's general 
concern, but of his particular providence and 
attachment to them above all people : — in the 
wildernefs he led them like (heep, and kept 
them as the apple of his eye; — ^he fuffered no 
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man to do them wrong, — but reproved even 
kings for their fake ; — that when they entered 
into the promifed land, no force was able to 
(land before them ; — when in pofTefHon, — ^no 
army was ever able to drive them out ; — that 
nations greater and mightier than they, were 
thruft forth fh)m before them; — that, in a 
word, all nature for a time was driven back- 
wards by the hands of God, to ferve them, and 
that even the fun itfelf had ftood ftill in the 
midft of heaven, to fecure their vi<Sbories; — 
that when all thefe mercies were cail away up- 
on them, — and no principle of gratitude or 
intereft could make them an obedient people, 
— God had tried by misfortunes to bring them 
back ; — that when inftrudHons, warnings, in- 
vitations, muracles, prophets and holy guides 
had no eflPedl, — he at lall fuffered them to 
reap the wages of their folly, by letting them 
fall again into the fame ftate of bondage in 
Babylon, from whence he had firft raifed them. 
— Here it is that Ezra pours out his confeffion. 
— It was no fmall aggravation to Ezi-a's con- 
cern, to find that even this laft ti*ial had no 
good eflFedl upon their conduct ; — that all the 
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alternatives of promifes and threats, comforts 
and afflidHons, inftead of making them grow 
the better, — ^made them apparently grow the 
worfe : — ^how could he intercede for them, but 
with fhame and forrow ; — and fay, as in the text, 
O my God, I am afhamed and blufh to lift up 
my face to thee, — ^for our iniquities are increaf- 
cd over our heads, — ^and our trefpafs is grown 
up unto the heavens ; — fince the days of our 
fathers have we been in a great trefpafs unto 
this day. — 

Thus much for the prophet's humble con- 
feffion to God for the Jews, for which he had 
but too juft a foundation given by them ; — 
and I know not how I can make better ufe of 
the words, as the occafion of the day led me 
to the choice of them, — than by a ferious ap- 
plication of the fame fad confeflion, in regard 
to ourfelves. — 

Our fathers, like thofc of the Jews in Ezra's 
time, — ^no doubt have done amifs, and great- 
ly provoked God by their violence ; — ^but if 
our own iniquities, like theirs, are increafed over 
our heads ; — if fince the days of our fathers 
we have been in great trefpafs ourfelves unto 
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tliis day, — 'tis fit this day we ihould be put 
in mind of it ; — ^nor can the time and occafion 
be better employed, than in hearing vrith pa- 
tience the reproofs which fuch ^ parallel wiU 
lead me to give. — 

It muft be acknowleged, there is no nation 
which had ever fo many eztraoi'dinary reaions 
and fupematnral motives to become thankful 
and vii*tuous as the Jews had ; — ^yet, at the 
iame time, there is no one which has not &f- 
ficient ; (and fetting afide at prefent the confi- 
deration of a futm-e ftate as a reward tor being 
fo) — there is no nation under heaven, which, 
befides the daily bleflings of God's providence 
to them, but have received fufficient bleflings 
and mercies at the hands of God to engage 
their beft ferviccs, and the warmeft returns of 
gratitude they can pay: — there has been a 
time, may be, when they have been delivered 
finom fbme grievous calamity, — from the rage 
of peiliience or famine, — from the edge and 
fary of the fword, — ^from the fate and fall of 
kingdoms round them ; — they may have been 
preferved by providential difcoveries, and plots, 
and defigns againft the well-beipg of their 
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ftatcs,-r-or by critical turns and revolutions in 
their favour when beginning to link ; — by fome 

. fignal intcrpofition of God's providence ; 

they may have refcued their liberties, and all 
that was dear to them, from the jaws of fome 
tyrant ; — or may have preferved their religion 
pure and uncorrupted, when all other com- 
forts failed them. — 

If other countries have reafon to be thank- 
ful to God for any one of thefe mercies, much 
more has this of ours, which at one time or 
other hadi received them all ; — infomuch that 
our hiftory, for this laft century, has fcarce 
been any thing elfe but the hiftory of our de- 
liverances, and God's bleflSngs, — and thefe in 
ib complicated a chain, and with fo little in- 
terruption, as to be fcarce ever vouchfafed to 
any nation or language belides,— except the 
Jews ; — and with regard to them, though in- 
ferior in the ftupendous manner of their work- 
ing, — yet no way fo in the extenfive goodnefs 
of their effefts, and the infinite benevolence 
which muft have wrought them for us. — Here 
then let us flop and look back a moment, and 
L 
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enquire as in the cafe of tbt Jevs^-r-vliitt 
great effs^ all this has had upon our live$»-?- 
and hdw hr worthy we have lived — of what 
•we have received ? — 

A ftrangcr, — ^when h^ heard that tbi* ifland 
ha4be«nfo favoured by hea¥en,-H(bh^P7iaour 
laws and religion,Tr-fi[) Qouriflung hx our trade» 
— ^fo blefTed in our fituation and natural pro- 
dua, — ^and in all of them fo often,-r-fo vifibly 
protfided by providence, — would ccmdude^ 
our gratitude and morals had kept pace with 
our bleffings ; — and he would fay, — as we are 
the moft blefled and favoured, — that we moft 
be the moft virtuous and religions people up- 
on the face of the earth. 

Would to God ! there was any other rea- 
fbn to incline one to fo charitable a belief; — 
for without running into any common-place 
declamation upon the wlckednefs of the age, 
— ^we may iay within the bounds of the truth» 
-—that we have profited in this re^e6t as little 
as it was poflible for the Jews; — that there b 
as little virtue, — and as little fenfe of religion^ 
at leaft as little of the appearance of it, as can 
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bt fuppbfed to etiil at ali> itt a coililtf ^ whe^ 
it is cdunteiiaiital hf th« ftate.— Our foi^fa- 
thert, What^vier gi-^atfet dcgra€s bf real virttife* 
thcjr were jsoflfeflfed oft— Gbd, who ftafcbeth 
the hi^ki-ti^-^beft khbWs ;-^^ut thi« is certain, 
ki fe&eir diys tHey had al k'iBi— the fohh of 
godlfnefs, — and paid this cofepHmcnt to refi- 
gioh; as to W6af At kali Uie slppdslHnce and 
outirfiil garb of it.— The public fcrvice df 
Odd W2U bettct firfeqtientdd,-^ahd in a devout, 
a§ iJ^B as regular ihahner ;-^therc was no d- 
I^en prbfanchdfs in 6ur tti^defs to piit piety lb 
the blufli,-^-^i- domeftic ridicule, to tnake her 
uneafy, and force her to Vithdi-aw.— 

fteligion, thbiigh treated with freedom, was 
ftill treated With ttQ)e6t;— the youth bf both 
fexes kept uhdef greater reftraint ;— good or- 
deifs 2tnd gbod hottrfe were theii kept up in hioft 
fehiili^ ; and, in k Wbrd, a greater ftHftnefs 
and fobHcty of nidtinet^ ihahitaitti^d through- 
cut anibhgft pedple df all fank$ and conditi- 
ons ; — ^fo that vice, however fecretly it might 
be praftiled j-^was itlhamed to be ften.-^ 

But all this bks itfehfibly been borne down, 
L 2 
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ever fince the days of our forefathers trefpafe ; 
—when, to avoi4 one extreme, we began to 
run into another ; — fo that inftead of any great 
religion amongft us,- you fee thoufands who 
are tired even of the form of it, ind who have 
at length thrown^ the mafk of it adde^-^as an 
ufelefs incumbrance.-^ 

But this licentioufnefs, he would fay, may 
be chiefly owing to a long courfe of profperi- 
ty, which is apt to corrupt mens minds,— 
God has fince this tried you with afflictions ; 
—you have been vifited with a long and cx- 
penfive war : — God has fent, moreover, a pe- 
ftilence amongft your cattle, which has cut 
off the ftock from the fold, — and left no herd 
in the ftalls, — Surely he'll fay, — ^two fuch ter- 
rible fcourges muft have awakened the confci- 
ences of the moft unthinking part of you, and 
forced the inhabitants of your land— i-from fuch 
admonitions, — though they failed with the 
Jews, to have learnt righteoufnefs for them- 
felves. — 

I own this is the natural effeft, — and one 
would hope always be the natural ufe and 
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improYcment from fuch calamities; — ^forwe 
often find that numbers wbo, in profperity^ 
feem to forget God, do yet remember him in 
the day of trouble and diftrefs. — ^Yet confidcr 
this nationally y — ^we fee np fuch effed from it 
in fad, as one would be led to ezped from 
the fpeculation : — for inftance, — with all the 
devaftatk>n, bloodfhed, and expence which the 
war has occafioned, — ^how many converts has 
it made to frugality, — ^to virtue, or even to 
fenoufnefs itfelf ? — ^The peftilcnce amongft our 
cattle, — though it has diftrefled and utterly 
undone fo many thoufands, yet what one vi- 
able alteration has it made in the courfe of 
our lives ?— * 

And though one would imagine that the 
neceiTary drains of taxes for the one,— and the 
lofs of rents and property &om the other, 
ihould in fome meafure have withdrawn the 
means of gratifying our paflions, as we have 
done ; — yet what appearance is there amongft 
us, that it is fo ? — 

What one fafhionable folly or extravagance 
has been checked by it ? — Is not there the 



L 



d by Google 



«4 6 E H M O N V. 

nMM hiztif^^jiM tfpiciinfiii 01 eiitflrtau 1 1 1 1 wi t tk 

fteft tli« faMe g^<^f ^^^^^ of firifiing direrfr- 
OSS F'— u not th^ MeB^&a iiffokd amofi^ 
^pk 6f all hitJtsi alid ftH ag^ f ^o^^Atid ettti 
ptf h^in, D^hoid fdBei:< fciEdffipk tod ni^itlLa<i 
diigltt t!0 check die ^traVagl^t ikllk^ <)f t4b 
t&bilghtleft, g^% khd Uiilttpetieiietfd^ -^t?d6 
trfteh tcrtter tifldef* th^ ikme coftly <Mtt^m% 
ihd join the gctw^ rtel. Where Vanity, Hlfe 
tttsi gbverns the heart-, even charity wHI id- 
loW tl$ to fbppoft, that si eoHftl^ttlhefs of th^ 
Inability to liurilie gf^tet- ekcdfes, h flie biiljr 
ttxatibh of fpiHt.— In trtith, the obtevittioh 
falls in with the main intention of the diftburft, 
— ^hlch h not ftamfcd to flatter ^ottr follies, 
«s4nit plainly tb point them bnt, and iheW 
fdti the gener^ corruption 6f ftSMfteW, arid 
WiWt of reH^oii;^which afl ifet^ fce,-L.atfld 
trfiich. the wife and gb«d fo rtiticft Whieiit.iii- 
But the eiiqnirei* wiH iiatnraQy ^b oh, ttd 
fay, ^ongh this rcprcfentktibli dofes not an- 
iWet- his ertje^tldhs, ttlat ilAd6\ibtediy we 
ftitift haw^J prdflted »y th«fe lefibns to otiter 
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fffipeas fm-A^t ^^opgii w i?w Mt ;iH^ov^ 
9^ mi^r&a^dij^ lo rtk« fi^t p£Go^, by * 
YWtvous wft of 9^ qiisfbri^mfiR, ^ tron Wt 
dom; — thai we «iv(ft Ii^« impnarfd tbem, 
boweyier, to polili^ wiiiioixi;-rr!-fo tliat lie 
wouUl f47>T— though the £ngltfli do not ap* 
ffi^T to be a religious people,-r--tjiief are at leaft 
t kyal oa<:7TrThef have fi> often ikh the 
fe«m?g^ l>f FeheVioxi) i^ have tafted fb much 
fks^ fn^k &cm il,— t4^ tp h9«efet their teeth 
W ^gc for ^Y^.-nr-Biit, gpod God I bow 
^W\4i ^f l>^ a^niSie4 Xj^ fod/rrthat though 
we have been ^ aB;ea left to and fro by our 
99n ra5PB«ft»«^ i»i«#urji,rrrf that we w«re not 
^i^^f |{if Soy^^nvth^t tbi»Jgh we£[)ieacmr 
If 9 m evfpy veturo of this daj> Jament the 
guilt of our fo«e£ithers inftaining thcur hande 
ia hl9QA$-Trwt sv^er o^ce think ef onr prisici*> 
pl^s ao4 fffii^icts, wixich tead the &mp way: 
^r-^and though the proyi4enoe of God has &t 
hoBnds that they do not work as mjBch mis- 
chief, — as in days of diftra^ion and defolatir 
ot^ — little reafon have vw to a&riba the merit 
thereof to our own wiidovi;'^-^ tha|» when 
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the whole accoont is (Uted betwixt us, — ^thcre 
feems nothing to prevent the application of 
the words in the text; — that our iniquities are 
increafed over our heads, and our trefpafs is 
grown up unto the heaven,*-SInce the days 
of our fathers have we been in a great trefpafs 
unto this day; — and though it is fit and be- 
coming that we ,wcep for them,-^'tis much 
more fo, that wd weep for ourfelves, — that 
we lament our own corruptions, — and the lit- 
tle advantages we have made of the mercies 
or chaftifments of God, — or from die fins and 
provocations of our forefathers* — 

This is the fruit we are to gather, in a day 
of fuch humiliation ; — and unlefs it produces 
that for us, by a reformation of our manners, 
and by turning us from the error of our ways, 

^tKe fervice of this- day is more a fenfelefs in- 

fult upon the memories of our anccftors,— 
than an honeft defign to profit by their mif- 
fortunes, — and to become wifer and better 
from our reflexions upon them. — 

Till this is done, it avails little, though 
we pray fervently to God not to lay their fins 
to our charge, — whilfl we have fo many re- 
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tnaining of our own.«-*Uiile& we are touched 
for ourfelves, how can we cxpedl he fhould 
hear our cry ? It is the wicked corruption of 
a people which they arc to thank for whatever 
natural calamities they feel; — this is the very 
ftate we are in, — which by difengaging provi- 
dence from taking oui* part,— will always leave 
a people expofed to the whole force of acci- 
dents, both from within and without : — and 
however ftatefmen may difpute about the 
caufes of the growth or decay of kingdoms, 
— it is for this caufe, a matter of eternal 
truth, — that as virtue and religion are our 
only recommendation to God, — that they are, 
confequently, the only true bafis of our hap- 
pinefs, and profperity on earth. — And how- 
ever we may fhelter ourfelves under diftincti- 
ons of party, — that a wicked man is the worft 
enemy the ftate has; — and for the contrary, 
it will always be found, that a virtuous man is 
the beft patriot, and the bell fubjeft the king 
has. — And though an individual may fay, 
what will my righteoufnefs profit a nation of 
men ? — ^I anfwer, — if it fail of a bleffing here 
(which is not likely), it will have one advan- 
M 
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t^e,— itwiflft^ethy own foul, and give t&ee- 
t3mt p^c$ 9t the lady wkicb this world casi- 
not take away^— 

Whkli God, of Us infiiute merqr, grant ns 
all. Amen. 
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Romans ii. 4* 

De/pifeji thou the riches of his goodnefs^ and 
/orhearance, and long fuffering^ — knowing 
that the goodnefs of God leadetb thee to re- 
pe^tance ? 

So fays St. Paul. And 

EcCLESIASTESviii. II. 

Becaufe fentence agatnjl an evil nvork is not 
executed fpeedily ; therefore the heart of the 
fons of men is fully fet in them to do evil. — 

TAKE either as you like it, you will get 
nothing by the bargain. 

It is a terrible charader of the world, which 
Solomon is here accounting for, — ^that their 
hearts ar€ fully fet in them to do evil. — ^And 
the general outcry againft the wickedncfc of 



d by Google 



92 S E R M O N VI. 

the age, in every age, from Solomon's down 
to this, ihews but too lamentably what grounds 
have all along been given for the complaint. — 
The diforder and confufion arifmg in the 
a£Fairs of the world from the wickedn«fs of it^ 
being ever fuch, — fo evidently feen, — ^fo fc- 
verely felt, as naturally to induce every one 
who was a fpe^tor <»: a fnfferer, to give the 
melancholy preference to the dmes he lived 
in ; as if the corruptions of men's manners had 
not only exceeded the reports of foitoer days, 
but the power almoft of rifing above the pitch 
to which the wickednefs of the age was arriv- 
ed. — How far they may have been deceived m 
fuch calculations, I fkall not enquire ; — ^let it 
fuffice, that mankind have ever been bad,— -» 
coniidering what motives they have had to be 
better ; — and taking this £or granted, infiead 
of declaiming againft it, let us fee whether a 
difcourfe may not be as ferviceable, by endea-^ 
vouring, as Solomon has here done, rather 
to give an account of it, and by tracing batk 
the evils to their firft principles, to dired oidt- 
felves to the true remedy agaiaft tbem^— 
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Let it here onlj be pi*emiied,-^that the 
wickeiteefs either of die prefent or paft times^ 
whatever fcandal and reproach it brings upo 
chriitians,tr^)aght not in reafon to reflet dif*> 
hononr upon chriftianity, which is fo appa«' 
rently weU framed to make us good, — that 
there is not a greater paradox in nature,-^ 
than that fo good a religion fhould be no betr 
ter recommended hj its profeflbrs.^— Though 
this may feem a paradox, — 'tis dill, 1 fay, no 
obje^on, though it has often been made ufe 
againft chriftianityj — fince, if the morals of 
men are not reformed, it is not owing to a 
de&d in the revelation, but 'tis owing to the 
fame eguies which defeated all the ufe and in-* 
tent of reaftm,-— before revelation was given. 
— ^For fetttng afide the obligations which a 
divine law lays upon us,-^whocver confiders 
tlie ftate and condition of human nature, and 
upon this view, how much ftronger the natu- 
ral motives are to virtue than to vice, would 
cxpeA to find the world much better than it 
is, or ever has been.— For who would fuppofe 
the generality of mankind to betray fo much 
foUy, as to aa againft the common intcreft of 
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their own kind, as every man docs wiio jitids 
to the temptation of what is wrong. — ^But on 
the other fide, — if men firft look into the 
pradice of the world, and there obferve the 
ftrange prevalency of vice, and how willing 
men are to defend as well as to commit it^— *- 
one would think they believed that all dif- 
conrfes of vii'tuc and honefty were mere mat- 
ter of fpecnlation for men to entertain fome 
idle hours with; — and fay truly, that men 
feemed univerfally to be agreed in nothing but 
in fpeaking well and doing ill. — But this cafts 
no more difhonour upon reafon than it does 
upon revelation ; — the truth of the cafe being 
this, — that no motives have been great enough 
to reftrain thofe from fin who have fecretly 
loved it, and only fought pretences for the 
pradlice of it. — So that if the light of the 
gofpel has not left fufficient provifion againft 
the wickednefs of the world, — the true anfwer 
is, that there can be none.-^— 'Tis fufficient 
that the excellency of chrittianity in doftrine 
and precepts, and its proper tendency to make 
us virtuous as well as happy, is a ftrong evi- 
dence of its divine original, — and thcfe advan- 
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tages it has above any inftitution that ever 
was in the world : — it gives the beft dire<5lions> 
— the beft examples, — the greateft encourage- 
ments, — the beft helps, and the greateft obli- 
gation to gratitude. — But as religion was not 
to work upon men by way of force and natu- 
ral neceffity, — but by moral perfuafion, — 
which fets good and evil before them;— ^fo 
that, if men have power to do evil, or chufe 
the good, and will abufe it, this cannot be a- 
voided. — Not only religion, but even reafon 
itfelf, muft necefTarily imply a freedom of 
choice ; and all the beings in the world, which 
have it, were created free to ftand or free to 
fall: — and therefore men that will not be 
wrought upon by this way of addrefs, muft ex- 
peft, and be contented, to feel the ftroke of 
that rod which is prepared for the back of 
fools, oft times in this world, but undoubted- 
ly in the next, from the hands of a righteous 
governor, who will finally render to every 
man according to his works. — 

Becaufe this fentence is not always executed 
fpeedily, is the wife man*s account of the ge- 
neral licentioufhefs which prevailed through 
N 



d by Google 



96 S E R M O N VI. 

the race of mankmd, — fo early as his days ; 
and we may allow it a place» amongft the ma- 
ny other fatal caufes of depraration in our 
own ; — a few of which, I fhall beg leave to 
add to this explication of the wife man's ; Aib- 
joining a few pradical cautions in relation to 
each, as I go along. — 

To begin with Solomon's account in the 
text, — that becaufe fentence ag^nft an evil 
work is not executed fpeedily, thd-efwe the 
hearts of the fons of men are fully iet in them 
to do evil. — 

It feems fomewhat hard to underftand the 
confequence, why men fliould grow more deT* 
peratdy wicked, — ^becaufe Grod is merciful and 
gives them fpace to repent ; — there is no na- 
tural effe<5t,-^nor does the wife man intend 
to infinuate that the goodnefs and long fufier- 
ing of God, is the caufe of the wickadneis of 
man, by a dire& efficacy to harden fmners in 
their courfe. — ^But the fcope of his difcourie is 
this ; becaufe a vicious man efcapes at preient, 
he is apt to draw falfe conclufions from it, 
and from the delay of God's puniflunent in 
this life, cither to conceive them at fo remote 
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a diftance, or perhaps £6 uncertain, that tho' 
ke has fome doubtful mifgivrng of the future, 
yet he hopes in die m^n, that his fears are 
greater Aan his dangers ; — and from obferv- 
ing fbme of the worft of men both live and die 
without any outward teflimony of God's 
wrath, — draw from thence fome flattering 
ground of encouragement for himfeif, and 
with the wicked in the pfalm, fay in his heart, 
Tufli, I fhall never be caft down, there (hall 
no harm happen unto me : — as if it was ne- 
cefiary, if God is to punifh at all, that he 
muft do it prdently;— which, by the way, 
would rather feem to befpeak rage and fury 
of an incenfed party, than the determination 
^ a wife and patient judge, — ^who refpites 
punifhment to anodier ftate, declaring for the 
wiieft reafons, this is. not the time for it to 
take place in, — but that he has appointed, a 
day for it, wherein he will judge the world in 
righteoufnefs, and make fuch unalterable di- 
ftinAions betwixt the good and bad, — as to 
render his future judgment a full vindication 
of his juftice. — 
That mankind have ever made ^ ill ufe of 
N 2 
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this forbearance, is, and I fear will ever be, 
the cafe: — and St. Peter, in his defcripti- 
on of the fcoffers in the latter days, who, 
he tells us, fhall walk after their own lufts, 
(the word of all charadkers) he givqs the fame 
fad folution of what Ihould be their unhappy, 
encouragement ; — for that they would fay, — 
Where is the promife [where is the threaten- 
ing, or declaration of, « ^cty^Oact] of his 
coming, — for fmce the fathers fell afleep all 
things continue as they were from the begin- 
ning of the creation ; — that is, the world goes 
on in the fame uninterrupted courfe, where 
all things fall alike to all, without any inter- 
pofition from above, — or any outward token 
of divine difpleafure : — upon this ground, 
" Come ye," fay they, as the prophet repre- 
fents them, ** I will fetch wine and we will fill 
ourfclves with flrong drink, and to-morrow 
fhall be as this day, and much more abun- 
dant." 

Now if you confider, you will find, that all 
this falfc way of reafoning doth arife from that 
grofs piece of felf-flattery, that fuch do ima- 
gine God to be like themfelves, — that is, as 
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cruel and revengeful as they are, — and they 
prefently think, if a fellow creature oflfended 
them at the rate that finners are faid to offend 
God, and they had as much power in their 
hands to punilh and torture them as he has, 
they would be fure to execute it fpeedily; — 
but becaufe they fee God does it not, there- 
fore they conclude, that all the talk of God's 
anger againft vice, and his future punifhment 
of it, — is mere talk, calculated for the terror 
of old women and children. — Thus fpeak they 
peace to their fouls, when there is no peace ; 
— for though a fmner (which the wife man 
adds by way of caution after the text) for tho' 
a finner do evil a hundred times, and his day* 
be prolonged upon the earth, — yet fure I know, 
that it fhall be well with them that fear God, 

— ^but (hall not be well with the wicked. 

Upon which argument, the pfalmift, fpeaking 
in the name of God, — ufes this remonftrancc 
to one under this fatal miftake which has mif- 
led thoufands ; — thefe things thou didft, and 
I kept filence : — And it feems this filence was 
interpreted into confent ; — for it follows, — and 
thou thoughteft I was altogether fuch a one 
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as thyfdf ; — tmt the pfalmift adds, liow ill ke 
took it at men's hands, and that thej (hocdd 
not know the difference between the forbear- 
ance of finners, — ^and his negled of their fins ; 
—but I will reprore thee. — ^Upon the whole 
of which, he bids them be better advifed, and 
confider, left, while thej forget God, he pluck 
them awaj, and there be none to deliyer 
them.— 

Thus much for the firft ground and cauie 
whidi the text giTes,why the hearts of the fons«f 
men are fo fully fet in them to do evil ; — upon 
which I have only one or two cautions to add ; 
th^ in die firft place, we firequently deceive 
omiSdves in the calculation that fentence ihaM 
not be (peedily executed. — ^By fad experience, 
▼idous and debauched men find this matterto 
turn out very difficrent in pra^e, from their 
expedadMis in theory; God having fo con- 
trived the nature of things throughout the 
whole lyftem of moral duties, — that every vice, 
in fbme mealure, flionld immediately revenge 
idelf upon the doer ;— <hat falfehood, and un* 
fair dealing, ends in diflruft and difhonour ; 
—that drunkcnne6 and debaudicry ibould 
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weaken the thread of life, and cat it ihort, 
that the tranfgreffi»' (hall not live half his 
days ; — that pride ihould he followed bj mor- 
tifications ;— extravagsmce by poverty and di* 
ftrefs; — that the revengeful and malicious, 
ihould be the greateft tormentor of himfelf, — 
the perpetual difturbance of his own mind, 
being fo immediate a chaftifement, as to veri- 
fy what the wife man fays upon it, — ^That as 
the merciful man does good to hb own foul, 
fe he that is cruel troubleth his own fkfh. — 
In all which cafes there is a punifhment in* 
dependent of thefe, and that is, the punift- 
ment which a man's own mind takes upon it- 
felf, from the remorfe of doing what is wrcmg, 
-'^Prima eft hoc 0///^,-— this is the firfl revenge 
which (whatever other pnnifhments he may 
efcape) is fure to follow clofe upon his heels, 
and haunts him wherefoever he goes ; — ^for 
whenever a man commits a wilful bad adion, 
— ^he drinks down pmfon, which, though it 
may work flowly, will woric furely, and g^ve 
him perpetual pains and heart*aches, — and, 
if no means be ufed to expel it, will defiroy 
him at laft. — So that, notwithftanding that 
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final fentence of God is not executed fpeedilf 
in exa(5l weight and meafure, — there is never- 
thelefs a fentence executed, which a man's 
own confcience pronounces againft him ; — and 
every wicked man, I believe, feels as regular 
a procefs within his own bread commenced a- 
gainft himfelf, and finds himfelf as much ac- 
cufed, and as evidently and impartially con- 
demned for what he has done amifs, as if he 
had received fentence before the moft awful 
tribunal ; — which judgment of confcience, as 
it can be looked upon in no other light but as 
an anticipation of that righteous and unalter- 
able fentence which will be pronounced here- 
after by that Being to whom he is finally to 
give an account of his a(5lions, — I cannot con- 
ceive the ftate of his mind under any chara6ler 
than of that anxious doubtfulnefs defcribed by 
the prophet, — That the wicked ai-e like the 
troubled fea when it cannot reft, whofe waters 
caft up mire and filth. 

A fecond caution againft this uniform 
ground of falfe hope, in fentence not being 
executed fpeedily, will arife from this confide- 
raiion, — ^That in our vain calculation of this 
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diftant point of retribution, we generally refpite 
it to the day of jud^ent ; — and as that may be 
a thoufand, or ten thoufand years off, it pro- 
portionably Icflens the terror. — ^To redify this 
miftake, we fliould firft confider, that the di- 
dance of a thing no way alters the nature of it. 
— 2dly, That we are deceived in this diftant 
profped, not confidering that however far off 
we may fix it in this belief, that in fa<fl it is no 
farther off from every man than the day of 
his own death, — And how certain that day 
is, we need not furely be reminded :— 'Tis the 
certainty of the matter, and of an event which 
will as furely come to pafs, as that the fun 
fhall rife to-morrow morning, — that (hould 
enter as much into our calculations, as if it 
was hanging over our heads. — For though, 
in our fond imaginations, we dream of living 
many years upon the earth ; — how unexpeft- 
ly are we fummoned from it ? — How oft, in 
the ftrength of our age, in the mid ft of our 
projects, — when we are promifmg ourfelves the 
eafe of many years ? — how oft, at that very 
time, and in the height of this imagination, 
O 
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is the decree feaded, and the trommaadmenc 
gone forth to call us into another world ?-* 

This may fuffice for the examination of this 
one great caufe of the corruption of the world; 
— from whence I fhould proceed, as I purpo- 
fed, to an enquiry after fome other unhappy 
caufes which have a fhare in this evil. — ^But I 
have taken fo much more of your time in this 
than I firft intended, — that I (hall defer what 
I have to fay to the next occafion, and put an 
end to this difcourfe, by an anfwer to a quc- 
ftion often afked relatively to this argument, 
in prejudice of chrifUanity, which cannot be 
more feafonably anfwered than in a difcourfe 
at this time; — and that isy — Whether the 
chriflian religion has done the world any fer- 
vice in reforming the lives and morals of man- 
kind, — ^which fome who pretend to have con- 
fidered the prefent ftate of vice, feem to doubt 
of? — This objedion I, in fome meafurc, have 
anticipated in the beginning of this difcourfe ; 
— and what I have to add to that argmnent 
is this, — that as it is impoffible to decide the 
point by evidence of fads, which at fo great 
a dillance cannot be brought together and com- 
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pared, — it muft be decided by reafon, and thfr 
probability of things ; upoi^ which ifTue, one 
might appeal to the mod profefTed deift> and 
tmft him to determine, — whether the lives of 
thofe who are fet loofe from all obligations, 
but thofe of conveniency,— can be compared 
with thofe who have been bleft with the ex- 
traordinary light of a religion ? — and whether 
fo juft and holy a religion as the chriftian, 
which fets reftraints even upon our thoughts, 
— ^a religion which gives us the moft engaging 
ideas of the perfeftions of God, — ^at the fame 
time that it imprefles the moft awful ones of 
his majefty and power ;-^a Being rich in mer- 
cies, but if they are abufed, terrible in his 
judgments ;— one conftantly about our fecret 
paths, — about our beds ;— who fpieth out all 
our ways, noticeth all our anions, and is fo 
pure in his nature, that he will punifh even 
the wicked imaginations of his heart, and has 
appointed a day wherein he will enter into this 
enquiry, and execute judgment according as 
we have deferved. — 

If cither the hopes or fears, the paffions or 
reafon of men are to be wrought upon at all, 
O 2 
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fuch principles muft have an effed, t]iottgh> I 
own, very far (hort of what a thinHng man 
ihonld exped from fuch motives. — 

No donbt, there is ^:'eat room for ionend* 
ment in the chriftian world, — and the profef- 
fors of our holy religion may in general be faid 
to be a very corrupt and bad generatioa of 
men, — confidering what reafoas and obligate 
ons they have to be better. — Yet ftiU I affirm, 
if thofe reflraints were leffened, — ^thc world 
would be infinitely worfe ; — aixi therefore we 
cannot fufficiently blefs and adore the good- 
nefs of God, for thefe advantages brou^t by 
the coming of Chrift, — whkh God grant that 
we may live to be naore defei-ving of; — that, 
in the lad day, when he fliall come again to 
judge the worlds we may rife to life immoftal* 
Amen. 
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Truft in God. 
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Psalm zxxvii. 3. 
Put thou thy truji in the Lord. — 

WHOEVER ferioufly reflets upon the 
ftate and condition of man, and looks 
upon that dark fide of it, which reprefents his 
life as open to fo many caufes of trouble; — 
when he fees how often he cats the bread of 
affliction, and that he is bom to it as naturally 
as the fparks fly upwards; — ^that no rank or 
degrees of men are exempted from this law of 
our beings ; — ^but that all, from the high cedar 
of Libanus to the humble fhrub upon the waU» 
are (hook in their turns by numberlefs calami- 
ties and diftrefles : — ^when one fits down and 
looks upon this gloomy fide of things, with all 
the forrowful changes and chances which fur- 
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round us, — at the firft fight, — would not one 
wonder, how the fpirit of a man could bear 
the infirmities of his nature, and what it is 
that fupports him, as it does, under the many 
evil accidents which he meets with in his paf- 
fage through the valley of tears? — ^Without 
fome certain aid within us to bear us up, — {o 
tender a frame as ours, would be but ill fitted 
to encounter what generally befals it in this 
rugged journey :- — ^and accordingly we find, — 
that we are fo curioufly wrought by an all- • 
wife hand, with a view to this,- — that in the 
very compofition and texture of our nature, 
there is a remedy and provifion left againft 
moft of the evils we fuffer; — we being fo or- 
dered, — that the principle of felf-love ^en us 
for prefervation, comes in here to our aid, — 
by opening a door of hope, and in the worft 
emergencies, flattering us with a belief that 
we Ihall extricate ourfelves, and live to fee 
better days. — 

This expeiftation,— though in fed it no way 
alters the nature of the crofs accidents to which 
we lay open, or does at all pervert the courfe of 
them, yet impofes upon the fenfe of them, and 
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Kkc a fccret fpring hx a WcU-conttivcd machine, 
though it cannot preveiit, at leaft it counter- 
balances the preflure,-^and fo bears up tlus 
tottering, tender frame linder many a violent 
fliock and hard juftling, which btherwife would 
unavoidably ovcrwhelih it.^^Without fuch an 
inward refbnr<Je, from an inclination, which 
is natural to man, to truft and hope for re- 
.drefs in the moft deplorable conditions, — his 
Hate in this life Would be, of all creatures, the 
moft miferable. — When his mind was either 
\vrung with affliflign,— or his body lay tortur- 
ed with the gout or ftone, — did he think that 
in this world there ihould be no refpite to his 
forrow ;— could he believe the pains he endur- 
ed would continue equally intenfe, — ^without 
remedy, — without intermiflion; — with what 
deplorable lamentation would he languifh out 
his day, — and how fweet, as Job fays, would 
clods of the valley he to him ? — ^But fo fad a 
perfuafion, whatever grounds there may b# 
fometimes for it, fcarce ever gets full pofleflion 
of the mind of man, which by nature ftrug- 
gles againft defpair : fo that whatever part of 
us fuflFers, — the darkeft mind inftantly ufhers 
P 
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ia tbis reKef to it,— points out to hop^, en- 
courage to buiidy though on a fandy founda- 
tion, and raifes an .expectation in us, that 
things will come to a fortunate iflii^. — And 
indeed it is fomething furprifing to confider 
the ftrange force of this paflion ; — what won- 
ders it has wrought in fupporting men's fpirits 
in aU ages, and under fuch inextricable diffi- 
culties, that they have fometimes hoped, as 
the apoftle expreffes it, even againft hope, — 
againft all likelihood ; — and have looked for- 
Tyards with comfort under misfortunes, when, 
there has been little or nothing to favour fuch 
an expedlation. 

This jflattering propenfity in us, which I 
have here reprefented, as it is built upon one 
of the moft deceitful of human paffions, — 
(that is) — felf-Iove, which at all times inclines 
us to think better of ourfelves, and conditions^ 
^han there is ground for ; — ^how great focver 
the relief is, which a man draws fi'om it at 
prefent, it too often difappoints in the end, 
leaving him to go on his way forrowing,^ — 
mourning, — as the prophet fays, that his hope 
is loft, — So that, after all, in our feverer trials. 
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we ftiQ find a neceiStf of calling in fbmetliing 
to aid this principle, aiid dire^ it fo, t&at it 
inaj not wander with this uncert^n ^xpe^ti- 
oa of what may never be accomplifhed, — ^but 
fir itfelf upon a proper objeft of truft and re- , 
liance, that is able to fulfil our defires, to hear 
our cry, and to help us. — ^The pa(£on of hope, 
without this, though in ftraits a man may fup- 
port his fpirits for a time with a general ex- 
pe^ation of better fortune ; — yet, like a ihip 
toffed without a pilot upon a troublefome fea, 
— it may float upon the ftirface for a while, but 
is never, — never likely to be brought to the 
haven where it would be. — ^To accomplilh this, 
— reafon and religion are called in at length, 
and join with nature in exhorting us to hope ; 
— but to hope in God, in whofe hands are the 
iflues of life and death, — ^and without whofe 
knowlege and permiffion we know that not a 
hair of our heads can fall to the ground. — 
Strengthened with this anchor of hope, which 
keeps us ftedfaft, when the rains defcend, and 
the floods come upon us, however the forrows 
of a man are multiplied, he bears up hb head, 
looks towai'ds heaven with confidence, wait- 

P 2 
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mg fpr the falvation of God : — ^he then builds 
upon a rock againft which the gates of hell 
cannot prevail, — He may be troubled^ it is 
true, on every fide, but ihall not be diftrefled, 
-T-pcrplexed, yet not in dcfpair :-rr-though he 
walks through the valley of the fhadow of 
death, ^veu he fgars no evil ; this rod and this 
ftl^ff comfort him. 

The virtue of this h?d been fufficiently tried 
by David^ smd had, no doubt, been of ufe tQ 
him in the courfe of a life full of affli^ions ; 
many of which were fo great, that he declares, 
that he fliould verily have fainted under the 
fenfe and apprehenfion of them^ but that he 
believed to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in the 
land pf the living,-?»-He believed 1— how could 
he do othcrwife ? He had all the conviddon 
that rcafo;a an^ infpiration coi^ld giye him,— ^ 
that there was a Pfing in whom every thing 
.concurred which could be the proper objeft of 
truft and confidence ; — rpojrer to help, — and 
goodneft always to incline him to do it. — He 
j^new this infinite Being, tho* his dwelling was fa 
high — that his glory was above the heavens, — • 
yet Ijiumbled himfelf tp behold the things that 
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are done in besuren and earth : — that he was not 
an idle and diftant ipe^ator of what pa£ed 
there, but that he was a prefent help in time 
of trouble : — that he bowed the heavens and 
came down to over-rule the courfe of things; 
delivering the poor, and him that was in mi-^ 
fery, from him that was too flrong for' him ; 
lifting the fimple out of his diftrefs, and gua^rdo 
ing him by his providence, fo, that no man 
Ihould do him wrong : — that neither the fun 
fliould fmite him by day, neither the moon by 
iMght. — Of this the Pfalmift had fuch evidence 
from his obfervation on the life of others, with 
the (h*ongeft conviction, at the fame time, 
which a long life full of perfonal deliverances 
could give ; — all which taught him the value 
of the lefTon in the text, from which he had 
received fb much encouragement himfelf,-^ 
that he tranfmits it for the benefit of the whole 
race of mankind after him, to fupport them, 
^ it had done him, under the affliCUons which 
befel him. 

Trujl in God: — as if he had faid, whofo- 
ever thou art that fliall hereafter fall into any 
foch ftraits or troubles as I have experienced. 
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— ^kam by my example, where tt> leek for fuc- 
conr; — tmft not in princes, nor in any child 
of man, for there la no help in them : — the 
fens of men, who are of low degree, arc ra- 
nity, and are not Mc to help thee;-*-inen 
of high degree are a lie, — too often deceive 
thy hopes, and wiH not help diee : — bat thou, 
when thy ibul b in heavinefs, — torn thy eyes 
from the earth, and look up towards heayen» 
to that infinitely land and powerful Being, who 
neither flumbereth nor fleepeth; who is a pife- 
fent help in time of trouUe :-— deipond not, 
and fay within thyfelf, — why his chariot 
wheels ftay fo long i and why he voachfafeth 
thee not a fpeedy relief? — but arm thyfelf in 
diy misfortunes -mth patience and fortitude ; 
— tiu£t in God, who fees all thole conflids 
under which thou laboureft, — who knows thy 
neceffities a&r off, — and puts all thy tears in- 
to his bottle ; — ^who lees every carefiii thought 
and penfive look, — and hears every figh and 
melancholy groan thou uttereft. — 

In all thy exigencies truft and depend on 
him ; — 4ior ever doubt but he, who heareth 
the cry of the fatherlels, and defendeth the 



d by Google 



S_ E R M O M VII. 117 

cau& of the widow, if it is juft^ will hear thine, 
and either lighten thy burden, and let thee 
go free ;^r-Hor, which is the fame, if that fecaas 
not meet, hj adding ftrength to thy mind, to 
enable thee to fnfiain what he has fn£Fered to 
be laid upon thee. 

Whoever recoUedb the particular pfalms 
faid to be compofed by this great man, under 
l;he feveral difh-efFes and erofs accidents of his 
life, will perceive the juftice of this paraphrafe, 
which is agreeable to the ftrain of reafoning, 
— which runs through, — ^which is little elfe 
than a recolle^on of his own words and 
thoughts upon thoie occaiions, in all which 
he appears U) have been no lefs iignal in his 
afflidions, than in his piety, and in that^ood- 
nefs of foul which he difcovers under them. — 
I faid, the reflexions upon his own life and 
providential efcapes, which he had experienc- 
ed, had had a Ihare in forming thefe religi- 
ous fentiments of truft in his mind, which had 
fo early taken root, that when he was going 
to fight the Philiftine, — when he was but a 
youth and flood before Saul, — he had already 
learned to argue in this manner : — ^Let no man's 
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heart fail him ;— thy fervant kept his father's 
fhecp, and there came a lion and a bear, and 
took a lamb out of the flock, and I went out 
after him aild fmote him, and delivered it out 
of his mouth ; and when he arofe againft me, I 
caught him by the beard, and fmdtc him, and 
flew him; — thy fervant flew both the lion and 
the bear, and this uncircUmcifed Philiftiiie will 
be as one of them; — ^for the Lord, who deli- 
vered me out of the paw of the li6n, and out 
of the paw of the bear,-^he will alfo deliver 
me out of his hand. — 

The conclufioh wsts natural, and the ej^pe- 
rience which every man has had of God's for- 
mer loving HnHppIg a.nd protedion to him, ei- 
ther m dangers or diftrefs, unavoidably engage 
him to thi^ in the fame train. — It is obferv- . 
able, that the apoille Su Paul, encouraging 
the Corinthians to bear with patience the trials 
incident to human narure, reminds them of 
the deliverances that God did formerly vouctt^ 
fafe to him, and his fellow labourers. Gains 
and Ariftarchus ; — and on that ground builds 
a rock of encouragement, for future truft and 
Uependance on him. — ^His life had been in very 
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great jeopardy at EpIiefus,-^«-where be had 
like to have been brought out to the theatre, 
to be devoured by wild beafts, and indeed had 
no human means to avert, — and confequently 
to efcape it ;— and therefore, he tells them, 
tha^t he had this advantage by it, that the 
more he believed he fhould be put to death, 
the more he was engaged by his deliverance, 
never to depend on any worldly truft, but on- 
ly on God, who can refcue from the greateft 
extremity, even from the grave and death it- 
felf* — For we would not, brethren, fays he, 
liave you ignorant of our trouble, which came 
to us in Afia, that we were prefled out of 
meafure, above our ftrength, infomuch that 
we defpaired even of life y — ^but we had the 
Sentence of death in ourfelves, that we fhould 
not trail in ourfelves, but in God, who raifeth 
the dead, who delivered us from fo great a 
death, and doth deliver, and in whom we 
truft that he will ftill deliver us. 

And indeed a ftronger argument cannot be 
brought for future truft, than the rememberance 
of paft protedion ; — for what ground or rea- 
fon can I have to diftraft the kindnefs of ^at 
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perfon, who has always been my friend and 
benefadlor ? 

On whom can I better rely for afSftance in 
the day of my diftrefs, than on him who flood 
by me in all mine affliction ? — and, when I 
was at the brink of deftniAion, delivered me 
out of all my troubles ? Would it not be high* 
ly ungrateful, and reflect either upon his 
goodnefs or his fufficiency, to diftruft that 
providence which has always had a watchful 
eye over me ? — and who, according to his 
gracious promifes, will never leave me, nor 
forfake me ; and who, in all my wants, in all 
my emergencies, has been abundantly more 
willing to give, than I to aflc it. — -If the for- 
mer and the latter rain have hitherto defcend- 
ed upon the earth in due feafon, and feed time 
and l^arveft have never yet failed ;-i-why fhould 
I fear famine in the land, or doubt, but that 
he who feedeth the raven, and providently 
catereth for the fparrow, fhould likewife be 
my comfort ? — How unlikely is it that ever he 
^ould fuffer his truth to fail ? — ^This train of 
reflexion, from the coniideration of pafl mer-i 
cie^, is fuitable and natural to all miankind ;— r:: 
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there being no one, who by calling to mind 
God*s kindnefles, which have been ever of old, 
but will fee caufe to apply the argument to 
himfelf. — 

And though, in looking back upon the e- 
vents which have befallen us, we are apt to 
attribute too much to the arm of flefh, in re- 
counting the more fuccefsful parts of them ; fay- 
ing,- — My wifdom, my parts, and addrefs, ex- 
tricated me from this misfortune ; — my fore- 
fight and penetration faved me from a fecond ; 
— ^my courage, and the mightinefs of my 
ftrength, carried me through a third : — How- 
ever we are accuftomed to talk in this manner, 
—yet whoever cooly fits down and reflects up- 
on the many accidents (though very impro- 
perly called fo) which have befallen him in the 
courfe of his life, — when he confiders the ma- 
ny amazing turns in his favour, — fometimes 
in the moft unpromifing cafes, — and often 
brought about by the moft unlikely caufes ; — 
when he remembers the particular providences 
which have gone along with him, the many 
perfonal deliverances which have preferved 
him, — the unaccountable manner in which he 

0^2 
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has been enabled to get through difficulties/ 
•which on all fides befet him, on one time of 
his life, or the ftrength of mind he found him- 
felf endowed with, to encounter affltdions^ 
which fell upon him at another period :— 
where is the man, I fay, who looks back with 
th^ lead religious fenfe, upon what has hap-» 
petted to him, who could not give you faffici- 
ent proofs of God's power, and his arm over 
hiip, and recount fev^ral cafes, wherein the 
God qf Jacob was his help, and the Holy One 
of Ifrael his redeemer ? 

Haft thou ever laid upon the bed of lan- 
guifhing, or laboured under a grievous di- 
ftemper which threatened thy life ? Call tcv 
mind thy forrowful and penfive fpirit at that 
time ; and add to it, who it was that had 
mercy on thee, that brought thee out of dark- 
nefs and the fhadow of death, and made all 
thy bed in thy ficknefs. 

Hath the fcantinefs of thy condition hurri- 
ed thee into great ftraits and difficulties, and 
brought thee alraoft to diftra<aion ? — Confider 
who it was that fpread thy table in that wil- 
demefs of thought, — who was it made thy cup 



d by Google 



S E R M O N Vn. 12J 

to C7erflotf» wHo added a frietid qF coniblad- 
on to thee, dud thoreby i^ake peace to thy 
troubled mind.-^Haft thou eveir fitfiained any 
coniiderable damage in xkf ftock or trade ?— - 
Bethink thyfelf who it was that gave thee a 
ierene and contented mind under thofe lofles^ 
— «If diou haft reeovered,^^«oniider who it 
was that repaired thoie breaches, — when thy 
own fldll and endeavonrs fiuled: — call to 
mind whofe providence has blefled them fince^ 
— ^whoie hand it wits that has fince let a hedge 
about thee^ and made all that thoa haft done 
to profper. — Haft thou ever been wounded in 
thy more tender pares^ tluxiugh the lofs of an 
obligiu^ hufband ?-^-or haft thoa been torn a- 
way from the embraces of a dear and promi- 
fing child> by its udexpeded death ?*— 

O conftder, whether the God of truth did 
not approve himfelf a jather to/diee, when 
fatherlefs,— -or a hufband to thee, when a wi- 
dow, — and has either given thee a name bet- 
ter than of Tons and daughters, or even beyond 
thy hope, made thy remaining tender branches 
to grow up tall and beaudful, like the cedars 
of Libanus. — 



d by Google 



124 SERMON YII. 

Strengthened by thefe confiderations, fug' 
gefting the fame or like paft deliverances, ei- 
ther to thyfelf, — thy friends or acquaintance, 
— thou wilt learn this great leflbn in the text, 
in all thy emergencies and diftrefles, — ^to truft 
God ; and whatever befalls thee, in the many 
changes and chances of this mortal life, to 
fpeak comfort to thy foul, and to fay in the 
words of Habakkuk the prophet, with which" 
I conclude, — 

Although the fig tree fhall not bloifom, nei- 
ther Ihall fruit be in the vines ; — although the 
labour of the olive fhall fail, and the field 
fhall yield no meat ; — although the flock fhall 
be cut oflF from the fold, and there fjiall be no 
herd in the ftalls ; yet will we rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of our falvation. — 

To whom be all honour and glory, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
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Exodus xxi. 14. 

But tf a man come prefumptuoujly upon his 
neighbour y tojlay him 'with guile; — thoujhalt 
take him from my altar^ that he may die. 

AS the end and happy refult of fociety, 
was our mutual prote^ion from the de- 
predations which malice and avarice lays us 
open to, — fo have the laws of God laid pro- 
portionable reftraints againft fuch violations as 
would defeat us of fuch a fecurity. — Of all o- 
ther attacks which can be made againft us, — 
that of a man*s life, — which is his all, — being 
the greateft, — the offence in God*s difpenfati- 
on to the Jews, was denounced as the moft 
heinous, — and reprefented as moft unpardon- 
able. — At the hand of every man's brother 
will I require the life of man. — Whofo flied- 
deth man's blood, by man Ihall his blood be 
fhed. — Ye ihall take no fatisfa<ftion for the life 
of a murderer j — he fhall furely be put to death, 
R 
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— ;So ye fhall not pollute the land wherein ye 
are, — for blood defileth the land; — ^and the 
land cannot be cleanfed of blood that is fhed 
therein, but by the blood of him that fhed it. 
— For this reafon, by the laws of all civilized 
nations, in all parts of the globe, it has bedi 
punifhed with death. — 

Some civilized and wife communities have 
fo far incorporated thefe fevere difpenfations 
into their municipal laws, as to allow of no 
diftindion betwixt murder and homicide, — at 
leaft in the penalty ; — leaving the intentions 
of the feveral parties concerned in it to that 
Being who knows the heart, and will adjuft 
the differences of the cafe hereafter. — ^This 
falls, no doubt, heavy upon particular*, — but 
it is urged for the benefit of the whole. — It is 
not the bufinefs of a preacher to enter into an 
examination of the grounds and reafons for fo 
feeming a feverity.— Where moft fevere,— 
they have proceeded, no doubt, from an ex- 
cefs of abhorrence of a crime, — which is, of 
all others, moft terrible and fhocking in its 
own nature,— and the moft diredt attack and 
ftroke at fociety ;— as the fecurity of a man's 
life was the firft prote^ion of fociety,— the 
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ground-work of all the other bleflings to be 
dedred from fuch a compaQ. — ^Thefts, — op- 
preffionsy — exactions, and violences of that 
kind» cut off the branches ; — this finote the 
root : — all pcrifhed with it ; — the injury irre- 
parable. — ^No after-a<5l could make amends for 
it. — ^What recompence can he give to a man 
in exchange for his life ? — What fatisfa<5Hon to 
the widow, — the fatherlefs, — to the family, — 
the friends, — the relations cut off from his 
proteAion, and rendered perhaps deftitute, — 
pei'haps miferable for ever ! — 

No wonder, that, by the law of nature, — 
this crime was always purfued with the moft 
extreme vengeance ; — which made the barba- 
rians to judge, when they faw St. Paul upon 
the point of dying a fudden and terrifying 
death, — No doubt this man is a murderer ; 
who, though he has efcaped the fea, yet ven- 
geance fuffereth not to live.— 

The cenfure there was rafli and uncharit- 
able ; — but the honeft deteftation of the crime 
was uppermoft. — ^They faw a dreadful punifti- 
ment, — they thought ; — and in feeing the one, 
— they fufpedled the other. — And the venge- 
R 2 
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ance which had overtaken the holy man, was 
meant by them the vengeance and punifhmejit 
of the almighty Being, whofe providence and 
honour was concerned in the purfuing hiin> 
from the place he had fled from, to that ifland. 
The honour apd authority of God is moft 
evidently ftruck at, moft certainly, in every 
fuch crime, — and therefore he would purfue 
it ; — ^it being the reafon, in the ninth of Gene* 
lis, upon which the prohibition of murder is 
grounded ;-— for in the image of God created 
he man ; — as if to attempt the life of a man 
had fomething in it peculiarly daring ind au- 
dacious ; not oniy {hocking as to its confequence 
above all other crimes, — but of pcrfonal vio- 
lence and indignity againft God, the author 
of our life and death. — ^That it is the higheft 
a6l of injuftice to man, and which will admit 
of no compenfation, — I have faid, — But the 
depriving a man of life, does not comprehend 
the wfiole of his fuffering ; — he may be cut 
off in an unprovided or difordered condition, 
with regard to the great account betwixt him- 
felf and his Maker. — He may be under the 
power of irregular paffions and defires. — The 
bcft of men are not always upon their guard. 
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And I am fure we have all reafon to join in that 
aflFedting part of our Litany, — ^That amongft 
other evils, — -God would deliver us from fud- 
den death; — that we may have fome forefight 
of that period to compofe our fpirits, — ^prepare 
our accounts, — and put ourfelves in the beft 
pofture wc can to meet it ; for, after we are 
moft prepared, — it is a terror to human natiire. 
The people of fome nations are faid to have 
a peculiar art in poifoning by flow and gradu- 
al advances. — In this cafe, — ^however horrid, 
— it favours of mercy with regard to our fpt- 
ritual ftate ; — for the fenfible decays of nature, 
which a fufferer muft feel within hrm from the 
fecret workings of the horrid drug, — giY^ 
warning, and fliew that mercy which the 
bloody hand that comes upon his neighbour 
fiiddenly and flays him with guile, — ^has deni- 
ed him. — It may fervc to admonifli him of the 
duty of repentance, and to make his peace with 
God, whilft he had time and opportunity. — 
The fpeedy execution of juftice, which as our 
laws now ftand, and which were intended for 
that end, — ^muft ftrike the greater terror upon 
that account. — Short as the interval between 
fentence and death is, — it is long, compared 
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to the cafe of the murdered. — ^Thou allowedft 
the man no time» — faid the judge to a late cri- 
minal, in a moft affeding manner ; — thou al- 
lowedft him not a moment to prepare for e- 
temity ; — and to one who thinks at all, — ^it is, 
of all reflexions and felf-accufation, the moft 
heavy and unfurmountable,-«-That by the 
hand of violence, a man in a perfed ftate of 
health, whilft he walks out in perfedk fecurity, 
as he thinks, with his friends ; — perhaps while 
he is fleeping foundly, — to be hurried out of 
the world by the aflaflin, — by a fudden ftroke, 
— to find himfelf at the bar of God's juftice, 
without notice and preparation for his trial,— 
'tis moft horrible ! — 

Though he be really a good man, (and it is 
to be hoped God makes merciful allowances in 
fuch cafes) — ^yet it is a terrifying conlideration 
at the beft; — and as the injury is greater, — 
there are alfo very aggravating circumftances 
relating to the perfon who conunits this aft. — 
As when it is the eflfeft not of a rafti and fud- 
den paflion, which fometimes diforders and 
confounds reafon for a moment, — ^but of a de- 
liberate and propenfe defign or malice. — ^When 
the fun not only goes down, but rifes upon 



d by Google 



SERMON VIII. 135 

Ills wrath; — when he flecps not — till he has 
ftruck the ftroke ; — when, after he has had 
time and leifure to recoiled himfelf, — and con- 
fider what he is going to do ; — ^whcn, after all 
the checks of confcience, — the (buggies of hu- 
manity, — the recoilings of his own blood, at 
the thoughts of fhedding another man's, — ^hc 
{hall perfift ftill, — and refolve to do it. — Mer- 
ciful God ! proted us — ^ftom doing or fuffering 
fuch evils. — BlefTed be thj name and provi- 
dence, which feldom ever fuffers it to efcapc 
with impunity. — In vain does the guilty flatter 
himfelf with hopes of fecrecy or impunity : — 
the eye of God is always upon him — ^Whither 
can he fly from his prefence ! — By the immen- 
fity of it, to all times; — ^by his omnifcience, 
to all thoughts, words and adions of men. — 
By an emphatical phrafe in Scripture, the 
blood of the innocent is faid to cry to heaven 
from the ground for vengeance ; — and it was 
for this reafon, that he might be broiight to 
jufticc,— that he was debarred the benefit of 
any afylum and the cities of refuge. — For the 
elders of his city (hall fend and fetch him thence, 
and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of 
blood, — and that their eye fhould not pity him. 
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The text fays, — ^Thou (halt take him from 
my altar that he may die. — It had been a ve- 
ry ancient imagination, that for men guilty 
of this and other horrid crimes, — a place held 
facred, as dedicated to God, was a refuge and 
protection to them from the hands of jufUce. — 
The law of God cuts the tranfgreflbr oflF from 
all delufive hopes of this kind ; — ^and I think 
the Romiih church has very little to boaft of 
in the fandhiaries which (Jie leaves open, for this 
and other crunes and irregularities. — Sandu- 
aries which are often the firft temptations to 
wickedncfs, and therefore bring the greater 
(candal and difhonour to her that authorizes 
their pretenfions. — 

Every obftrudtion of the courfe of jufticc, — 
is a door opened to betray fociety, and bereave 
us of thofe bleilings which it has in view. — ^To 
ftand up for the privileges of fuch places, is to 
invite men to fm with a bribe of impunity. — 
It is a ftrange way of doing honour to God, 
to fcreen anions, which are a difgrace to hu- 
manity. — 

What Scripture and all civilized nations 
teach concerning the crime of taking away a- 
nother man's life, — is applicable to the wicked- 
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aefi of a man's attempting to bereave KhnTelf 
of lus own —He has no more right over it, — 
than over that of others : — and whatever falfe 
^ofles have been put upon it by men of bad 
heads or bad hearts, — it is at the bottom a 
complication of cowardice^ jmd wickedness, 
and weako^fs ; — is one of the £atale&. miftakes, 
desperation can hurry a man into ; — inconfift* 
cnt with all the reafoning and religion of the 
w<M'ld, and irreconcileable with that patience 
under afflidions, — that refignation and fub- 
miffion to the will of God in all ftraits, which 
is required of us. — But if our calamities are 
1»x>oght upon ourfelves by a man's own wick* 
ednefs, — (Hll has he leis to urge, — ^leaft reafon 
has he to renounce the prote^ion of God — 
when he fiands moft in need of it, and of his 
mercy. — 

But as I intend the fubjed of felf-murd^ 
for my diicourfe next Sunday, — I ihall not 
anticipate what I have to fay, — ^but proceed 
to coniSder feme other ca&s, in which the law 
rdating to the life of our neighbour is tranf- 
greded in difiFeroit degrees. — ^AU which are 
generally ipoken rf under the fubjed of mur- 
S 
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der, — and confidercd by the bcft cafuii{s as a 
fpecies of the fame, — and in juftice to the fub* 
jcft cannot be pafled here. — 

St. John fays, Whofocver hateth his bro- 
ther is a murderer; — it is the firfl ftep to this 
fin ;— and our Saviour, in his fermon upon 
the mount, has explained in how many {lighter 
and unfufpeded ways and degrees, — the com- 
mand in the law, — ^Thou (halt do no murder, 
maybe oppofed, if not broken. — All real mif- 
chiefs and injuries malicioufly brought upon a 
man, to the forrow and difturbance of his 
mind, — eating out the comfort of his life, and 
Shortening his days, — are this fin in diiguife ; 
—and the grounds of the Scripture exprefling 
it with fuch feverity, is, — that the beginnings 
of wrath and malice, — in event, often extend 
to fuch great and unforefeen effeds, as, were 
we foretold them, — we fliould give fo little 
credit to, as to fay,— Is thy fervant a dog, 
that he fliould do this thmg ? — And tho' thefe 
beginnings do not neceflarily produce the worft- 
(God forbid they fliould,) yet they cannot be 
committed without thefe evil feeds are firft 
fbwn : — As Cain's caufelefs anger (as Dr, 
Clfirk obferves) againft his brother, — to whidj^ 
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the apoftle alludes — ended in taking away his 
life ; — and the beft inftrudtors teach us, that 
to avoid a fin, — ^we muft avoid the fteps and 
temptations which lead to it.**- 

This fhould wain us to free our minds from 

. ail tindure of avarice, and defire after what 
is another man's. — It operates the fame way, 
— and has terminated too oft in the fame a-ime. 
— And it is the great excellency of the chrifti- 
an religion,— that it has an eye to this, in the 
ftrefs laid upon the firft fprings of evils in the 
heart; — rendering us accountable not only for 
our words, — but the thoughts themfelves, — 
if not checked in time, but fuffered to proceed 
fiirther than the firft motions of concupifcence. 
Ye have heard, therefore, fays our Saviour, 
that it was faid by them of old time, — ^Thou 
fhalt not kill ; — ^but J fay unto you, — ^whofo- 
ever is angry with his brother without a caufe, 
fhall be in danger of the judgment ; — and who- 
foever ihall fay to his brother, Raca, — fhall be 

- in danger of the council ; — but whofoever fhall 
fay, " thou fool," — fhall be in danger of hell- 
fire. — ^The interpretation of which 1 fhall give 
you in the words of a great fcripturift, Dr. 
Clark, — and is as follows : — That the three 
S 2 
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gradations of crimei are an allnfion to the three 
different degrees of punifhiQrnt9 in the three 
courts of judicature amongft the Jews. — ^And 
our Saviour's meaning was, — ^That every de- 
gree'of fin, from its firft conception to its out- 
rage,— -every degree of malice and hatred, 
{hall receive from God a punifhment proporti- 
onable to the oflFcnce. — ^Whereas the old law, 
according to the Jewifh interpretation, extend- 
ed not to thefe things at aU, — ^forbade only 
murder and outward injuries. — Whofoevcr 
(hall fay, " thou fool," fhall be in danger of 
hell-fire. — ^The fenfe of which is not that, in 
the ftriA and literal acceptation, every ralh 
and paflionate exprefiion ihall be punifiied with 
eternal damnation ; — (for who then would be 
favcd ?) — ^but that at the exaft account in the 
judgment of the great day, ev^y fecret thought 
and intent of the heart fiiall have its jufi efti- 
mation and weight in the degrees of punifh- 
ment, which fhall be afiigned to every one in 
his final ftate. 

There is another fpecies of this crime whicb 
is feldom taken notice of in difcourfes upon 
the fubjefl,— and yet can be reduced to no o- 
ther clafs : — And that is, where the life of our 
neighbour is fhortened, — and often taken a- 
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way as diredly as by a weapcm, by the cmpi- 
' rical fale of noftmins and quack iiiediciiies» — 
which ignorance and anoice bknd. — The 
loud tongue of ignorance impodently pronufcs 
much, — and the ear of the iick is open. — And 
as many of thefe pretenders deal in edge tools, 
too many, I fear, perifli with the mifapplica- 
tion of them. — 

So great are the difficnhies of tracing oat 
the hidden caufes of the evils to which this 
frame of ours is fubjed, — that the moft candid 
of the profefiion hare ever allowed and lament* 
ed how unavoidaUy they are in the dark. — 
So that the bed medicines, adminiftered with 
the wifeft heads, — ^Cball often do the mifchief 
they were intended to prevent. — Thefe are 
misfortunes to which we are ibbjed in this 
ftate of darknefs; — but when men withont 
flcill, — without education, — ^without knowlege 
either of the diftemper, or even of what they 
fell, — make merchandize of the miierable,— > 
and from a difhoneft prindple — trifle with the 
pains of the unfortunate, — ^too often with their 
lives, — and from the mere motive of a difho- 
neft gain, — every fuch inftance of a perfon be- 
reft of life by the hand of ignorance, can be 
confidered in no other light than a branch of 
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the fame root. — ^It is murder in the true fenfc ; 
— ^which, though not cognizable by our laws, 
— ^by the laws of right, every man's own mind 
and conference, muid appear equally black and 
deteftable. 

In doing what is wrong, — ^we (land charge- 
able with all the bad confequences which arife 
from the adion, whether forefeen or. hot. — 
And as the principal view of the empiric in 
thofe cafes is not what he always pretends,— 
the good of the public, — but the good of 
himfelf, — it makes the adion what it is. — 

Under this head it may not be improper to 
comprehend all adulterations of medicines, 
wilfully made worfe through avarice, — If a 
life is loft by fuch wilful adulteration, — and it 
may be affirmed, that in many critical turns 
of an acute diftcmper, there is but a fmgle 
caft left for the patient, — the trial and chance 
of a fingle drug in his behalf; — ^and if that 
has wilftdly been adulterated and wilfully de- 
fpoiled of its bell virtues, — ^what will the ven- 
der anfwer ? — 

May God grant we may all anfwer well 
for ourfelves, that wc may be finally happy. 
Amen. 
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Sanftity of the Apoftles. 
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Matthew xU 6.. 
Buffed is hcf that Jh all not he offended in me^ 

THE general prejudices of the Jewifh na- 
tion concerning the royal ftate ancUcon- 
dition of the Saviour, whd was to come into 
the world,. — was a ftone of ftumbling, and a 
rock of otfence, to the greateft part of that 
unhappy and prepoffeffed people, wh^ the 
promife was adlually fulfilled. — Whether It was 
altogether the traditions of their fathers,^--or 
that the rapturous expreffions c^ the prophets, 
which reprefented the Meffiah's fpiritual king- 
dom in fuch extent of power and dominion, 
milled them into it; — or that their own car- 
nal ezpedtations turned wilful interpreters up* 
on them, inclining them to look for nothing 
but the wealth and worldly grandeur which 
were to be acquired under their deliverer ;— 
•whether thefe, — or that the fyftem of tempo- 
ral bleflings helped to cherifh them in this grofs 
T 
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and covetous expe^tion, — it was one of the 
great canfes for their rejeding him,—" This 
fellow, we know not whence he is," — ^was the 
popular cry of one part ; — and they who feem* 
ed to know whence he was, fcomfiilly turned 
it againft him, by the repeated quere, — Is not 
this the carpenter, the fon of Mary, the bro- 
ther of James and Jofes, and of Juda and Si- 
mon ? — and are not his fifters here with us ? 
— And they were offended at him. — So th?it, 
though it was prepared by God to be the glo- 
ry of his people Ifrael, yet the circumftances 
of humility, in which he was manifefted, were 
thought a fcandal to them. — Strange ! — that 
he who was bom their king, — fliould be bom of 
no other virgin than Mary,— the mcaneft of their 
people ; — (for he hath regarded the low eftate 
of his handmaiden) — and one of the pooreft 
too : — ^for ihe had not a lamb to offer, but 
was purified, as Mofes dire^ed in fuch a cafe, 
by the oblation of a turtle-dove ; — that the 
Saviour of their nation, whom they expe^ed 
to be ufhered amidft them with all the eniigns 
and apparatus of royalty, fkould be brought 
forth in a flable, and anfwerable to diilrefs ; — 
fubjedted all his life to the loweft conditions of 
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lunnanity : — that whilfl he lived, he fhould 
not have a hole to put his head in, nor his 
corpfe in, when he died ; — ^but his grave too, 
muft be the gift of charity. — Thefe were 
thwarting confiderations to thofe who waited 
for the redemption of lirael, and looked for 
it hi no other (hape, than the accomplifhment 
of thofe golden dreams of temporal power and 
fovereignty, which had filled their imaginad- 
ens. — The ideas were not to be reconciled ; — 
and £6 infuperable an obftacle was the preju- 
dice on one fide, to their belief on the other, 
— that it literally fell out, as Simeon prophe- 
ticaOy declared of the Mefliah, — that he was 
fet forth for the fallp as well as the riling a- 
gain, ofmanyinlfrael. 

This, though it was the caufe of their in- 
fidelity, — ^was however no excufe for it. — For 
whatever thefe miftakes were, the miracles 
which were wrought in cohtradiftion to them, 
brought conviction ^enough to leave them with- 
out excufe; — and befides, it was natural for 
them to have concluded, had their prepoflef- 
fions given them leave, — that he who fed five 
thoufand with five loaves and two fiflies, could 
T 2 
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not want power to be great ;-— and therefore 
needed not to appear in the eondition of pd«- 
vertj and meannefs» Jiad it not, on other (bores* 
been more needful to confrcmt the pride and 
vanity of the world,— and to fliew his foUoW" 
ers what the temper of chriftianity was, by the 
temper of its firft inftitutor ;~who> tho' they 
were offered, and he could have commanded 
them, — defpifed the glories of the world ;'^ 
took upon him the fortn of a fervant ;— ^and 
though equal with God,— yet made himfelf 
of no reputation,-^that he might ieule, and 
be the example of fo holy and humble a religi- 
on, and thereby convince his difciples for e- 
ver, that neither his kingdom nor their hap^ 
pinefs were to be of this world.— Thus the 
Jews might have eafily argued ;— but when 
there was nothing but reafon to do it with one 
fide, and ftrong prejudices, backed with inte- 
reil, to maintain the difpute, upon the other, 
-—we do not find the point is always fo eafily 
determined. — Although the purity of our Sa*- 
yiour*s doi^rine, and the mighty works he 
wrought in it's fuf^ort, were demonftrativc^ 
ly ftronger arguments for his divinity, than the 
unrefpeded lowlinefs of his condition could be 
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agimft it ;— yet the prejudice continixed ftrong; 
•-''tliey bad been accuftomed to temporal pro- 
miies;«*<-fo bribed to do their duty, — they 
eould not endure to think of a religion that 
would not promife, as much as Mofes did, to 
fill their bafket, and fet them high above all 
nations: — a religion whofe appearance was 
not great and fplendid^-*-but looked thin and 
meagre ; — and whofe principles and promifes, 
-^Mke the curfes of their law,-— called for fuf- 
&rings, and promifed perfecudons. 

If we take this key along with us through 
the New Teftament, it will let us into the fpi- 
rit and meaning of many of our Saviour's re- 
plies in his conferences with his difciples, and 
others of the Jews ; — ^fo particularly in this 
place, Matthew vi, when John had fent two 
of his difbiples to enquire, Whether it was he 
that fhould come, or that they were to look 
ffar another ? — Our Saviour, with a particular 
eye to this pr^udice, and the general fcandal 
he knew had rifen againft his religion upon 
this worldly account, — after a recital to the 
meflengers of the many miracles he had 
wrought; as that — the blind received their 
fight, — the lame walked, — the lepers were 
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cleanfed) — the dead raifed; — ^all which cha- 
raders, with their benevolent ends, folly de« 
monfbated him to be the Mefliah that was 
promifed them ; — ^he clofes up his anfwer to 
them with the words of the text, — ^And bleffed 
is he that fhall not be o£Pended in me ; — ^blef- 
fed is the man whofe upright and honeft heart 
will not be blended by worldly conQderations, 
or hearken to his lufts and prepoiFeflions in a 
truth of this moment. — ^The like benedi^on 
is recorded in the 7 th chapter of St. Luke, 
and in the 6th of St. John ; — when Peter broke 
out in that warm confefSon of their belief — 
Lord, we believe, — ^we are fure that thou art 
Chiift, the fon of the living God. — ^The fame 
benedi^ion is uttered, — though couched in 
different words, — Bleffed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona ; — ^for flefh and blood has not revealed it, 
but my father which is in heaven. — Flefli and 
blood, — the natural workings of this carnal 
defire ; — the luft and love of the world have 
had no hand in this conviction of thine ; but 
my father, and the works which I have wrought 
in his name, — in vindication of this faith,—- 
have eftablifhed thee in it, againft which the 
. gates of hell fhall not prevail. — 
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This univerfid ruling principle, and almoft 
inyihcible attau:hinent» to the interefts and 
glories of the world, which we fee firft made 
ib powerful a ftand againll the belief of chri- 
ftianity, — has continued to have an ill e£Fed, 
at leaft, upon the practice of it ever fince ; — 
and therefore, there is no one point of wifdom, 
that is of nearer importance to us, — than to 
purify this grofs appetite, and reftrain it with- 
in bounds, by lowering our high conceit of 
the things of this life, and our concern for 

thofe advantages which mifled the Jews. 

To judge juftly of the world, — ^we muft ftand 
at a due diftanccfirom it ; — ^which will difcover 
to us the vanity of its riches and honours, in 
fuch true dimenfions, as will engage us to be- 
have ourfelves towards them with moderation. 
— ^This is all that b wanting to make us wife 
and good; — ^that we may be left to the full 
influence of religion; — to which chriftianity 
fo £ax conduces, that it is the great blefOng, 
the peculiar advantage we enjoy under its in- 
ftitution, — that it affords us not only the moft 
excellent precepts of this kind, but alfo it fhews 
us thofe precepts confirmed by moft excellent 
examples. — ^A heathen plulofopher may talk 
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very elegantly about defpifing the world, and, 
like Seneca, may prefcribe very ingenious mlei 
to teach us an art he never exercifed himfelf : 
— ^for all the while he was writing in praife of 
poverty, he was enjoying a great eftate, and 
endeavouring to make it greater.— But if ever 
we hope to reduce thofe rules to pra^ice, it 
muft be by the help of religion, — ^If we would 
find men who by their lives bore witnefi to 
their do6h*ines, we muft look for them amongft 
the ads and monuments of our chureh,-— a* 
mongft the firft followers of their crucified 
Mafter; who fpoke with authority, becaufe 
they fpoke experimentally, and took care to 
make their words good, — by defpifing the 
world, and voluntarily accounting aU things 
in it lofs, that they might win Chrift.-^O ho« 
ly and blefled apoftles !-—bleffed were ye indeed, 
— for ye conferred not with fleih and blood, 
for ye were not offended in him through any 
confederations of this world; — ^ye confesrred 
not with flefh and blood, neither with its 
ihares and temptations. — ^Neither the pleafures 
of life, or the pains of death laid hold upon ' 
your faith, to make you fall from him; — ^Y^ 
had your prejudices of worldly grandeur in 
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c^namMi irWi xht reft of ywir nation;— Aw, 
liks them, your expedaitions blaitei; — but 
ye gftTe them up, as men goreitied by ttafoti 
wiki truth. — Ai ye famender^ all your hopes 
tft this world to your faith, with fortitvide,-^ 
fo did yc trtcQt the terrors of the vwvld with the 
fame temper.— ^Ndther the frowns and 4if-> 
coBateaance of the civil powers,--^either trt-* 
htdatio& or diftreft, or perfecudon, — or cold, 
*— or nftkednefs, — or famine, — or the fword, 
could feparate you from the love of Chrift.— ^ 
Ye took tip your crolTes chearfuUy, and fol- 
lowed him ;— followed the fame rugged way — 
orod the wine-prefs after him;— *• voluntarily 
fubmitting yourfelves to poverty,— to punilli- 
ment,' — to the ftom and reproaches of the 
world, which ye knew were to be the portion 
of all of you who engaged in preaching a my- 
ftery fo fpoken againft by the world;— *fo un* 
palatable to all its paffions and pleafures,— 
and fo irreconcileabic to the pride of humaii 
reafon.— So that ye were, as one of ye exprcf- 
fed, and all of ye experimentally found, tho' 
ye were made as the filth of the world, and 
the offiscouring of all things, upon this ^c- 
U 
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count ; — ^yet ye went on as zealouily as ye fet 
out. — ^Ye were not oflFended, nor afhamed of 
the gofpcl of Chrift ; — ^wherefore fhould ye ? 
— ^The impofture and hypocrite might have 
been afhamed ; — the guilty would have found 
caufe for it ; — ye had no caufe, — though ye 
had temptation. — Ye preached but iviat ye 
knetvy and your honeft and upright hearts 
gave evidence, — the ftrongeft, — to the truth 
of it ; — for ye left all, — ye fuffcred all; — ^ye 
gave all that your lincerity had left you to 
give. — Ye gave your lives at laft as pledges 
and confirmations of your faith and warmeft 
aflPedtion for your Lord. — Holy and bleffed 
men ! — ye gave ail, — when alas ! our cold apd 
frozen affedlion will part with nothing for his 
fake, not even with our vices and follies, which 
are worfe than nothing ; — for they are vanity, 
and mifery, and death.. — 

The (late of chriftianity calls not now for 
fuch evidences, as the apoftles gave of their 
attachment to it. — ^We have, literally fpcak- 
ing, neither houfes, nor lands, nor pofTeilions 
to forfake ; — we have neither wives or children, 
or brethren or fillers, to be torn from ; — ^no 
rational pleafure, or natural endearments to 
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give up.— We have nothing to part with,— 
but what is not our intereft to keep,— our lufts 
and paffions. — ^We have nothing to do for 
Chrift's lake — but what is moft for our own ; 
-—that is, — to. be temperate, and chafte, and 
juft, — and peaceable, — and charitable, — and 
kind to one another. — So that if man could 
fuppofe himfelf in a capacity even of capitu- 
lating with God, concerning the terms upon 
which he would fubmit to his government ; — 
and to chufe the laws he would be bound to 
obferve in teftimony of his faith ; — it were im- 
poiUble for him to make any propofals which, 
upon all accounts, ihould be more advantage- 
ous to his interefts, — than thofc very conditi- 
ons to which we are already obliged ; that is, 
to deny ourfelves ungodlinefs, and to live fo- 
berly and righteouOy in this prefent life, and 
Jay iuch reftraints upon our appetites as are 
for the honour of- human nature, — the im- 
provement of our happinefs, — our health, — 

our peace,^— our reputation and fafety. 

When one confiders this reprefentation of the 

temporal inducements of chriftianity, — and 

compares it with the difficulties and difcour- 

U 2 



d by Google 



JS6 SERMON Et 

agmMBti ^irfuch tkty cncenHttftd vAo irjfc 
itaad« profeffioa of « per&coted aad Ittktd ve^ 
UgiQil ;-r*«t tk4 iftmt time tkau U raifci t^ i^ 
49a of the fortitMid^ ^v) fenQky ef thc£e hUy 
iB«n« of'f^hQm tbQ ivorld is not wortk^/— k 
iadl]r diitti&ifltes tkkt of aarMfpev—wbickb 
ttH»ttgh lA has aU die KMbigs «if thk Kl^ apfpa^ 
t^nUy OA its 0de tin fiaippott hi^^ytn can lc«ne< 
W kep( i^v«;^^-and if w* onf lbn» a jo^ 
m^t fr^m tb» ltttl« ftock o£ irdigkia Wlkid^ is 
kA»-^jlK>Hki God evtr esaa tdiefaoM trials,— * 
Uftkft w« greniljr aker fcr tlie b«ttcr, — or 
tli^rc ihailU prove feme ISecrst chtfnr iai pcrfis* 
cutiooH viudi wt know aofr of ;-'— k is xxrack 
to W 4oi»bt^ if the ft»v of maos ftonld make 
this proof,; — of tUs^ geaetaftimv****' wkfitkttt 
there would be fonoA ^oAk npca ^be eardu 

As diis aut]pim€a:ili msiy coiatviace us,r<-f«) kt 
k iha£ki(3 us iato Wetue^-r-thtt tfaft adnirable 
examfkUa of thofc heiyf men may Mtt fte k& us,, 
or cemoMiaoirated b)^ va t» no* e»d;4«-biztra» 
tiler that tke^ mdij aoifwer the pioqs p«rp«Ae 
of tlieir ijaftk»>cioi»,-^ter coftfonn our lives, to 
tbeu's> — tliat iiritli thesi we mmjf be parta^sc^ 
of a glorious. iiJi^riliaaGe, thcougk JdbsCbarift 
Our Lord. Amen. 
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I John v, 3. 

And his commandments are not grievous. 

NO, — they are not grievous, my dear au- 
ditors. — Amongft the many prejudices 
which at one time or other have been cpnceiv- 
ed againft our holy religion, there is fcarce a- 
ny one which has done more difhonour to 
chriftianity, or which has been more oppoiite 
to the fpirit of the gofpel, than this, in exprefi 
contradiction to the words of the text, " That 
the commandments of God are grievous," — 
That the way which leads to life is not only 
flrait, for that our Saviour tells us, and that 
with much tribulation we fhall feek it ; — ^but 
that chriftians are bound to make the worft of 
it, and trade it barefoot upon thorns and briers, 
— if ever they evpcft to arrive happily at their 
journey's end. — And in courfe,— during this 
difaftrous pilgrimage, it is our duty fo to re- 
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nounce the world, and abftraft ourfelves from 
it, as neither to interfere with its interefts, or 
tafteaajr of the pleaihres^ or ^y of the enjoy- 
ments of this life. — 

Nor has this been confined merely to fpecu- 
lation, but has frequentij licen extended to 
pradice« as is plain, not only from the lives of 
many legendary faints and hermits, — ^whofe 
diief commendation ibems to have been.*^ 
«< That they &d unnaturally from all com- 
merce with their fellow creatures, and then 
mortified, and pioufij^-^half ftarved themfetves 
to death;*' — but likewUie fitmi the many au* 
ftore and fantaftic ordei<s which we fee in the 
RomiiQi church, which have all owed their ot 
f^n and eftablifiiment to the fame idle an4 
extravagant oplaion. 

. Nor is it to be doubted, but the afie^ation 
of Something like it in our Methodius, when 
th^ defcant upon the necefllty of alienating 
theoiielves from the world, and felling all that 
they have, — is not to be afcribed to the fame 
mifiaken enthufiaftic principle, whi^h would 
caft fo black a fhade upon religion, as if the 
kind Author of it had created us on purpof^ 
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to go. mouming) ail out lives long, in &^- 
doth and afltes^-^-^and f«iit us (nto the world, 
as fo tnanf f:iiat-erruits, in qudl of adv^turtl 
full <^ forrow a>^d ftfiliftioti. 

Str^ge force of eiithufia^l-^ai^d yet not 
altogether unaccountabk.-*— For what opini- 
on was there erer fo odd, or adion fo extra" 
ragant, which has not> at one time or othel*, 
been produced by ignorance>*-^onceit>-'-me* 
lanchoiy ;^^a mixture of devotion* with aa 
iU concurrence of air and diet, operating to* 
gether in the feme perfon.-^When the inind« 
of men happen to be thus unfortunately prt^ 
pared* whatever groundlef^ doctrine rifes vif^ 
and fetdes it&lf ftrongly upon their fancies* 
has generally the ill luck to be interpreted a* 
an illumination from ^fpirit of God|^^-a&d 
whatever Grange aaion they find in themftlves 
a ftrong inclination to do»-^>4hat impuU^ h 
ccmcluded ix> be a caU from hearen ; and con*- 
fequently,-— that they cannot err in executing 
it.— 

If this, or fome fuch account, was not to 
be admitted, how is it poffible to be conceir- 
cd that chriftianity, which Vcathcd out no- 
X 
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thing but peace and comfort to mankind, 
which profefledly took off the feverities of the 
Jewifh law, and was given us in the fpirit of 
meeknefs, to eafe our fhoulders of a burthen 
which was too heavy for us ; — that this reli- 
gion, fo kindly calculated for the cafe and 
tranquillity of man, and enjoins nothing but 
what is fuitable to his nature, fhould be fo 
mifunderftood ; — or that it fhould be ever fup- 
pofed, — that he who is infinitely happy, could 
envy us our enjoyments ;— or a Being infinite* 
ly kind would grudge a mournful palFenger a 
little reft and refrefhmcnt, to fupport his fpi- 
rits through a weary pilgrimage ; — or that he 
ihould call him to an account hereafter, be- 
caufe, in his way, he had haftily fnatched at 
fome fugacious and innocent pleafures, till he 
was fuffered to take up his final repofe, — ^This 
is no improbable account, and the many invi- 
tations we find in Scripture to a gratcfiil en- 
joyment of the bleffings and advantages of 
life, make it evident. — ^The apoftle tells us in 
the text, — ^That God*s commandments are not 
grievous. — He has pleafure in the profperity 
of his people, and wills not that they fhould 
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turn tjrrants and executioners upon their minds 
or bodies, and inilidt pains and penalties on 
them to no end or purpofe : — ^That he has pro- 
pofed peace and plenty, joy and victory, as the 
encouragement and portion of his fervants; 
thereby intruding us, — that our virtue is not 
neceflarily endangered by the fruition of out- 
ward things ; — but that temporal bleflings and 
advantages, inftead of extinguiihing, more na- 
turally kindle our love and gratitude to God, 
before whpm it is no way inconiiftcnt both to 
worlhip and rejoice. 

If this was not fo, why, you'll fay, does 
God feem to have made fuch provifion for our 
happinefs ? — Why has he given us fo many 
powers and faculties for enjoyment, and ad- 
apted fo many obje(fts to gratify and entertain 
them ? — Some of which he has created fo fair, 
— with fuch wonderful beauty, and has form- 
ed them fo exquifitely for this end, — that they 
have power, for a time, to charm away the 
fenfe of pain, — to chear up the dejefted heart 
under poverty and ficknefs, and make it go 
and remember its miferies no more. — Can all 
this, you'll fay, be reconciled to God's wifdoto, 
X 2 
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which dbfs BOtJuttg ia^ faiB j— or can it be ac- 
counted for oa aaj other fuf^ofidoiv hat that 
the author of our Beings who has givea us all 
thmgs richly tc^ onjoy » witts us a ooooEfortafala 
cxtikace eren i^rtf and feems mocttrrfr fa c» 
Tnfeatly to* have cardiared thtags with a Ttev to 
tkiiy that the ways which lead to oar future 
hapj^oe^, when Tightly uuderf^ood, he hsa 
made to he ways of plea^u&tae^ and att h& 
paths peace. 

From this reprefeotation of thangs we ai!« 
led to this demonilrative truths thea, diaC 
C>od aever inteoded to 4ebar maa cff pleafbre, 
uader ccrtaia hmttatioas. 

Tlf2Lvt\krs oo a b«£i>efft of the htSt aMi moft 
iinpovtant coac6Fa> may he allowed to j^eaft 
their e^es with the aatural and artificial bea»* 
ties of the coontry they are paffing throagh^ 
, widMQt reproach of forgetting the maia er- 
rand they were feat up^n ;-*«aiid if they are 
aat kdr out of their road hy rariety of pro* 
fpe^$, edifices afid ruins, would it not he a 
fenfHefs piece of feverity to fiiut their eyes ar 
gainft fuch gratificatioRS T — For mfifo kas r9* 
fttirea'Jhch ferviee^ at t^etr hands .^' 
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TIk &mnonrmg at certain appetites, wiiare 
movality 19 not concerned, feems to be the 
mfans by wliicb tbe Author of natnre intendied 
tp fweeten tins jomney of life,—- and bear us 
t^ HBder thi many fhocks and hard joftfings, 
vhich we zn fxvft to meet with in our -vwiy.— 
And a man nnght, with as much reafcm, 
muffle v^ MmCd£ againft fun«(bine and fair 
weather, — ^and at other tkaes expofe himfelf 
naked co the inclemencies of cok! and ratn, as 
debar lumfk^ of the innocent delights of his 
aatwre, for afield referve and melancholy. 

It is trae, en the other hand, our paffions 
»e ^ to gfoiiir tepoa ns by indulgence, and 
become exorbitant^ if they are not kept nndier 
«a6l difeipHne, that by way of caution and 
* prevention, it were better at certain tknes, to- 
aflfe^ft ftfme degree of needtef^ referre, than ha- 
zard a<ny 31 confluences from the other ex- 
treme. 

Ftrt when almoft the whole of reKgion h 
n»de to confift in the pious fooleries of penany 
ces aad Aiff'mngs, as is pra^ifed in I^k churct^ 
of Rome (did no other evil attend it,) yet, 
fiace it is putting religion upon a wroiBg (cent. 
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placing it more in thefe than in inward purit/ 
and integrity of heart, one cannot guard too 
much againft this, as well as all other abufes 
of religion, as make it to confift in fomething 
which it ought not.— ^How fuch mockery be- 
came a part of religion at firft, or upon what 
motires they were imagined to be fervices ac- 
ceptable to God, is hard to give a better ac- 
count of than what was hinted above;—* 
namely, — that men of melancholy and morofe 
tempers, conceiving the Deity to be like them- 
felves, a gloomy, diicontented and forrowful 
being, — believed he delighted, as they did, in 
fplenetic and mortifying adions, and therefore 
miade their religious worihip to coniiit of chi- 
meras as wild and barbaurous, as their own 
dreams and vapours. 

What ignorance and enthufiafm at firft in- 
troduced, — ^now tyranny and impofture con- 
tinue to fupport. — So that the political im- 
provement of thefe delufions to the purpofes of 
wealth and power, is made one of the ftrong- 
eft pillars which upholds the Romifh religion; 
— which, with all its pretences to a more ftri^ 
mortification and fandity, — when you exa- 
mine it minutely, is little elfe than a mere pe- 
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cuniary contrivance.^ — ^Aiid the trucft definiti- 
on you can give of popery — is, — that it is a 
fyftem put together and contrived to opei:ate 
upon men's weakne^es and paOions> — and 
thereby to pick their pockets,-^and leave them 
in a fit condition for its arbitrary defigns. 

And indeed that church has not been want- 
ing in gratitude for the good offices of this 
kind, which the doctrine of penances has done 
them ; — for, in confideration of its fervices,-r— 
they have raifed it above the level of moral 
duties, — and have at length complimented it 
into the number of their facraments, and made 
it a neceflary point to falvation. 

By thefe, and other tenets, no lefs. politic 
and inquifitional, — popery has found out the 
art of making men miferable in fpite of their 
fenfes, and the plenty with which God has 
blefled them. 

So that in many countries where popery 
reigns, — but efpecially in that part of Italy 
where fhe has raifed her throne, — though by 
the happinefs of its foil and climate, it is ca- 
pable of producing as great variety and abun- 
■ dance as any country upon earth ; — yet fo fuc- 
cefsful have its fpiritual direi5tors been in the 
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managemeat sitid retail of tlieft bteffitig^ tiiat 
they have ibimd means to aUay, if not entirft- 

If to defeat, them all, by one pretence or o- 
ther. — Some bittemefs is officiouily fqueesed 
into every man's cup for his foul's health, till, 
at length, the whole intention of nature and 
providence is deftroyed.— It is not furpriring, 
that where fuch unnatural fcverities art prac* 
tifed and heightened by other hardfliips,-**the 
moft fruitful land fhould be barren, and wear 
afaceof poverty and defolatioil 5— or that ma- ' 
ny thoufands, as have been obferved, fhould 
fly from the rigours of fUch a government, 
and feek fhelter rather amongft rocks and dc- 
farts, than lie at the mercy of many tinreafbn- 
able ta&-mafters, under whom they can hope 
for no other reward of their tnduilry, — ^but 
rigorous flavery, made ftill worfe by the tor- 
tures of unneceffary mortifications. — //2y, ««- 
^ecefary, — becaufe where there // a virtuous 
and good end propofcd from any fober inftances 
of felf-denial and mortification, — God forbid 
we fhould call them unneceffary, or that we 
fhould difpute againft a thing — ^from the abofe 
to which it has been put; — and, therefore, 
what is faid in general upon this head, will be 
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underftood to reach no farther than where the 
prsefHce is become a mixture of fraud and ty- 
ranny, but will no wa3rs be interpreted to ex. 
tend to thofe felf-denials which the difcipline 
of our holy church direds at this folemn fea- 
fon ; which have been introduced by reafon 
and good fenfe at firft, and have fince been 
applied to fcnre no purpofes, — but thofe of 
religion : — thefe, by reftraining our appetites 
for a while, and withdrawing our thoughts 
from grofler objects, — do, by a mechanical 
e£Fed, difpofe us for cool and fober reflexions, 
incline us to turn our eyes inwards upon our- 
felves, and condder what we are, — and what 
we have been doing; — for what intent we 
were fent into the world, and what kind of 
charaders we were defigned to ad in it» 

It is neceiTary that the mind of man, at fome 
certain periods, fhould be prepared to enter 
into this account ; and without fome fuch dif* 
cipline, to check the infolence of unreftrained 
appetites, and call home the confcience, — the 
foul of man, capable as it is of brightnefs and 
perfection, would fink down to the lowed 
depths of darkncfs and brutality. — However 
Y 
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true this is> — th^rfe ftill appears no obligation 
to renounce the innoceiit dcli^U of our bieisigs, 
or tooffed afuUcii diftaftcagainft them. — ^N«r» 
in truth,— can ev^en the fuppofitioh of it fee 
well admitted : — for ple^fur« arifing from the 
free and hatural exercifc of the faculties of the 
mind and body, to talk them down^ is like 
talking againft the frame and mechanifm of 
human nature, and would be no leik fenfeldTs 
than the difputing agiaihft the burning of fire, 
br feUmg downwards of a ftohe.— Befides this, 
— man is fo conttived, that he ftands in need 
of frequent tepairs ;— both mind and body arc 
apt to fink and gi*ow unaftive imder long and 
clofe attention; and, therefore, muft be re* 
ftored by proper recruits*— ^ome part of our 
time may doubtJefs innocently and lawfully bt 
employed in a^ons merely diverting ; — and 
whenever fuch indulgencies become criminali 
it is feldom the nature of the aiSions themfelvi»» 
*— but the excefs which toakes. them fo. 

But fome one may here a&,— By what rule 
are we to judge of elcefs ifi thefe cafes? — If 
the enjoyment of the fame fort of pleafures 
may be either innocent or guilty, according 
to the ufe or abufc of them, — how fliall we be 
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certified where the boundai'ios lay ?— -m* be 
fpeculative enough to know how fisir we may 
go wi^ fefbty?-:-! anfwer, there are yery 
few who arc not cafuifts enough to make a 
right judgment in this point. — For fince one 
pvinelpal reafon, why God may be fuppofed 
to allow pleafurc in this world, feems to be 
for the refrefhment and recruit of our fouls 
and bodies, which, like clocks, muft be wound 
up at certain intervals,' — every man under- 
ftands fo much of the frame and mechanifm 
of hnnfelf, to know how and when to unbend 
himfelf with fiich relaxations as are nece^ary 
to regam his natural vigour and chearfulnefs, 
without which it is impoflible he fhould either 
be in a dilpofition or capacity to difcharge the 
feveral duties of his life. — Here then the par- 
6don becomes vifible. 

Whenever we pay this tribute to our appe- 
tites, any further than is fufficient for the pur- 
pofes for which it was firft granted, — the ac- 
tion proportionably lofes fome fhare of its in- 
nocence.— The furplufage of what is unnecef- 
ferily fpent on fuch occafions, is fo much ot 
the little portion of out thne negligently 



d by Google 



172 SERMON X. 

fquanderedy which, in prudence, we ihottid 
apply better; becaufe it was allotted us for 
more important nfes, and a different account 
will be required of it at our hands hereaft^. 
. For this reafon, does it not evidently fol- 
low, — that many a^ons and purfuits, which 
are irreproachable in their own natures, may 
be rendered blameable and vicious, from this 
flngle confideration, " That they have made 
us wafteful of the moments of this fhort and 
uncertain fragment of life, which ihould be al- 
moin one of our lail prodigalities, fince of them 
all the lead retrievable." — Yet how often is 
diverfion, inilead of amufement and relaxati- 
on, made the art and bufinefs of life itfelf ? — 
Look round, — what policy and contrivance is 
every day put in praiEiice, for pre-engaging e- 
very day in the week, and parcelling out eve- 
ry hour of the day for one idlenefs or another, 
—-for doing nothing, — or fomething worfc 
than nothing ; — and that with fo much inge- 
nuity, as fcarce to leave a minute upon their 
hands to reproach them. — ^Tho* we all com- 
plain of the fhortnefs of life,- — yet how many 
people feem quite overftocked with the days 
and hours of it, and are continually fending 
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out into tlie highixRays and (beets of the city* 
for gueiftsto come and take it off tketr hands. 
— rif feme of the more diftrefsfnl objeds of thig 
kind were to fit down, and write a bill of thdr 
time, tho' partial as that of the ttnjuft ftewal^i 
Mrhcn they ^onnd m reality that the whole fmn 
of it* for many years, amounted to little tncfre 
than this, — that they had rofeup to eat,--^to 
drink, — to play, — ^and had laid down again, 
merely becaule they were fit for nothing elf^ : 
— ^when they looked back and beheld this fair 
fpace, capable of inch heavenly improvements, 
— ^U fcrauled over, and defaced with afucceA 
fion of fo many unmeaning ciphers, — good 
God ! — how would they be afhamed and con- 
founded at the accoont ! 

With what r^e&ions will they be 2kiic to 
fupport themielves in the decline of life fo mi- 
ierably caft away, — ^(hould it happen, as it 
I fometimes does, — that they have ftood idle even 

I unto the eleventh hour. — ^We have not ialways 

power, and are not always in a temper, to im- 
pofe upon onrfelves. — ^When the edge of ap- 
petite is worn down, and the fpirits of youth- 
fill days are cooled, which hurried us on in a 
1 circle of pleafure and impertinence,— then rea- 
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foA and reflejUoo will h»vt tkt weight wMcK 
they defer v« ;— -affliflaons, or the bed of fick* 
ads> wtU fupply the place o£ confcience ;*^aBd 
if they fhould fail,~r-oid zge will overtake us at 
laft»r(*-aiid fliew us the paft purfuits of liie»*— 
aad force us to look upon them in their true 
p«tiit of Yicw»-^If there is any thing more to 
caft a cloud upon fo melancholy a profped as 
this ihews us,^t is furely the di£Beulty and 
hazard of having all the work of the day to 
perform in the laft hour ;— ^f making an a- 
tonement to God, whoi we have no facri&e to • 
offer him* but the dregs and infirmities of thofe 
days, when we could have no pleafure in them. 

How far God may be pleafed to accept fuch 
late and imperfect fervices» are beyond the in- 
tentioa of this difcourfe,— Whatever ftrefs 
ibme may lay upon it,— ^a death-bed repent- 
ance.is but a weak and (lender plai^ to truft 
our aH upon.-<-^Such as it is ;*— to that, and 
God's infinite mercies, we commit them, who 
' will not employ that time and d|)portunity he 
has given to provide a better fecurity. 

That we may all make a right ufe of the 
time allotted us, — God grant through the 
marits of his Son Jefiis Chrift. Amen. 
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St. John xv. 5. 

Tor wthoui mcy ye can do nothing, 

OU R Saviour, in the former pai-t of the 
verfe, having told his difciples, — ^That 
he was the vine, and that they were only 
branches ; — intimating, in what a degree their 
gobd fruits, as well as the fuccefs of all their 
endeavours, were to depend upon his commu- 
nications with them ; — he clofes the iUuftrati- 
on with the inference from it, in the words of 
the text, — For without me, ye can do nothing. 
—In the nth chapter to the Romans, where 
the manner is explained in which a chriflian 
ftands by fiith,-T-there is a like illuftration 
made ufe of, and probably with an eye to this, 
— ^where St. Paul inftru<5ls us, — that a good 
man ftands as the branch of a wild olive does^ 
when it is grafted into a good olive tree; — 
Z 
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and that is, — it flourifhes not through its own 
virtue, but in virtue of the root, — and fuch a 
root as i$ naturally not its own. 

It is very remarkable in that paflage, — that 
the apoftle call a bad man a wild olive tree^ 
— ^not barely a branch, (as in the other cafe) 
but a tree, which havmg a root of its own, 
fupports itfelf, and Hands in its own (Irength, 
and brings forth its own fruit, — ^And fo does 
every bad man in rcfpe<5t of the wild and foiir 
fruit of a vicious and corrupt ht^^t.-r-'AjCQOV^'' 
ing to the refemblance, — if the apoftle intend- 
ed it, — he is a tree, — -lias a root of his own,-^ 
and fruitfulnefs, fuch as it is, with a power 
to bring it forth without help. But ii^ reipeft 
of religion, and the moral improven^ents of 
yirtue and goodnefs^ — the apoftle calls us, and 
reafon tells us^, we are no more th^ a branch; 
and all our fruitfulnefs, and ^11 our fupport^ 
' — depend {o npuch upon the influence and 
communications of God> — th:^^ without him 
we can do nothing, — as our Saviour 4cclares 
in the text. — ^There is fcarce a^y poi^t in pur 
religion wherein men have run intp fuch vio- 
lent extremes as in the fe^fes giycft to t^s, ^ 
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{uxh Bice dedlarataoBs m Sctiptwrtr-^ otir 
iuffictelKf beidg o£ God ;— -fbme uadi^rfbmd- 
rag theixt fo» as to leave so meftnlng at ail in 
tliem ; — otiiers^— too much i — the one mter- 
preting the gifts and influences of thd Spirit; 
fb as Co deftroy the truth df sd! fuck pffomlfes 
and detlaratiotis in t^ gofpd;— the other 
earrying their 0otioni of them fo high, as to 
dcftroy the reafon of the goipcl itfelf^^and 
renda* the chriflian religion, which tonMs of 
fober and confifteiit doi£trines,< — the moft in- 
toxicated, — the moft wild and umntelUgibie in- 
^tutton that ever was in the world. 

This being prertiifed, I know not how I can 
xnore feafonably engage your attention this 
day, than by a fhort examinaition of eiich of 
thefe errors 5 — ^in doing which, as I fliall take 
fome pains to reduce both the extremes of them 
to reafon,^ — it will necefTarily lead me, at the 
fame time, to mark the fafe and true dodtrine 
of our church, concerning the promifed ii^u* 
cnces and operations of the fpirit of God up- 
on our hearts ; — which, however depreciated 
through the firft miffiake, — or boafted of be- 
yond meafiire through the fecond, — ^muft nc- 
Z 2 
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verthelefs be fo limited and anderftood, — -zs, 
on one hand, to make the go^el of Chrift con- 
fident with itfelf,-^and, on the othcn to 
make it confiftent with reafon and common 
fcnfe. 

If we confider the many exprefs declarati- 
ons, wherein our Saviour tell his followers, 
before his crucifixion, — ^That God would fend 
his fpirit the comforter amongft them, to fup- 
ply his place in their hearts ; — and, as in the 
text,— that without him they could do no- 
thing : — if we conceive them as fpoken to his 
difciples with an immediate view to the emer- 
gencies they were under, from their natural 
incapacities of finiihing the great work he had 
left them, and building upon that large foun- 
dation he had laid,— without fome extraordi- 
nary help and guidance to carry them through, 
* — no one can difpute that evidence and con- 
firmation which was after given of its truth ; 
as our Lord's difciples were illiterate men, 
confequently unfkilled in the arts and acquir- 
ed ways of perfuafion. — Unlefs this want had . 
been fupplied, — the firft obftacle in their la-r 
hours muft have difcouraged and put an end 



d by Google 



S E R M O N XI. i8i 

to them for ever, — ^As they had no language 
but their own, ^lirithout the gift of toogues 
they could not have preached the gofpel ex-* 
cept in Judea; — and as they bad no authority 
of their own,— ^-without die fupernatural one 
of figns and wonders, — they could not vouch 
for the truth of it beyond the limits where it 
was firft tranfaded. — In this work, doubtlefe, 
all their fufficiency and power of adbing was 
immediately from God ;-^his holy fpirit as he 
had promifed them, fo it gave them a mouth 
and wiidom which all their adverfaries were 
not able to gamfay or refift. — So that without 
him, — without thefe extraordinary gifts, in 
the moft literal fenfe of the words, they could 
do nothing. — ^But beiides this plain applicati-^ 
on of the text to thofe particular perfons and 
times, when God's fpirit was poured down in 
that fignal manner held facred to this day, — 
there is fomething in them to be extended fur- 
ther, which chriftians of all ages,— and, I hope, 
of all denominations, have dill a claim and 
truft in, — and that is, the ordinary afliftance 
^nd influences of the fpirit of God in our hearts, 
for moral and virtuous improvements ; — thefe. 
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bctth in their fiatlares^ i*^ as mtantioBs^ be^' 
ia^ akogedier difierent frbnv the odiers abovtf 
nM&U<XBed ctfdfdFred upon tke difci^ks of our 
hotd. — Th^ otie were mifaothms gifts^ — kt 
i»i^k yie eiide^w^ petf^ conti^ltsnttd ji<y^ 
^^gr-^^hkk :fidtaAted boman natdre above 
itfdff, and mt6d al kii projeAile ipHogs a^oTo 
tbeir fefiffit^ns; eiiobli^g tbeta to f^eak and 
aid fuck tMngs, afid id fsch noittier, as was 
imp<y(Sble for itten not m^HtbA aijd preteffiia* 
ttu^ally tipbeld. — Iti tb<» odler t^, tbe beifxi 
fpeken o# were tbe influeitfee^ of Gdd's ^Jrit, 
wbick tipbeld hs from filUiiig betoW tbe dig- 
Aky of o)^ natd^e : — that ^bie affiftanco 
wMc1igF9!ci6Bft^k^usfromfat&ig, and en- 
abled us to perform the h(Aj ^rofeffibns of our 
rcfigiott. — ^Though thcfe are equally called 
i^irituai gifts, — ^they are not, as in the firft 
cafe, the entire works of the fipitit, — ^but tlte 
calm co-^operations of it unth our own endea- 
Tours; and are ordinarily what every fin^cre 
and weH-di^ofed chriftian has realbn to pray 
for, and expeft froui the ftme fountain of 
ftrcngth, — ^who has pronuM t6 give his holy 
fpirit to them that afk it. 
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From this point, wjiiph is the true dofirinc 
of oui" churchf— ^tbe two parties l>egii^ to di- 
vide both (rom it and each other ; — each of 
them equally mifapplying theft paflkges q£ 
Scripture, ^d ^v^efting them tp extremes c- 
qu^-lly pernicipuf . — 

To begin with the ftrft; of whom, fhould 
you enquire the explanation and meaning of 
this or of other texts, — ^wherein the afiidance 
of God'^ gr^ce and holy fpirit is implied as 
ni^cpflary to f^^y our nature, and enable us 
to ferve gnd pleafe God ?— They will anfwer, 
— r-Tlia^ no donbt iH our parts and abilities are 
the gifts of God, — ^who is the original author 
of our natm:^, — and, of confequence, of all 
that belongs thereto,— r-Tiii?/ as by Sim nue Ihe, 
and mQV€i and b^tff our hing^ — ^we muft in 
courfe depend upon him for all our adHons 
whatfoever* — ^fince -we muft depend upon him 
^v^n for pur life, and for every moment of its 
continuance. — That from this view of our 
ftate and n^tnrsU dependence, it is certain they 
vriU fay, — We can do nothing without his 
l^elp, — ^But then they will add, — th^tt it con- 
cerns u« no £)rther as chrljlianjj than as we 
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are men ; — the fandkity of our lives, the reli- 
gious habits and improvements of our heart, 
in no other fenfe depending upon God, thani 
the moll indifferent of our adions, or the 
natural exercife of any of the other powers he 
has given us. — Agreeably with this, — that the 
fpiritual gifts fpoken of in Scripture, are to be 
underftood by way of accommodation, to fig- 
nify the natural or acquired gifts of a man's 
mind ; fuch as memory, fancy, wit and elo- 
quence ; which, in a Arid and -philofophical 
fenfe, may be called fpiritual ;— ^becaufe they 
tranfcend the mechanical powers of ndatter, 
•—and proceed more or lefs from the rational 
foul, which is a fpiritual fubftance. 

Whether thefe ought, in propriety, to be 
called fpiritual gifb, I fhall not contend, as it 
feems a mere difputc about words ; — but it i^ 
enough that the interpretation cuts the knot, 
inftead of untying it; and, befides> explains 
away all kind of meaning in the above promi- 
fes. — And the error of them feems to arife, in 
the firft place, from not diftinguifhing that 
thefe fpiritual gifts, — if they muft be called fo, 
— fuch as memory, fancy and wit, and other 
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eatdoAvmeftts q£ thia mmd^ wbicH arc kitd^mt 

htf the aame of naia^cai: parts, bekng rasrel^ 

to us Si men.; aod whether the different daes 

gccesy hj which we^ exeol each odssr in themv 

W& from. a. oatmeal diffesencc of osir fbuk,-*- 

ttr a hsppkr di^ofkion ofthe organical parta 

of us. — ^They ate ioch, howierer^ as Gcdc o 

i^^iiiall^heibowsapeaas^ and with whkh, bx 

ai grcan meafore^ we arc fent in;^ the world. 

But the moral gifts of the HoixGhofl> — vMch 

, ace moire camvaooly calkd the friiks of the 

^pkttt. — caanot be coofiocdwivhia this-defori^ 

tim.'-^We coQui not i]ttx> Dhe world equipe 

wlh ^&i^t». asi w& ^ with talexu»;w*4f we 

d»4». wet iboiiU cfifiK) iatxr thewco^id with,thaii 

whicl^pobtied ^ifHaeiof kahoft tttirbatfiDtopre- 

£iB|0 ceaiPMndaiaPil afid firtnre rei»BFd-.r-«-The 

gifti <)£ aG^atbieste^B di»peiui%aat^ a& tihe& aflh i u , 

upon a. mei?e OQldofifft o£ thi^ cosftitunioni — an 

fittief)pe aiui. bimiitj fir Ofn aju. inieii£lHlitj of 

ki:— bijl; tbe)5 are v«ca» iofeniiHjc wrought 

b^ Uft byi Hhe ettd^a^vowrs of our cvwn. wills and 

confiHAPeot influences of a gxacious a^^t ;«-<- 

aid the religious: iinpffoyjenttnts arifing from 

thcuicei^ apefafes&om beiiag die. e&ds of niu 
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ture> alnd a fit difpofition of t&e federal parts 
and organical powers given us, — that the con- * 
trary is true ;- — ^namely, — that the 'ftream of 
our a£Feftions and apipetites but too naturally 
carry us the other way. — For this, let any man 
lay his hand upon his heart, and refledfc what 
has pail within him, in the feveral conflids of 
meeknefs, — temperance, — dtaftity, and other 
felf-denials, — and he will need no better argu- 
ment for his convidion.— 

This hint leads to the true anfwer to the 
above mifinterpretation of the text, — ^That we 
depend upon God in no other fenfe for our 
virtues, — than we neceflarily do for every thing 
elfe ; and that the fruits of the fpirit are naere- 
ly the determinations and efforts of our own 
reafon, — and as much our own accomplifh- 
ments, as any other improvements are the ef-* 
fedt of our own diligence and induftry. 

This account, by the way, is oppofite to 
the apoftle's ; — ^who tells us, — It is God that 
worketh in us both to do and wrll, of his good 
pleafure. — ^It is true, — though we are bom ig- 
norant, — ^we can make ourfelves fkillful ; — ^we 
can acquire arts and fciences by our own ap- 
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plication and ftudy. — But the cafe is not the 
lame in refpedl of goodnefs. — ^We can acquire 
arts and fciences, becaufe we lay under no na- 
tural indifpoiition or backwardnefs tothat ac- 
quirement. — For nature though it be corrupt, 
yet ftill it is curious and bufy after knowlege. 
— ^But it does not appear, that to goodnefs 
and fanftity of manners we have the fame na- 
tural propcnfity.-— Lufts within, and tempta- 
tions without, fet up £0 ftrong a confederacy 
againft it, as we are never able to furmount 
by our own ftrength. — However firmly we may 
think we ftand, — the beft of us are but upheld, 
and gracioufly kept upright ; and whenever 
this divine afliftance is withdrawn,— or fuf- 
pendedy — all hiftory, efpecially the fecred, is 
full of melancholy inftances of what man is, 
when God leaves him to himfelf, — that he is 
even a thing of nought. 

Whether it was from aconfcious experience 
of this truth in themfelves, — or fome traditi- 
ons handed from the Scripture account of it ; 
—or that it was, in fome meafm-e deducible 
from the principles of rcafon, — in the writings 
of fome of the wifeft of the IieaUien philofo- 
A a 2 
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fhciis, we fiad ikfi Arongjeft traces of tJie fKSr» 
f«a£oa of God'^ a:i£fttsg «ien «o "varme mi 
^jTobity <5f manacrs. — One of ti« grcatcft n»* 
&&r% of re«ifimitkg ambngft the ancients ac- 
kBow]^es« tliat noclimg great ^CBd exahrd cam 
be atcLknred, jfj»^ divaw t^krtu :^-^2ax^ Seoe- 
•ca^ to .the ^me purpo£b, tiulla mem ^najine 
de9 i — tkat no foul can be good without divioe 
affiftftBce. — Kow wiiatjcrer <:ocinnonts may be 
fHit upon fvch paflkges m dieir wnbbgs, — iC 
ts certain tbo6 an Scripture can recmc no o- 
ther , to be coafi^besit with themfebes^tfaan wbat 
Has been gi¥ea.'*^iind duiugb, in TindicatioA 
of bwuan liberty^ k tsas certain ontlie otha* 
Jiand,-**4iiat education, precepts, examples, 
^ioU5 inclimalionfi, aad pi^adicai (fiii^eace^ are 
^eat and merkorious advances towards a re- 
KgiouB ftflte ; — ^ret the ilate itfetf is got and 
finifhed by God's grace; and the concurrence 
of bis ipirk upon tempers thus happily pre- 
4ifpofed^ — and henefiJy making ufe of ^h fit 
means : — and unlefs thus much is underflood 
from them, — the feveral expreffions in Scrip- 
ture, where the oflices of the Holy Ghoft con- 
ducive to this end, are ennumeraccdj — fucli 
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as clanfiag, gnding, Tcnewnig, coai fo i ti ttg; 
fti g u g lL eoiag and eftaUifliing iis,*-*af>eafetof 
usMAteUigibie words, ^wbkli may am^, but 
csui ^ofitrey Iktie light to the underftandtng. 

This is an I hacvt time left to fay at prelbit 
upon the firft error of thofe, who, by too 
looie an interpretation of the gifts and fruits 
of the Spirit, ocplain away the whole fenlfe 
and mtaning of them, and thereby render not 
only the promifcs, but the comforts of them 
too, of none effect. — Concerning wliich error, 
I liave only to add this by way of extenuation 
of it,^ — that I believe die great and onedtfy- 
mg rout made about iandtification and rege- 
neration in the middle of the laft century, — 
and die enthufiaftic extravagancies into which 
the communications of the Spirit have been 
carried by fo many deluded or deluding peo- 
ple in this, are two of the greateft caufes which 
have driven many a fobcr man into the oppo- 
(ke extreme, againft which I have argued. — 
Now if the dread of favouring too much of re- 
ligion in their interpretations has done this in 
fervice, — ^let us enquire, on the other hand, 
whether die affedadon of too mact religion in 
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the odier extremey has not milled others full 
as for from truth, and further from the rea- 
fon and fobriety of the gofpel, than the firft. 

I hare ahready proved by Scripture argu* 
ments, that the influence of the holy fpirit of 
God is neceflary to render the imperfedk faerie 
fice of our obedience pleafing to our Maker. — 
He hath promifed to ptrfeQ hhfirengtb in our 
nveaknefs. — ^With this aflurance we ought to 
be fatisfied ;— ^fpccially fince our Saviour hath 
thought proper to mortify all fcrupulous en- 
quiries into operations of this kind> by compa- 
ring them to the wind, ijobich hlonueth ivher^ 
St lijieth : and thou bearefi the found thereof 
hut canjl not tell nuhence it comethy or luhither 
U goeth : — -fo is every one that is born of the 
Spirit. — Let humble gratitude acknowlege the 
effed, unprompted by an idle curiofity to ex- 
plain the caufe. 

We are told, without this aOlftance, we can 
do nothing; — ^we are told, from the fame au- 
thority, we can do all through Chrift that 
(h-engthens us. — We are commanded to 'mork 
out our (ywn falvation nvithfear and trembling. 
The reafon immediately follows j for it is God 
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that nuorketh in yoUy hoth to nuill and to do^ of 
his own good pleafure. — ^From thefe, and many 
Other tepeated paflages, it is evident, that the 
afliftances of grace were not intended to de- 
ftroy, but tO co-operate with the endeavours 
rf man, — and are derived from God in the 
fame mannet as all natural powers. — Indeed, 
without thit interpretation, how could the 
Almighty addrefs himfelf to man as a rational 
being ? — how could his anions be his own ? — 
how could he be confidered as a blameable or 
rewardable creature ? 

From this account of the confiftent opini- 
ons of a fober-minded chriftian, let us take a 
view of the miftaken enthufiaft. — See him o- 
ftcntatioufly clothed with the outward garb 
of fandtity, to attraft the eyes of the vulgar. 
See a chearful dcrtieanottr, the natural refult 
of an eafy and felf-applauding heart, ftudioufly 
avoided as criminal. — See his countenance o- 
verfpread with a melancholy gloom and de- 
fpondence; — as if religion, which is evident- 
ly calculated to make us happy in this life as 
well as the next, was the parent of fullennefs 
and difcontent. — Hear him pouring forth his 
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pharU^uical ejsKulatioms on hi» jouvaey^ or m 
Uk firfet».^-llear kim boalHag of exXssLOsdin 
nary comawnUadoKs with the God o€ aU 
knowkge, and at the £une time offendM^ aK 
^inft the conamoa rules of his own native 
laoguager and the plainer di^tesof comwoa 
fenfe. — Heax him arrogantly thanking hist 
God, that he is not a^ other men are; and*, 
with more than papal uncharitahlenefs^ rery Hr 
beraUy allotting the portion of the damnedr ta 
every chriiUan whom he, partial ]udge»< deems 
lefs perfed than himfelf — to every chriftianc 
who is walking on in the paths of duty wkh 
fobcr vigilance* afpiring to perfeftion by pro- 
greflive attainments, and ferioufly endeavour- 
in^;;, throngh a rational &ith inhis Redeemer} 
to mak^ his calling and eledion fiire« 

There have been no fe«fts in the chi'iftiaa 
world* however abfurd, which have not en-^ 
deavoured to fupport their opinion by argji- 
ments drawn from Scripture* miiinterpreted 
or nufkpplied. • 

We had a melancholy inflance of this in, 
our own country, in the laft century, — when, 
tbQ church of Chrift, as weil a$ the goveniL- 
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ment, during that period of national confufi- 
on, was torn afonder into various fedts and 
fadions ; — when forae men pretended to have 
Scripture precepts, parables, or prophecies 
to plead, m favour of the tnoft impious abfur- 
dides that falfehood could advance. The 
fame i^irit which prevailed amongft the fana- 
tics, feems to have gone forth among thefe 
modem enthufiafts. — ^Faith, the diftingufhing 
chara^rUlic of a chriftian, is defined by them 
not as a rational affent of the underftanding 
to truths which are eftablifhed by indifput- 
aUe authority, but as a violent perfuafion of 
mind, that they are inftantaneoufly become 
the children of God— that the whole fcore of 
thdr {ins is for ever blotted out, without the 
payment of one tear of repentance. — Pleafing 
dodrine this to the fears and ps^ons of man- 
Itind! — promifmg fair to gain profyletes of 
the vicious and impenitent. 

Pardon^ and indulgences are the great fup- 
* port of papal power ;— ^but thefe modem em- 
pirics in religion have improved upon the 
fcheme, pfetending to have difcovered an in- 
fallible noftrum for all incurables ; fuch as will 
B b 
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preferve them for ever. — And notwithftandin^ 
we have inftances of notorious offenders a- 
monft the warmeft advocates for finlefs per- 
feftion, — the charm continues powerful. — Did 
thefe vifionary notions of an heated indaginati- 
on tend only to amufe the fancy, they might 
be treated with contempt; — but when they 
depreciate all moral attainments ; — ^when the 
fnggeftions of a frantic brain are blafphemonf- 
ly afcribed to the holy fpirit of God ; — when 
faith and divine love are placed in oppoiition 
to pra<flical virtues, they then become the oh- 
je(fts of averfion. In one fenfe, indeed, many 
of thefe deluded people demand our tendereft 
compaflion, — whofe diforder is in the head 
rather than the heart : and wha call for the 
aid of a phydcian who can cure the diftempered 
ftate of the body, rather than one who may 
foothe the anxieties of the mind. 

Indeed, in many cafes, they feem fo much 
above the fkill of either,— that unlefs God in 
his mercy rebuke this fpirit of enthuiiafm, 
which is gone out amongft us, no one can 
pretend to fay how far it may go, or what 
mifchiefs it may do in thefe kingdoms. — ^Al- 
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residf it has taught us as much blafphemous 
language; — and, if it goes on, by the famples 
given us in their journals;, will fill us with as 
many legendary accounts of vifions and reve- 
lations, as we have formerly had from the 
church of Rome. And for any fecurity we 
have againft it, — ^when time fhall ferve, it may 
as effe^ally convert the profeflbrs of it, even 
into popery itfelf, — confident with their own 
principles ; — ^for they have nothing more to 
do than to fay, that the fpirit which infpired 
them, has fignified, that the pope is infpired 
as well as they, — and confequently is infallible. 
— ^After which I cannot fee how they can pof- 
fibly refirain going to mafs> confident with 
their own principles. — 

Thus much for thefc two oppofite errors ; 
—-the examination of which has taken up fo 
much time, — that I have little left to add, but 
to beg of God, by the affiftance of his holy 
fpirit, to preferve us equally from extremes, 
and enable us to form fuch right and worthy 
apprehenfions of our holy religion, — that it 
may never fuffer, through the coolnefs o£ our 
conceptions of it, on one hand, — or the im- 
Bb 2 
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moderate heat of them* on the other ;^-*but 
that we may at all times fee it> as it is, and as 
it was defigned by its blefled Founder, as the 
moft rational, fober and confident inftitution 
that could have been given to the fons of men. 
Now to God, etc. 
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ECCLESIASTES xil, I3. 

Let us hear the conclujion of the luhole matter^ 
'^-Fear God^ and keep his commandments : 
for this is the nuhole duty of man. 

THE wife man, in the beginning of this 
book, had propofed it as a grand query 
to be difcufled, — To fnd out 'what •mas good 
for the fons of men ^ 'which they fhould do under 
the heavens^ all the days of their lives? — ^That 
is, what was the fitteil employment, and the 
chief and proper bufinefs, which they fhould 
apply themfelves to in this world. — And here, 
in the text, after a fair difcuffion of the que- 
ftion, he afferts it to be the bufinefs of religi- 
on, — ^the fearing God, and keeping his com- 
mandments. — ^This was the conclufion of the 
whole matter, — and the natural refult of all 
his debates and enquiries, — ^And I am perfuad- 
ed, the more obfervations we make upon the 
fliort life of man,— the more we experience, — 
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and the longer trials we have of the world,— 
and the feveral pretenfions it offers to our hap- 
pinefs, — the more we (hall be engaged to think 
jyjce lum, — that we can never find what we 
Jook for in any other thing which we do un- 
der die heavens, except in that of duty and o- 
bcdience to God. — In the courfc of the wife 
man's examination of this pointy— ^we £nd z 
great many beautiful reflexions upon human 
affairs, all tending to iUuftrate the conclufion 
he draws; and as they are fui^as are apt to 
offer themfelves to the thoughts of every feri- 
ous and confiderate man,— -I trannot do better 
than renew the impreffions, — by retouching 
the principal arguments of his difcourfc, — ^be- 
fore I proceed to the general ufe and appltca- 
on of the whole. 

In the former part of his book he^had taken 
into his confideration thofe feveral ftates of 
Kfe to which men ufually apply themfelves 
for happinefs; — firft, learning, — ^wifdom;— 
next, — mirth, jollity and pleafure; — then 
power and greatnefs, — ^riches and poffeflions. 
— ^All of which are fo far frcmi anfwering the 
end for which they were at firft purfucd,— 
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that, by a great variety of arguments, he 
proves them fevcrally to be fo many fore tra- 
vels- <which Cod bath given to the fans of men 
to he exercifed there^vith ; — and inftead of be- 
ing any, or all of them, our proper end and 
employment, or fufficient to our happinefs, — 
he makes it plain, by a feries of obfervations 
upon the life of man, — that they are ever likely 
to end with others where they bad done with 
him ; — that is, in vanity and vexation of fpirit. 
' Then he takes notice of the feveral accidcnu 
6f this life, which perpetually rob ns of what 
little fweets the fruition of thefe objects might 
feem to promife us, — both with regard to our 
endeavours and our perfons in this world. 

I ft, With regard to our endeavours, — he 
ihews that the moft likely ways and means are 
not always eflFe(5tual for the attaining of their 
end : — that, in general, — the utmoft that hu- 
man councils and prudence can provide for, 
is to take care, when they contend in a race, 
that they be fwifter than thofe who run a- 
gainft them ; — or when they arc to fight a bat- 
tle, that they be ftronger than thofe whom 
they are to encounter. — And yet afterwards, 
Cc 
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in the ninth chapter, he obferves, that the 
race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the 
ftrong; — neither yet bread to the wife, — nor 
yet riches to men of undcrftanding, — nor fa- 
Tour to men of fkill ; — but time and chance 
happens to them all. — That there are {ecret 
workings in human affairs, which over-rule 
all human contrivance, and counterplot the 
wifcft of our councils, in fo ftrange and im* 
expected a manner, as to caft a damp upon 
our bed fchemes and warmeft endeavours. 

And then, for thofe accidents to which our 
perfons are as liable as our labours, — ^he ob- 
fervcs thefc three things ; — firft, the natural 
infirmities of our bodies, — ^which alternately 
lay us open to the changes of pain and fick- 
nefs; which, in the fifth chapter, he ftiles 
wrath and forrow; under which a man lies 
languifhing, none of his worldly employments 
fignify much, — Like one that fingeth fongs 
with a heavy heart, neither mirth, — not 
power, — nor riches, fhall afiPord him eafe, — 
nor will all their force be able fo to ftay the 
ftroke of nature, — hut that he Jhall he cut off 
in the midfi of his days^ and then all his 
thoughts perijh. — Or elfe, — what is no un- 
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common fpedacle, — in the midft of all his 
luxury, he may wafte away the greateft part 
of his life with much wearinefs and anguifh ; 
and with the long torture of an unrelenting 
difeafe, he may wift himfelf to go down to 
the grave, and to be fet at liberty from ail his 
pofleflions, and all hb mifery, at the fame time. 
2dly, If it be fuppofed, — that by the 
ftrength of fpirits, and the natural chcarful- 
nefs of a man's temper, he fhould efcape thefe, 
and live many years ^^ and rejoice in them all, — 
which is not the lot of many ; — ^yet, he mujl 
remember the^days of darknefs ; — that is, — they 
who devote themfelves to a perpetual round 
of mirth and pleafure, — cannot fo manage 
matters as to avoid the thoughts of their fu- 
ture Jiatesy and the anxiety about what (hall 
become of them hereafter, when they are to 
depart out of this world; — that they cannot 
fo crowd their, heads, and fill up their time 
with other matters, — but that the remem- 
berance of this will ibmetimes be uppermoft, — 
and thruft itfelf into their minds whenever 
they are retired and ferious. — And as this will 
naturally prefent to them a dark profpe<5l of 
C c 2 
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their future happinefs, — it mull, at the fame 
time, prove no fmall damp and allay to what 
they would enjoy at prefent. 

But, in the third place, — fuppofc a man 
ihould be able to avoid ficknefs, — and to put 
the trouble of thefe thoughts likewife far from 
him, — yet there is fomething elfe which he 
cannot pofllbly decline; — old age will una- 
voidably ftcal upon him, with all the infirmi- 
ties of it,^ — ^when (as he cxprefles it) the grin- 
ders Jhall he fenu^ and appetite ceafes ; ivhen 
thofe luho look out of the 'windonxis Jhall he dark* 
ned, and the keepers of the houfe fball tremble^ 
—When a man fliall become a burden to him- 
felf, and *to his friends ; — when, perhaps, 
thofe of his neareft relations, whom he hath 
moft obliged by kindnefs, fhaU think it time 
for him to depart, to creep off the ftage, and 
make room for fucceeding generations. 

And then, after a little funeral pomp of 
mourners going about the ftreets^-^-^'di man Ihall 
be buried out of the way, and in a year or 
two be as much forgotten, as if he had never 
exifted. — For there is no rememberance (fays 
he) of the wife more than the fool ;— feeing 
that which now is, in the days to come, fhall 
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be forgotten ; every day producing fomething 
wliicli feems new and ftrange, to take up men's 
talk and wonder, and to drown the memory 
of former perfons and anions, — 

And I appeal to any rational man, whether 
thefe are not fome of the moft material reflec- 
tions about human affairs, — ^which occur to e- 
very one who gives himfelf the lead leifure to 
think about them ? — Now, from all thefe pre- 
mifes put together, Solomon infers this ftiort 
conclufion in the text, — ^That to fear God, 
and keep his commandments, is the whole of 
man; — that, to be ferious in the matter of 
religion, and careful about our future ftates, 
is that which, after all our other experiments, 
will be found to be our chief happinefs,— our 
greateft intereft,— our greateft wifdom, — and 
that which moft of all deferves our care and 
application. — ^This muft ever be the laft refult, 
and the upihot of every wife man's obfervati- 
ons upon all thefe tranfitory things, and upon 
the vanity of their feveral pretences to our 
well-being ; — and we may depend upon it, as 
an everlafting truth, — that we can never find 
what we feek for in any other courfe, or any 
other obje^, — ^but this one ; — and the more 



d by Google 



2o6 SERMON XU. 

we know and thinks and tJbe more experience 
we have of the world, and of ourfelves, the 
more we are convinced of this truth, and led 
back by it to reft our fouls upon that God 
from whence we came. — ^Every confidcration 
upon the life of man tends to engage us to 
this . point, — to be in eameft in the concern- 
ment of religion ;— to love and fear God ; — to 
provide for our true intereft, — and do ourfelves 
the moft- effectual fervicc, — by devoting our- 
felves to him, — and always thinking of him, 
as he is the true and final happinels of a rea- 
fonable and immortal Spirit. 

And indeed one would think it next to im- 
poffible, — did not the commonnefs of the thing 
take oflF from the wonder, — that a man who 
thinks at all, — fhould let his whole life be a 
contradiction to fuch obvious refl?6lions. 

The vanity and emptinefs of worldly goods 
and enjoyments, — theihortnefs and uncertain- 
ty of life, — the unalterable event hanging o- 
ver our heads, — M<t/, in afenu days^ lue mujl 
all of us go to that place from «mhence ivejhall 
not return; — the certainty of this, — the un- 
certainty of the time when, — the immortality 
of the foul, — the doubtful and momentous if^ 



d by Google 



S E R M O N XIi; 207 

{vLts of eternity, — the terrors of damnation, 
isuid the glorious things which are fpoken of 
the city of God, are meditations fo obvious, 
and fo naturally check and block up a man's 
vray, — are fo very intcrefting, and, above all, 
fo unavoidable, — that it is aftonifhing how it 
was pc^U>k, at any time, for mortal man to 
have Ins head fail of any thing elfe ? — ^And 
yet, was the fame perfon to take a view of the 
ftate rf tiiA world, — ^how flight an obfervation 
would convince him, that the wonder lay, in 
feA, on the other fide; — and that, as wifely 
as we all difcourfe, and philofophize de con- 
temftu mundi et fuga feculij — yet, for one 
who really ads in the world— confiftent with 
his own reflexions upon it, — ^that there are 
multitudes who feem to toke aim at nothing 
higher; — and, as empty a thing as it is, — are 
fo dazzled with, as to think it meet to build 
tabernacles of reft upon it, — and fay, // /> 
good to b€ ^^r^.— Whether, as an able enquirer 
into this paradox guefles, — ^whethcr it is, that 
Hien do not heartily believe fuch a thipg as a 
future ftate of happbefs and mifery, — or if 
tliey do,— that they do not adually and feri- 
oufly confider it,— but fuffer it to lay dormant 
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and tinadlivc within them, — and fo are as lit- 
tle aflPeded with it, as if, in truth, they believed 
it not ; — or whether they look upon it through 
that end of the pcrfpe£tive which reprcfents as 
afar oflF, — and fo are more forcibly drawn by 
the nearer, though the leflcr, loadftone;—- 
whether the(e, ox whatever other caufe may 
be afligned for it, — the obfervation is incon* 
teftible, that the bulk of manHnd, in pafling 
through this vale of mifery,— ^ufe it not as a 
ivell to refrefh and allay, — ^but fully to quench 
and fatisfy their thirft ; — minding (or as the 
Apoftle fays), relifhing earthly things, — ^ma- 
king them the end and fum-total of their de^ 
fires, — and,' in one word, — rloving this world 
-i—juft as they are commanded to love God ; — 
that is, — nuith all their hearty nvith all their 
fouly — ^with all their mind and flrength. — But 
this is not the ftrangeft part of this paradox. 
A man fhall not only lean and reft upon the 
world with his whole ftrefs, — ^but, in many in- 
ftances, (hall live notorioufly bad and vicious ; 
— ^when he is reproved, he {hall feem convinc* 
ed ; — ^when he is obfervcd, — he (hall be alham- 
ed ; — ^when he purfues his fin, — ^he will do it 
in the dark ; — and when he has done it, {hall 
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even bd dHTathfied with? InvkdM: — yet ftiU, 
tins fliaii prodiicef »e akesraijon in bis condndtv 
-»-^Tcll him lie fliall one day drc j*-^f brittg 
tJbe event M\\ mdai^er,— ^and fbeW, that, *e- 
c<!>rdtng ta tibe eovarfe of natar<e, he ca»^oi 
poffibJy lire iwawy yeorsy^hie t^ill figh, pet- 
hapSj-^-and tett yow^ be is cojSvmGed of tbat, 
as miEcb as^ resdbn and eifpeti^f^ee can mak6 
bifi» j-*-proceed atid i»rge Co bitft> — that after 
death ccHnes jadgm^t^ -JtM tihat he ^^ cer- 
tainly tha-e be deaik with fey a j^ft Gknl ac- 
cording to his aftrons j-^h^e will tbanfcGwl he 
is B0 d«ift,-^and tell you, t^b the faiAe grave 
feicey — he is thor*6ifgbIy con^hrccd of t^at fooi^ 
-^alkd as he beheves, — fto doubt^ he tren^ibles^ 
too i-^and yet aftep att, wid^all this coiivi6tf- 
on upon hb n^ind, you will fee MAn ^rfeverc 
ib the fame conrfe,-^anid cota^mtt hcs fm y^t^ 
as certain an evitnt ^i&d refofiHltion', as if he 
knev^ no ajpguftieiit agaiAft it.— Thef^ lioticei 
6f things howevei^ ^eiribfe 20^ trtte, pa^ thtb'' 
bis tmdef ftattxiing as ^ eagfe librougb the air, 
that kave& na path beMnd. 

So that, upkitf the whole, inftead of abound- 
ing with occafions to fet us fcriouily on thinfc- 
D d 
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ing, — the world might difpenfe with many 
more calls of this kind ; — and were they feven 
times as many as they are, — confidering what 
infufficient ufe we make of thofe we have, all^ 
I fear, would be little enough to bring thefe 
things to our rememberance as often, and en- 
gage us to lay them to our hearts with that 
affedionate concern, which the weight and 

intereft of them requires at our hands. 

Sooner or later, the moft inconfiderate of u» 
all fhall find, with Solomon, — that to do this 
eflfedlually, is the whole of man. 

And I cannot conclude this difcourfe upon 
his words better than with a fhort and eameft 
exhortation, that the folemnity of this feafon, 
— and the meditations to which it is devoted^ 
may lead you up to the true knowlege and 
practice of the fame point, of fearing God 
and keeping his commandments, — and con- 
vince you, as it did him, of the indifpenfable 
neceffity of making that the bufinefs of a man's 
life, which is the chief end of his being, — the 
eternal happinefs and falvation of his foul. 

Which may God grant, for the fake of Jc- 
fus Chrift. Amen. 
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And they fiaare unto the Lordnvith a loud voice^ 
and ivith Jhoutlngj and 'with trumpets y and 
mth cornets, — j4nd alt the men of Judab 
rejoiced at the oath. 

IT will be neceflary to give a particular ac- 
count of what was the occafion, as well 
as the nature, of the oath which the men of 
Judah fware unto the Lord ; — ^which will ex- 
plam not only the reafons why it became ^ 
matter of fo much- joy to them, but likcwifc 
admit of an application fuitable to the pur- 
pofes of this folemn aflembly. 

Abijah, and Afa his fon, were fuccefilve 
kings of Judah. — ^The firft came to the crown 
at the clofe of a long, and, in the end, a very 
unfuccefsful war, which had gradually waft- 
ed the ftrength and riches of hb kingdom* 
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He was a prince endowed with the talents 
which the emergencies of his country required, 
and feemed bom to make Judah a vi<5torious, 
as well as a happy people. — The condud and 
great fuccefs of his arms againfl Jeroboam, 
had well eftablifhed the firft ; — but his king- 
dom, which had been fo many years the feat 
of a war, had been fo wailed and bewildered, 
that his reign, good as it was, was too fliort 
to accommodate the latter.— He died, and 
left the work unfiniflied for his fon. — Afafuc- 
ceeded, in the room of Abijah his father, with 
the truell notions of religion and government 
that could be fetched either from reafon or 
experience. — His reafon told him, that God 
ihould be worfhiped in fimplicity and fingle- 
nefs of heart; — therefore he took away the 
ftrange gods, and broke down their images. 
—His experience told him, that the moft fuc- 
cefsful wars, inftead of invigorating, more ge- 
nerally drained away the vitals of government, 
and, at the beil, ended but in a brighter and 
more oftfentatious kind of poverty and defola- 
tion : — therefore he laid alide his fword, and 
ftudied the arts of ruling Judah with peace. — 
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Confcience would not fuflPer Afa to facrifice 
his fubjedts to the private views of ambition, 
and wifdom forbad he fkould fuffer them to 
oflFer up themfelves to the pretence of public 
ones; — fince enlargement of empire, by the 
deflxudlion of its people, (the natural and only- 
valuable fource of ftrength and riches) was a 
difhoneft and miferable exchange. — ^And how- 
ever well the glory of a conqueft might appear 
in the eyes of a common beholder, yet, when 
bought at that cbftly rate, a father to his 
country would behold the triumphs which at- 
tended it, and weep as it paifed by him. — ^A- 
midft all the glare and jollity of the day, the 
parent's eyes would fix attentively upon his 
child ;-^he would difcem him drooping under 
the weight of his attire, without ftrength or 
vigour, — his former beauty and comelinefs 
gone oflF: — he Would behold the coat of many 
colours ftained with blood, and cry, — Alas ! 
they have decked thee with a parent's pride, 
but not with a parent's care and forefight. 

With fuch affectionate fentiments of govern- 
ment, and juft principles of religion, Afa be- 
gan his reign.— A reign marked out with new 
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aras, aid a futceflidtt of hafyfHef o€€v»fttite& 
than what kad dtftingtiHhed foniler days. 

The juft aad gefltk fpitit of the* ptmct m- 
fenflbly ftofe into the breads of the people.— 
The men of Judah ttirned thettr fwords into 
plowflurta, atffid their fpeafs into priinifig 
hooka.— By indoftry a»d virt«K)«s labottf they 
acquired, what by fpM and rapine they Bfi^ght 
have fought after long in vain. — ^Thc trac^ 
of their late troubles fooo began to wear ont. 
—The cities, which had becottie ruinolB stod 
defblate (the prey of the fatttine and the fwoi^d) 
were now reboilt, fortified, and made popft- 
lotts. — ^Pcace, fecnrity, weakh, and profperi- 
ty, feemed to compofe the whole hiftory of 
Afa's f eign.— O Jiadlah [ w4at co«ld then; have 
been done m^e tha^ what wa^ done to TAdkt 
thy people happy ?*■— 

What <me bleffing was* with-held, that thoa 
fhouldft ever with-hold thy thaftkfolnefe ?— 

That thoo didft not eontintfally tnm thy 
eyes towards iMaven w th an hal)itaal' fenfe of 
God's mercies, and devoutly p^aife him for 
letting Afa over you. 

Were not the public bteOTrngs, and the pn* 
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vate enjoyn^rnts^ which eery man of Judah 
derived from them, fuch as to make the coa« 
tinuance of them defireable ?— and what other 
way was to cflPed it, than to fwear unto the 
Lord, with all your hearts and fouls, to per- 
form the covenant made with your fathers ?— 
to fecure that favour and intereft with the Al- 
mighty Being, without which the wifdom of 
this world is foolifhnefsi and the beft connec- 
ted fyftems of human policy are fpeculative 
and airy projects, without foundation or fub-^ 
ftance.— ^The hiftory of their own exploits and 
eltablifhment (ince they had become a nation » 
was a ftrong confirmation of this dodrine. 

,But too firee and uninterrupted a po/Teffioa 
of God Almighty's bleffings, fometimes (tho* 
it feems ftrange to fuppofe it) even tempts man 
to forget him, either from a certain depravity 
and ingratitude of nature, not to be wrought 
upon by goodnefs,— or that they are made by 
it too paflionatcly fond of the prefent hour, 
and too thoughtlefs of its great Author, whofe 
kind providence brought it about. — This feem- 
cd to have been the cafe with the men of Ju- 
dah : — for notwithftanding all that God had 
E e 
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^one foiv them, in placing Abifoh, and Afa 
his Ton, over them, and infpirkig them with 
hearts and talents proper to retrieve the errors 
of the foregoing reigi^, and bring back peace 
and plenty to the dwellings of Jadah ; — yet 
there appears no record of any folemn and re- 
ligious acknowtegement to God for fuch fignal 
favours. — The people fat down in a thanklefs 
fecurity, each man under his vine, to eat and 
dnnk, and rofe up to play ; — more foHcitous 
to enjoy their bleflings, than to deferve ^henu 
But this fccne of tranquillity was not to fub- 
iift without fome change.; — and it feemed as 
if providence at length had,fu£Fered the ftream 
to be interrupted, to make them confider 
whence it flowed, and how neceflary it had 
been all along to their fupport, — ^The Ethio- 
pians, ever fincc the beginning of Abu^*^ 
jreign, . until the tenth year of Afa's, l|ad been 
at peace, or at lead, whatever fecret enmity 
they bore, had made no open attacks upon 
the kingdom of Judah. — And indeed the bad 
meafures which Rehoboam had taken, in the 
latter part of the reign which immediately pre- 
ceded theirs, feemed to have fkved the l^hio- 
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plans the trouble. — For Rehoboam, though 
in the former part of his reign he dealt wifely ; 
yet whefl he had eftablilhed his kingdom, and 
ftrengthened himfelf,^ — he forfook the laws of 
the Lord ; — he forfook the counfel which the 
old men gave him, and took counfel with the 
young men, which were brought up with him, 
and ftood before him. — Such iH-advifed mea- 
fures, in all probability, had given the ene- 
mies of Judah fuch decifive advantages over 
her, that they had fat down contented, and 
for many years enjoyed the fruits of their ac- 
quiittions. — But the friendfhip of ))ririces is 
feidom made up of better materials than thofe 
-which are every day to be feen in private life, 
— in which fincerity and a£Fedion are not at 
all confidered as ingredients .-^Change of time 
and circumftances produce a change of coun- 
cils and bdiaviour. — Judah, in length of time, 
had become a freih" temptation, and was worth 
fighting for. — Her riches and plenty might 
firft make her enemies covet, and then the re- 
mcmberance of how cheap and eafy a prey (he 
had formerly been, might make them not 
doubt of obtaia^g. 

Ee 2 
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By thefe apparent motives, (or whether 
God, who fometimes over-rules the heart of 
man, was pleafed to turn them by ftcret ones, 
to the purpofes of his wifdom) the ambition 
of the Ethiopians revived, with an hoft of men 
numerous as the fand upon the fea-fhore in 
multitude .-r-They had left their. country, an4 
were coming forwards to invade them. — ^What 
can Judah propofe to do in fo terrifying a cri-r 
fis ?— rwhere can {he betake herfclf for refuge ? 
r-^on one hand, her religion and laws are too ' 
precious to be given up, or trufted to the hands 
of a ftranger ;— and on the other hand, how 
can fo fmall a kingdom, juft recovering 
ftrength, furrounded by an army of a thou- 
fand tl^oufand men, befides chariots and hor- 
fes, be able! to withftand fo powerful a fhock, 
—But here it appeared that thofe, who, in 
their profperity, can forget God, do yet re- 
member him in the day of danger and diftrefs ; 
and can begin with comfort to depend upon 
his providence, when with Qomfort they can 
depend upon nothing elfe.— For when Zerah, 
the Ethiopian, was come into the valley of 
^ephatha at Maretha, Afa, and all the m^ 
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e( Judah, and Benjamin, went out againft 
him ; — and as they went, they cried mightily 
unto God. — And Afa prayed for his people, 
and he faid, — " O Lord ! it is nothing with 
thee to help, whether with many, or with 
them that have no power : — help ns, O Lord 
our God ; for we reft In thee, and in thy name 
we go againft this multitude. — O Lord, thou 
art our God, let not man prevzdl againft thee." 
-^-Succefs almoft feemed a debt due to the 
piety of the prince, and the contrition of his 
people. — $0 God fmote the Ethiopians, and 
they could not recover themfelves : — for they 
were fcattered, and utterly deftroyed, — before 
the Lord, and before his hoft. — ^And as they 
returned to Jerufalem from purfning, — ^behold 
the fpirit of God came upon Afariah, the fon 
of Oded. — And he went out to meet Afa, and 
he faid unto him,— -Hear ye me, Afa, and all 
Judah and Benjamin ; — the Lord is with you» 
whilft you are with him ; — ^and if you feek him, 
he will be found of you, but if ye forfake him, 
he will forfake you. — Nothing could more 
powerfully call home the confcience than fo 
(imely an expoftulation.ir*The men of Judah 
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and Benjamm, (buck with a fenfe of their 
late deliverance, and the many other felicities 
they had enjoyed ftnce Afa was king over them, 
they gathered themfel ves together at Jerufaiem^ 
in the third month in the fifteenth year of Aia's 
reign ; — and they entered into a covenant to 
feek the Lord God of their fathers, with aH 
their foul: — and they fware unto the Lord 
with a loud voice, and with fhouting, and 
with trumpets, and with comets, and all Ju- 
dah rejoiced at the oath. 

One may obferve a kind of laiuriety in the 
defcription, which the holy hiAprian gives of 
the men of Judah upon this occaiion. — ^And 
fure, if ever matter of joy was fo reafonably 
founded, as to excufe any excefles in the ex- 
predions of it, — this was one : — for without 
it, — the condition of Judah, though other* 
wife the happieft, would have been, of all na- 
tions under heaven^ the mod mif<»*able. 

het us fuppofe a moment, inftead of being 
repulfed, that the enterprize of the Ethiopi- 
ans had profpered againft them, — like other 
grievous diftempers, where the vitals are firft 
attacked, — Afa, their king, would have 
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been fought after, and have been made 
the firft fao'ifice. ■^- He muft either have 
fallen by the fword^of battle, or execution; 
or, what is worfe, he muft have lurvived the 
ruin of his country by flight, — and worn out 
the remainder of his days in forrow, for the af- 
flidions which were come upon it. — In fome 
remote comer of the world, the good king 
would have heard the particulars of Judah's 
deihniAion, — He would have been told how 
the country, which had become dear to him 
by his paternal care> was now utterly laid 
wafte,. and all his labour loft ; — how the fen- 
ces which proteded it were torn up, and the 
tender plant within, which he had fo long 
iheltered, was cruelly trodden under foot and 
devoured. — He would hear how Zerah, the 
Ethiopian, when he had overthrown the king- 
dom, thought himfelf bound in confcience to 
overthrow the religion of it too, and eftablifh 
his own. idolatrous one in its ftead. — ^That, in 
purfuance of this, the holy religion, which 
Afa had leformed, had begun every where to 
be evit fpoken of, and evil entreated : 
'. That it was firft baniihed from the courts of 
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the king^ hoofe, and the midft of Jerufalenrt 
•*-and then fled for fafety out of the way in-' 
to the wilderness, and found no city to dwell 
m. — ^That Zerah had rebtiilt the altars of iho 
ftrange Gods» — ^which Afa's piety had broken 
down, and fet up their images : 

That hb commandment was urgent, that 
all (hould fall down and woHhip the idol he 
had made: — That to complete the tale of 
their miferies, there was no profpeA of deli- 
Terance for any but the worft of his fubjcds ; 
thofe who, in his reign, had either leaned in 
their hearts towards thefe idolatries, — or 
whofe principles and morals were fuch, that 
all religions fuited them alike. — But that the 
honeft and confcientious men of Judah, un-* 
able to behold fuch abominations, hung down 
every man his head like a bulruih, and put 
lackcloth and afhes under him. 

This pidure of Judah's defolation might be 
fome rcfemblance of what every of Afa's fub- 
jeds would probably form to himfelf, the day- 
he folemnized an exemption from it. — And 
the tranfport was natural, — ^To fwear unto 
the Lord with a loud voice, and with (bout* 
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ing, and with trumpets, and with comets ; — 
to rejoice at the oath which fecured their fu- 
ture peace, and celebrate It with all external 
marks of gladnefs. 

I have at length gone through the ftory, 
\7hich gave the occafion to this religious aft, 
which is recorded of the men of Judah in the 
text. 

I believe there is not one, in facred Scrip- 
ture, that bids fairer for a parallel to our own 
times, or that would admit of an application 
more fuitable to the folemnity of this day. 

But men are apt to be ftruck with likenefTes 
in fo diflFerent a manner, from the different 
points of view in which they (land, as well as 
their diverfity of judgments, that it is gene- 
rally a very unnacceptable piece of officioufnefs 
to fix any certain degrees of approach. 

In this cafe, it feems fufficient, — that thofe 
who will difcern the lead refemblance, will 
difcem enough to make them ferioufly comply 
with the devotion of the day ; — and that thofe 
who are affefted with it in a ftronger manner, 
and fee the bleffing of a proteftant king in its 
faireft light, with all the mercies which made 
Ff 
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way for it, will have ftill more abundant rea- 
fon to adore that good Being, which has all 
along prote<5lcd it from the enemies which have 
rifen up to do it violence ; — ^but more efpecial- 
ly, in a late inftance, by turning dovm the 
councils of the froward head-long, — and con- 
founding the devices of the crafty, — fb that 
their hands could not perform their enterprize. 
— ^Tho* this event, for many reafons, wiU ever 
be told amongtt the felicities of thefe days ; — 
yd for none more fo, — than that it has given 
us a frelh mark of the continuation of God Al- 
mighty's favour' to us : — a part of that great 
complicated bleffing for which we are gather- 
ed together to return him thanks. 

Let us, therefore, I befeech you, endea- 
vour to do it in the way which becomes wife 
men, and which is likely to be moft accept- 
able ; — and that is, — to purfue the intentions 
of his providence, in giving us the occalion — 
to become better men, and by a holy and ho- 
ned converfation, make ourfelves capable of 
enjoying what God has done for us. — In vain 
fhall we celebrate the day with a loud voice, 
and with fhouting, and with trumpfets,- 
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do not do it likewlfe with the internal and 
more certain marks of fincerity, — a reforma- 
tioii and purity in our manners. — It is impof- 
fible a finful people can either be grateful to 
God, or properly loyal to their prince. — They 
cannot be grateful to the one, becaufe they 
live not under a fenfe of his mercies; — nor 
can they be loyal to the other, becaufe they 
daily offend in two of the tendereft points 
which concern his welfare. — By firft difengag- 
ing the providence of God from taking our 
part, and then giving a heart to our adverfa- 
ries to lift their hands againft us, who muft 
know, that, if we forfake God, God will for- 
fake us. — Their -hopes, their defigns, their 
wickednefs againft us, can only be built upon 
ours towards God. 

For if they did not think we did evil, they 
durft not hope we could perifh. 

Ceafe, therefore, to do evil ; — for by fol- 
lowing righteoufnefs, you will make the hearts 
of your enemies faint, they will turn their 
backs againft your indignation, — and their 
weapons will fall from their hands* 
f£ 2 
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Which may God grant, through the me- 
rits and mediation of his Son Jefus Chrift, to 
whom be all honour, etc. Amen, 
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Follow Peace. 
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Hebrews xii. 14. 

Feliow peace nvitb all men, and holtnefsy nuitb" 
out nvAicA no manjhallfee the Lord. 

THE great end and defign of onr holy 
religion, next to the main view of re- 
conciling ns to God, was to reconcile ns to 
each other ; — hj teaching us to fbbdue all thofe 
nnfi^endlydifpofidonsin our nature, which un- 
£t us fcMT happineis, and the ibcial enjoyment 
of the manf bleflings which God has enabled 
us to partake of in this world, miferable as 
it b, in many refpe^. — Could chriftianity 
perfuade the profeflbrs of it into this temper, 
and engage us, as its dodrine requires, to go 
on and exalt our natures, and, after the fuh- 
dudion of the moft unfriendly of our paflions, 
to plant, in the room of them, all thofe (more 
natural to the foil) humane and benevolent 
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inclinations, which, in imitation of the per- 
fe<5lions of God, fhould difpofe us to ex- 
tend our Jove and goodnefs to our fellow- 
creatures, according to the extent of our abi- 
lities; — in like manner, as the goodnefs of 
God extends itfelf over all the works of the 
creation : — could this be accomplifhed, — the 
world would be worth living in ; — and might 
be confidered by us as a foretafte of what we 
fhould enter upon hereafter. 

But fuch a fyftem, you will fay, is merely 
vifionary ; — and, confidering man as a creature 
fo befet with felfifhnefs, and other fretful paf- 
fions that propenfity prompt him to, though 
it is to be wifhed, it is not to be expeded. — 
But our religion enjoins us to approach as near 
this fair pattern as We can ; and, if it be pof- 
fible, as much as lieth in us, to live peaceably 
with all men ; — where the term, — If pofllble, 
I own, implies it may not only be difficult, 
but fometimes impoffible. — ^Thus the words 
of the text, — Follow peace, — may by fome be 
thought to imply, — that this defireable blef- 
ling may fometimes fly from us ; — but ftill we 
are required to follow it, and not ceafe the 
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purfuit, till we have ufed all warrantable me- 
thods to regain and fettle it:— -becaufe, add* 
the Apoftle, without this frame of mind, no 
man (hall fee the Lord. For heaven, is the 
region, as well as the recompence, of peace 
and benevolence ; and fuch as do not dellre 
and promote it here, are not qualified to en- 
joy it hereafter. 

For this caufe, in Scripture language, — 
peace is always fpoke of as the great and com- 
prchenfive bleffing, which included in it all 
manner of happinefs^ — and to wilh peace to 
any houfe or perfon, was, in one word, to 
wifh them all that was good and defireable. — 
Becaufe happinefs confifts in the inward com- 
placency and fatisfadtion of the mind ; and he 
who has fuch a difpoiition of foul, as to ac- 
quiefce and reft contented with all the events 
of providence, can want nothing this world 
can give him. — Agreeable to this, — that (hort, 
but moft comprehenfive, hymn fung by angels 
at our Saviour's birth, declaratory of the joy 
and happy ends of his incarnation, — after 
glory, in the firft, to God, — the next note which 
. founded was, Peace upon earth, and good- 
Gg 
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will to men. — It was a public wifh of happf- 
ncfs to mankind, and implied a folemn charge 
to purfue the means that would even lead to 
it. — And, iu truth, the good- tidings of the 
gofpel are nothing elfe but a grand meflage 
and embaffy of peace, to let us know, that* 
our peace is made in heaven. 

The prophet Ifaiah ftiles our Saviour the 
Prince of Peace, long before he came into the 
world ;-^and to anfwer the title, he made 
choice to enter into it at a time when all na- 
tions were at peace with each other; whicli 
was in the days of Auguftus, — when the tem- 
ple of Janus was (hut, and all the alarms of 
vrd^r were huihed and iilenced throughout the 
world. — ^At his birth, the hoft of heaven de- 
fcended, ^nd proclaimed peace on earth, as 
the beft fkate and temper the world could be 
in to receive and welcome the Author of it.— «• 
His future converfation and dodrine, here up- 
on earth, was every way agreeable with his 
peaceable entrance upon it j-^the whole courfe 
of his life being but one great example of meek- 
nefs, peace and patience. — ^At his death, it 
was the only legacy he bequeathed to his foU 
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lowers: — My peace I give unto you,— How 
far this has taken place, or been a^ually en- 
joyed, — is not my intention to enlarge upon, 
any further than juft to obferve how precious 
a bequeft it was, from the many miferies and 
calamities which have, and ever will, enfuc 
from the want of it. — If we look into the lar- 
ger circle of the world, — what defolatibns, 
diflblutions of government, and invafions of 
jMToperty ! — what rapine, plunder, and ptofa- 
nation of the moft facred rights of mankind, 
are the certain unhappy effe^fts of it ! — fields 
dyed in Wood, — the cries of orphans and wU 
dows, bereft of their beft help, too fully ki- 
ftrudk us. — Look into private life, — behold 
how good and pleafant a thing it is to live to* 
gcther in unity ;-^t is like the precious oint- 
ment poured upon the hcdd of Aaron, that 
run down to his fkirts ;— 4mporting, that this 
balm of life is felt and enjoyed, not only by 
governors of kingdoms, but is derived d^wn 
to the loweft rank of life, and tailed in the 
moft private receffes ;— all, from the king to 
the peafant, are refrefhed with its bleflings, 
without which we can find no comfort m any 
Gg 2 
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thing this world can give.* — It is this bleffing 
gives every one to fit quietly under his vine, 
and reap the fruits of his labour and induftry 2 
— in one word, — which befpeaks wh6 is the 
beftower of it. — It is that only which keeps up 
the harmony and order of the world, and 
preferves every thing in it from ruin ana con* 
fufion. 

There is one faying of our Saviour's, re- 
corded by St. Matthew, which, at firft fight, 
feems to carry fome oppofition to this doiftrinej 
. — I came not to fend peace on earth, but a 
fword. — But this reaches no farther than the 
bare words, not entering fo deep as to affed 
thefenfe, or imply any contradi(ftion ;^ — inti- 
mating only, — that the preaching of the gof- 
pel will prove in the event, through fundry 
unhappy cauies, fuch as prejudices, the cor- 
ruption of mens hearts; a paflion for idolatry 
and fuperftition, the occafion of much variance 
and divifion even amongft neareft relations •— : 
yea, and oft-times of bodily death, and many 
calamities and perfecucions, which adhially 
enfued upon the firll preachers and follower^ 
pf it.' — Or the words may be uuderllood,-«<i5 
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a beautiful defcription of the inward contefts 
and oppofition which chriftianity would oc- 
cafion in the heart of man, — from its oppoli- 
tions to the violent paflions of our nature, — 
which would engage us in a perpetual warfare. 
•—This was not only a fword, — a divifion be- 
twixt neareft kindred ;— but it was dividing 
a man againlt himfelf ; — fetting up an oppofi- 
tion to an intereft long eftabli{hed,-^ftrong by- 
nature, — ^more fo by uncontrouled cuftom. — » 
This is verified every hour in the ftruggles 
for maftery betwixt the principles of the world, 
theflefhand the devil ; — which fetup fo ftrong 
a confederacy, that there is need of all the helps 
which reafon and chriftianity can offer to bring 
them down. 

But this contention is not that againft which 
fuch exhortations in the gofpel are levelled ; 
1 — for the Scripture muft be interpreted by 
Scripture, and. be made confiftent with itfelf, 
* — ^And we find the dilHnguifhing marks and 
doctrines, by which all men were to know who 
were Chrift's difciplcs, — ^was that benevolent 
frame of mind towards all our fellow^creatures, 
ijyjjich, by itfelf, is a fufiicient fccurity for the 
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particolar focial duty here recommended : — 
lb far from meditations of war; — for love 
thinketh no evil to his neighbour; — fo far 
from doing any, it harbours not the leaft 
thought of it ; but, on the contrary, rejoices 
with them that rejoice, and weeps with them 
that weep. 

This debt chriiUanity has highly exalted ; 
though it is a debt that we were (eniible of 
before, and acknowleged to be owed to hu-* 
man nature, — which, as we all partake of, — 
fo ought we to pay it in a fuitable refpedt.-^ 
For, as men, we are allied together in the na- 
tural bond of brotherhood, and are members 
one of another. — ^We have the fame Father in 
heaven, who made us and takes care of us all. 
— Our earthly extradion too b nearer alike, 
than the pride of the world cares to be re- 
minded of: — for Adam was the fethcr of us 
all, and Eve the mother of all living. — ^The 
prince and the beggar fprung from the fame 
ftocks, as wide afunder as the branches are* — 
So that^ in this view, the moil upftart family 
may vie antiquity, and compare families with 
the greateft monarchs.— We are all formed too 
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of the fame mould, and muft equally return 
to the fame duft. — So that, to love our neigh- 
bour, and live quietly with him, is to live at 
peace with ourfelves. — ^He is but felf-multi- 
plied, and enlarged into another form ; and 
to be unkind or cruel to him, is but, as Solo- 
mon oWerves of the unmerciful, to be cruel 
to our own flefh. — As a farther motive and 
engagement to this peaceable commerce with 
each other, — God has placed us all in one a- 
nother's power by turns, — in a condition of 
mutual need and dependence. — ^There is no 
man fo liberally flocked with earthly bleffings, 
as to be able to live without another man's 
aid. — God, in his wifdom, has fo difpenfed 
his gifts, in various kinds and meafures, as to 
render us helpful, and make a focial inter- 
courfe indifpcnfable.— The prince depends on 
the labour and induftry of the peafant ; — and 
the wealth and honour of the greateft perfons 
are fed and fupported from the fame fource. 

This the Apoftle hath elegantly fet forth 
to us by the familiar rcfemblance of the natu- 
ral body ; — wherein there are many members, 
and all have not the fame office ; but the dif- 
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ferent faculties and operations of each, are 
for the ufe and benefit of the whole. — The eye 
fees not for itfelf, but for the other members ; 
and is fet up as a light to dWtO: them : — the 
feet ferve to fupport and carry about the other 
parts; and the hands ad: and labour for them 
all. It is the fame in ftates and kingdoms^ 
wherein there are many members, yet each in 
their feverai functions and employments ; 
which, if peaceably difcharged, are for the 
harmony of the whole flate. — Some are eyes 
and guides to the blind ; — others, feet to the 
lame and impotent ; — fome to fupply the place 
of the head, to affift with council and direc- 
tion ; — others the hand, to be ufeful by their 
labour and induftry. — ^To make this link of 
dependance ftill fh'onger, — there is a great 
portion of mutability iu all human ajBFairs, to 
make the benignity of temper not only our 
duty, but our intereft and wifdom. — ^There is 
no condition in life fo fixed and permanent as 
to be out of danger, or the reach of change : 
— and we all may depend upon it, that we 
(hall take our turns of wanting and defiring. 
— By how many unforfeen caufes may riches 
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ta^ wii^ i-^Tlw erowfi^ of princes m^j be 
flukesa ^d tie gr^^l^ that ^er* awed the 
world have experienced what ^P tunj of the 
wheel can do. — ^That which hath happ.ened to 
one man» may befal another ; and, therefore, 
that excellent rule of our Saviour's ought to 
govern us in all our a<5tions, — ^Whatfoever yc 
would' that men ihould do to you, do you al- 
fo to them like wife. — Time and chance hap- 
pens to all ; — and the moft affluent may be 
ftript of all, and find his worldly comforts like 
fo many withered leaves dropping from him. 
— Sure nothing can better become us, than 
hearts fo full of our dependance as to overflow 
with mercy, and pity, and good-will towards 
mankind. — ^To exhort us to this, is, in other 
words, to exhort us to follow peace with all 
men : — the firft is the root, — this the fair fruit 
and happy produA of it. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, in the 
bowels of mercy, let us put away anger, and 
malice, and evil fpeaking ; — let us fly all cla- 
mour and ftrife ; — let us be kindly affeded one 
to another, — following peace with all men, 
and hoU&eis» that we may fee the hoti* 
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Which God of his infinite mercy grantv 
through the merits of his Son» our Lord aad 
Saviour. Amen* 
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SU JOHH ▼. 39. 

Search the Scriptures. 

THAT things of the moft ineftimable ufc 
and value, for want of due applicatioA 
and (ludy laid out upon them> may be pafled 
by unregarded, nay, even looked upon with 
coldnefs and averfion, is a truth too evident 
to need enlarging on. — ^Nor is it lefs certain 
that prejudices, contracted by an Unhappy c- 
ducation, i^Il fometlmes fo flop up all the 
paflages to our hearts, that the moft amiable 
objeAs can never find accefs, or bribe us by all 
their chslrms into juftice and impartiidity. — It 
Would be pafflug the tendereft reflexion upon 
the age we live In, to fay it Is owing to ont 
of thefe, that thofe ineftimable books, the Sa- 
cf ed Writings, meet lb often with a dif-relilh 
(what makes the accufadon almoft incredible) 
amongft perfons who fet up for men 6f tafte 
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and delicacy; who pretend to be charmed with 
what they call beauties and nature in claflicai 
authors, and in other things would blufh not 
to be reckoned amongfl found and impartial 
critics.' — But fo far has negligence and pre- 
pofTeflion ftopped their ears ag^ft the voice 
of the charmer, that they turn over thofe aw- 
ful facred pages with inattention and unbecom- 
ing indifference, unaflEciSled amidft ten thou- 
fand fublime and noble paflages, which, by the 
rules of fome critlcifm and reafbn, may be de- 
roonftrated to be truly eloquent and beautiful. 
Indeed the opinion of falfe Greek and bar- 
barous language, in the Old and New-Tefta- 
ment, had, for fome ages, been a fhimbling- 
block to another fet of men, who were pro- 
fefledly gi-eat readers and admirers of the an- 
cients. — ^The facred writings were, by thefe 
perfons, rudely attacked on all fides : expref^ 
fions which came not within the compafs of 
their learning, were branded with barbarifm 
and folecifm; words which fcarce fignified 
any thing but the ignorance of thofe who laid 
fuch groundlefs charges on them. — Prefump- 
tuous man ! — Shall he, who is but dull an4 
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zAes, dare to find fault with tlie words of that 
Being, who firft infpired man with language, 
and taught his mouth to utter ; who opened 
the lips of the dumb, and made the infant elo- 
quent ?— Thefc perfons, as they attacked the 
infpired writings on the foot of critics and 
men of learning, accordingly have been 
treated as fuch : and tho' a (horter way might 
have been gone to work, which was^, — • that 
as their accufations reached no farther than 
the bare words and phrafeology of the Bible, 
they, in no wife, aflPe^fted the fentiments and 
foundnefs of the dodbrines, which were convey- 
ed with as much cleamefs and perfpicuity to 
mankind, as they could have been, had the 
language been written with the utmoft ele- 
gance and grammatical nicety. And even 
though the charge of barbarous idioms could 
be made out ; — yet the caufe of chriftianity 
was thereby no ways affe^cd, but remained 
juft in the ftate they found it. — Yet, unhappi- 
ly for them, they even mifcarried in their fa- 
vourite point ; — there being few, if any at all, 
of the Scripture expreffions, which may not 
be juftified by numbers of parallel modes of 
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fpeakiagy made xik of amongft the pureft and 
raoft authentic Creek autlu)rs,-«Thu, aa ablo 
hwd amojjgft U5, aot msiXij years ago, ba? 
fufficiently made out, and thereby baffled and 
expofed all their prefumptuou$ aad ridiculous 
aflertious.'-^Tbere perfous* bad and deceitful 
a$ they were, are yet far out^gone for a third 
fet of men.<^I wifh we had not too many iu- 
ftances of them, who, like foul ftomachs, that 
turn the fweeteft food to bittemeft, upon all 
occaiions endeavour to make merry ^Ui fa- 
cred Scripture, and turn every thing they meet 
with therein into banter and burlcfque,-^But 
as men of this ftamp, by their eiQt& of wi^k* 
ednefsand weakneft together, have entirely 
difarmed us from arguing wiih them as rea« 
fonable creature^ it i^ not (mly making them 
too confiderable> but hkewife to w purpoik 
to fpend much time about them ; they being* 
in the language pf ^ Apoftle* creatures of 
no undei'ftanding, fpeakiag evil {£ the thinp 
they know not, and ihall utterly periflb in their 
own corruption.-^^Of theft two ]aft» the one 
is difqualified fbr being argued with, and the 
oUier has no oceafion for it; they bdng al- 
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rdady filenced. — ^Yet thofe that were firft men- 
tioned, may not altogether be thought unwor- 
thy of our endeavours; — being perfons, as 
was hinted above, who, though their taftes 
are fo £ai vitiated that they cannot relifh the 
facred Scriptures, yet have imaginations capa- 
ble of being raifed by the fancied excellencies 
of claffical writers. — And indeed thefe perfons 
claim from us fome degree of pity, when, thro' 
the unikilfulnefs of preceptors in their youth, 
or fome other unhappy circumftance in their 
education, they have been taught to form falfe 
and wretched notions of good writing. — ^Whea 
this is the cafe, it is no wonder they {hould be 
more touched and aflFefted with the dreffed-up 
trifles and empty conceits of poets and rheto- 
ricians, than they are with that true fublimi- 
ty and grandeur of fentiment Vhich glow 
throughout every page of the infpired writ- 
ings. — By way of information, fuch fhould be 
inftrufted : — 

There are two forts of eloquence, the one 
indeed fcarce deferves the name of it, which 
confifts chiefly in laboured and poliflied peri- 
ods, an over-curious and artificial arrange- 
li 
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ment of figures, tinferd over with a gaudy 
embellifhment of words, which glitter, but 
convey little or no light to the underflanding. 
This kind of writing is for the moft part much 
affe(5led and admired by the people of weak 
judgment and vicious tafte, but is a piece of 
affeftation and formality the facred Writers 
are utter ftrangers to. — It is a vain and boyifh 
eloquence ; and it has always been efteemed 
below the great geniufes of all ages, fo much 
more fo, with refpedk to thofe. writers who 
were a(5led by the fpirit of infinite wifdom, and 
therefore wrote with that force and majefty 
with which never man writ. — The other fort 
of eloquence is quite the reverfc to this, and 
which may be faid to be the true charaAeri*- 
ftic of the holy Scriptures ; where the excel- 
lence does not arife from a laboured and far 
fetched elocution, but from a furprizing mix- 
ture of fimplicity and majefty, which is a dou- 
ble charader, fo difficult to be united, that it 
is feldom to be met with in compofitions mere- 
ly human. — We fee nothing in holy writ of 
afFe(5lation and fuperfluous ornament. — As the 
infinite wife Being has condefcended to ftoop 
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to our language, thereby to convey to us the 
light of revelation, fo has he been pleafed 
gracioufly to accommodate it to us with the 
moft natural and graceful plainnefs it would 
admit of. — Now, it is obfervable that the moll 
excellent prophane authors, whether Greek or 
Latin, lofe moft of their graces whenever we 
find them literally tranflated. — Homer's famed 
reprefenution of Jupiter, in his firft book ; — 
his cried-up dcfcription of a tempeft ; — his re- 
lation of Neptune's fhaking the earth, and o- 
pening it to it's center ; — ^his defcription of 
Pallas's hoi-fes 5 with numbers of other long- 
fince-admired paflages,^— flag, and almoft va- 
nifh away, in the vulgar Latin tranflation. 

Let any one but take the pains to read the 
common Latin interpretation of Virgil, The- 
ocritus, or even of Pindar, and one may ven- 
ture to affirm he will be able to trace out but 
few remains of the graces which chatmed him 
fo much in the original. — ^The natural con- 
clufion from hence is, that in the claffical au* 
thors, the expreffion, the fweetnefs of the 
numbers, occafioned by a mufic?il placing of 
words, conftitute a great part of their beauties ; 
li 2 
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— whereas, in tlie Sacred Writings, they con^ 
fift more in the greatnefs of the things them- 
selves, than in the words and expreffions. — 
The ideas and conceptions are fo great and 
lofty in their own nature, that they neceflari- 
ly appear magnificent in the moft artlefs drefs. 
—Look but into the Bible, and we fee them 
fhine through the moft fimple and literal tran- 
flations, — That glorious defcription which 
Mofes gives of the creation of the heavens and 
the earth, which Longinus, the beft critic the 
eaftem world ever produced, was fo juftly ta- 
ken with, has not loft the leaft whit of its in- 
trinfic w6rth ; and though it hath undergone 
fo many tranflations, yet triumphs over all, 
and breaks forth with as much force and ve- 
hemence as in the originaL-^f this ftamp are 
numbers of paflages throughout the Scrip- 
tures; — inftance, that celebrated defcription 
of a tempeft in the hundred and feventh pfalm; 
thofe beautiful refledtions of holy Job, upon 
the Ihortnefs of life, and inftability of human 
affairs, fo judicioufly appointed by our church 
in her office for the burial of the dead ; — that 
lively defcription of a horfe of war, in t^c 
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thirty-ninth chapter of Job, in which, from 
the 19th to the 26th verfe, there is fcarce a 
•word which does not merit a particular expli* 
cation to difplay the beauties of. — ^I might add 
to thefe, thofe tender and pathetic expoftula* 
tions with the children of Ifrael, which run 
throughout all the prophets, which the moft 
uncritical reader can fcarce help being affed-p 
ed with. 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerufalem, and 
men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me 
and my vineyard. — What could have been 
done more to my vineyard that I have not 
done? — ^wherefore, when I expeded that it 
fhould bring forth grapes, brought it forth 
wild grapes? — and yet, ye fay, the way of 
the Lord is unequal. — Hear now, O houfe of 
Ifrael, — is not my way equal ? — are not yours 
unequal ? — have I any pleafure at all that the 
wicked ihould die, and not that he fhould re- 
turn from his ways and live ? — I have nourifli- 
ed and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled againft me. — ^The ox knows his owner, 
and the afs his matter's crib ; — ^but Ifrael doth 
»ot know, my people doth not confider.— 
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There is nothing in all the eloquence of the 
heathen world comparable to the vivacity and 
tendemefs of thefe reproaches ; — ^there is fome- 
thing in them fo thoroughly affeding, and fo 
noble and fublime withal, that pne might 
challenge the writmgs of the moft celebrated 
orators of antiquity to produce any thing like 
them. — Thefe obfervations upon the fuperio- 
rity of the infpired pen-men to heathen ones, 
in that which regards the compofition more 
confpicuoufly, hold good when they are con- 
fidered upon the foot of hiftorians. — Not to 
mention that prophane hiftories give an ac- 
count only of human s^tchievements and tem- 
poral events, which, for the moft part, are 
fo full of uncertainty and contradidions, that 
we are at a lofs where to feek for truth ; — but 
that the facred hiftory of God himfelf, — the 
hiftory of his omnipotence and infinite wifdom, 
his univerfal providence, his juftice and mercy, 
and all his other attributes, difplayed under a 
thoufand diflPerent forms, by a feries of the 
moft various and wonderful events that ever 
happened to any nation, or language : — ^not 
to infift upon this vifiblc fuperiority in facred 
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Iiiftory,-^thcre is yet another undoubted ex- 
cellence the prophane hiftorians feldom arriver 
at, which is ahnoft the diftinguifhing charader 
of the facred ones ; namely, that unafFeded, 
artiefs manner of relating hiftorical fadts, — 
which is fo entirely of a piece with every other 
part of the holy writings. — ^What I mean will 
be bell made out by a few inftances. — ^In the 
hiftory of Jofeph, (which certainly is told with 
the gi'eatefl variety of beautiful and affe^ing 
circumftances) when Jofeph makes himfelf 
known, and weeps aloud upon the neck of 
his dear brother Benjamin, that all the houfe 
of Pharaoh heard him ; — at that inftant, none 
of his brethren are introduced as uttering 
any thing, either to expreis their prefent joy, 
or palliate their former injuries to him. — On 
all fides, there immediately enfues a deep and 
fblemn fUence ; — 2l filence infinitely more elo- 
quent and expreffive, than any could have 
been fubfUtuted in its place. — Had Thucydi- 
des, Herodotus, Livy, or any of the celebrat- 
ed claffical hiftorians, been employed in writ- 
ing this hiftory, when they came to this point, 
they would, doubtleis, have exhaufted all their 
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firnd of eloquence in furniflimg Jofeph's bre- 
thren with laboured and ftudied harangues ; 
which, however fine they might have been in 
themfelvesy would neverthelefs have been un- 
natural, and altogether improper on the oc- 
cafion. — For when fuch a variety of contrary 
pailions broke in upon them, — what tongue 
was able to utter their hurried and diftraded 
thoughts ? — ^When remorfe, furprize, ihame, 
joy and gratitude ftruggled together in their 
bofoms, how uneloquently would their lips 
have performed their duty ? — how unfaithful- 
ly their tongues have fpoken the language df 
their hearts ? — In this cafe, filence was truly 
eloquent and natural, and tears ezprelFed what 
oratory was incapable of. 

If ever thefe perfons I have been addrefling 
myfelf to, can be perfuaded to follow the ad- 
vice in the text, of fearching the Scriptures^ 
— the work of their falvation will be begun 
upon its true foundation.— For, firft, they will 
infenfibly be led to admire the beautiful pro- 
priety of their language: — when a favour- 
able opinion is conceived of this, next, they 
will more cloiely attend to the goodnefs of 
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the moral, and the purity and foundnefs of the 
do<5lrines, — ^The pleafure of reading will ftill 
be increafed, by that near concern which they 
will find themfelves to have in thofe many im- 
portant truths, which they will fee fo clearly 
demonftrated in the Bible, that grand charter 
of our eternal happinefs. — It is the fate of 
mankind, too often, to feem infenfible of what 
they may enjoy at the eafieft rate. — What 
might not our neighbouring Romifh countries, 
who groan under the yoke of popifh impofiti- 
ons and prieft-craft, what might not thofe 
poor, mifguided creatures give, for the hap- 
pinefs which we know not how to value, — of 
being born in a country where a church is e- 
ftablilhed by our laws, and encouraged by out* 
princes ; which not only allows the free ftudy 
of the Scriptures, but even exhorts and invites 
us to it ; — a church that is a ftranger to the 
tricks and artifice of having the Bible in aa 
unknown tongue, to give the greater latitude 
to the defigns of the clergy in impofing 
their own trumpery, and foifting in whatever 
may beft ferve to aggvandife themfelves, or 
K k 
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enflavc the wretches committed to their truft. 
— In (hort, our religion was not given us to 
raife our imaginations with ornaments of 
words, or ftrokes of eloquence ; but to purify 
our hearts, and lead us into the paths of righ- 
tcoufnefs. — However, not to defend ourfelves, 
— when the attack is principally levelled at 
this point, — might give occafion to our advcr- 
faries to triumph, and charge us either with 
negligence or inability. — It is well known how 
willing the enemies of our religion are to feek 
occafions againft us ; — ^how ready to magnify 
every mote in our eyes to the bignefs of a beam; 
— how eager, upon the leaft default, to infult 
and cry out, — There^ there! fo would we 
have it : — not, perhaps, that we are fo much 
the fubjedt of malice and averfion, but that 
the licentious age feems bent upon bringing 
chriftianity into difcredit at any rate ; and, ra- 
ther than mifs the aim, would ftrike through 
the fides of thofe that are fcnt to teach it. — 
Thank God, the truth of our holy religion is 
eftablilhed with fuch ftrong evidence, that it 
refts upon a foundation never to be over- 
thrown, either by the open affaults or cunning 
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devices of wicked and defigning men. — ^The 
part we have to ad is to be fteady, fober and 
vigilant ; to be ready to every good work ; to 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long-fuf- 
fering ; to give occafion of offence to no man ; 
that, with well-doing, we may put to filence 
the ignorance of foolifh men. 

I fhall clofe all with that excellent collect of 
our church : — 

Bleffed Lord, who has caufed all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning, — 
grant that we may in fuch-wife hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeft them, 
that, by patience and comfort of thy holy 
word, we may embrace, and ever hold faft, 
the bleffed hope of everlafting life, which thou 
haft given us in thy Son, our Saviour, Jcfus 
Chrift. 

Now, to God the Father, etc. 
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Psalm ?cv. 6, 7. 

come let us nuorjhip and fall do*wn lefore 
htm ; for he is the Lord our God, 

IN this pfalm we find holy David taken up 
with the pious contemplation of God's in- 
finite power, majefty and greatnefs : — he con- 
fiders him as the fovereign Lord of the whole 
earth, the maker and fupporter of all things ; 
— that by him the heavens were created,* and 
all the hoft of them ; that the earth was wife- 
ly faihioned by his hands ; — he had founded 
it upon the floods : — that we likewife, the peo- 
ple of his pafture, were raifed up by the fame 
creating hand, from nothing, to the dignity 
of rational creatures, made, with refpedl to 
our reafon and undcrftanding, after his own 
moft perfedt image. 

It was natural to imagine that fuch a con- 
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templadon would light up a flame of devotion 
in any grateful man's breaft } and accordingly 
we find it break forth, in the words of the 
text, in a kind of religious rapture : — 

O come let us worihip and fall down before 
him: — ^for he is the Lord our God. 

Sure never exhortation to prayer and wor- 
ihip can be better enforced than upon this 
principle, — that God is the caufe and creator 
of all things; — that each individual being is 
upheld in the fiation it was firft placed, by the 
lame hand which formed it; — that all the 
bleffings and advantages* which are neceflary 
to the happinefs and welfare of beings on earth, 
are only to be derived from the fame fountain ; 
— and that the only way to do it, is to fecure 
an intereft in his favour, by a grateful expref- 
fion of our fenfe for the benefits we have re- 
ceived, and a humble dependance upon him 

for thofe we expe<ft and ftand in need of. 

That we have in heaven, fays the Pfalmift, 
but thee, O God, to look unto or depend on, 
to whom {hall we pour out our complaints, 
and fpeak of all our wants and neceffities, but 
to thy goodnefs, which is ever willing to con- 
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fer updn «s whatever becomes us to afk, and 
thee to grant; — bccaufe thou haft promifed 
to be nigh unto all that call upon thee, — ^yea, 
Unto all that call upon thee faithfully ;-*-that 
thou wilt fulfil the dcfire of them that fear 
thee, that thou wilt alfo hear their cry, and 
help them. 

Of all duties, prayer certainly is the fweetcft 
and moft cafy.— There are fome duties which 
may feem to occafion a troublefome oppofition 
to the natural workings of flefli and blood ; 
^^fuch as the forgivenefs of injuries, and the 
love of our enemies ; — others, which will force 
us unavoidably into a perpetual ftruggle with 
our paflions, — which war againft the foul ; — 
fuch as chaftity, — temperance, — humility. — 
There are other virtues, which feem to bid us 
forget our prefent inlereft for a while, — fuch 
as charity and generofity ; — others, that teach 
us to forget it at all times, and wholly to fix 
our affedlions on things above, and in no cir- 
cumftance to a(fl like men that look for a con- 
tinuing city here, but upon one to come, 
whofe builder and maker is God. — But this 
duty of prayer and thankfgiving to God — has 
LI 
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no fuch oppofidons to encounter ;-^t takes nb 
toUock out of thy field,— no hoiie out of tbjr 
ftable, — nor he-goat out df thy fold ; — it coft- 
^th no ¥nearitiers of bones, no untimely v^tch* 
ii^ ;-^'it requireth no (Irength of parts, or 
gainful ftudy, hut juft to know and have a 
true fenfe of our dependance, and of the incr- 
x^s hf which w« are upheld : — add with this, 
in ^very place aftd pofture of body, a good 
man i»ay lift up his ibul unto the L<srd his 
God. 

Indeed, as to the frequency of putting this 
duty formally in ^adtice, as the precc^ nnuft 
necefTarily hare varied according to the diffe- 
rent (Nations in which God has placed us ;~-£b 
Jie has been pleaded to determine nothii]^ :prd- 
cifely concerning it': — for, perhaps, it would 
l>e um-earibnable to exped that the day-labour* 
er, or he that fupports a numerous fiuniiy by 
^e fweat of his brow, (bould fpend as much 
of his time in devotion, as the man of leisure 
and unbounded wealth. — ^This, however, in 
the general, may. hold good, that we are 
bound to pay this tribute to God, as often as 
his providence has put an opportunity into our 
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lands of fo doing ;^— provided that no plea, 
drawn fi*onx tke neceiTary attentioa to the af« 
£9^ of the world, which many men's fit»ati- 
oas oblige them to^ may be fuppoTed to extend 
to an exempition from paying their nKMming 
and eremng fecrifice to God. — For it feeros to 
be the leaft that can be done to anfwer the de- 
mand of our duty in this point, — fuceeffively 
to open and Ihut up the day in prayer and 
thankf^ving; — fince there is not a morning 
thou rifeft^ or a night thou lieft down, but 
thou art indebted for it to the watchful pro- 
vidence of Almighty God. — David andDaniiel, 
whoie names are recorded in Scripture for fu- 
ture example: — the firft, though a mighty 
king, embaraffed with wars abroad, and un- 
natural difturbances at home; a fiiuation, one 
would think, would allow little time for any 
thing but his own and his kingdom's fafety j 
— ^yet found he leifurc to pray [even times a 
day : — the latter, the counfelior and firft mi- 
nifter of ftate to the great Nebuchadnezzar ; 
and though perpetually fatigued with the af- 
fairs of a mighty kmgdom, and the govern- 
ment of the whole province of Babylon, which 
LI 2 
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was comiTiittcd to his adminiftratioiiv; — though 
near the perfon of an idolatrous kin^, and a- 
midft the temptations of a luxurious courts — 
yet never negle(5led he his God ; but, as we 
read, — he kneeled upon his knees three times 
a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before 
him, 

A frequent correfpondence with heaven by 
prayer and devotion, is the greateft nourifh- 
ment aijd fupport of fpiritual life : — it keeps 
the fenfe of a God warm and lively within us, 
— which fecures our difpofition, .and fets fuch 
guards over us, that hardly will a temptation 
prevail againft us. — Who can entertain a bafe 
or an impure thought, or think of executing 
it, who is inceflantly converfing with his God? 
or not defpife every temptation this lower 
world can oflFer him, when, by his conftant 
^ddreffes before the throne of God's majefty, 
Jie brings the glorious profpedk of heaven per- 
petually before his eyes ? 

I cannot help here taking notice of the 
dodlrine of thofe who would refolve all devo^ 
tion into the inner man, and think that ther^ 
\s nothing more requifite to exprefs our revgt 
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r^nce to God, but purity and integrity^f hfeart/ 
—unaccompanied either with words or a^ons. 
-—To this opinion it may be juftly anfwered, 
— that in the prefcnt ftate we are in, we find 
fuch a ftrong fympathy and union between our 
fouls and bodies, that the one cannot be touch- 
ed or fenfibly affefted, without producing fome 
correfponding emotion in the other. — ^Nature 
has afligned a different look, tone of voice, 
and gefture, peculiar to every paflion and af- 
fedlion we are fubjedk to; and, therefore, to 
ai'gue againft this ftrid correfpondence which 
is held between our fouls and bodies, — is dif- 
puting againft the frame and mechanifin of 
human nature. — ^We are not angels, but men 
cloathed with bodies, and, in fome meafure, 
governed by our imaginations, that we have 
need of all thefe external helps which nature 
has made the interjMreters of our thoughts. — 
And, no doubt, tho' a virtuous and a good 
life are more acceptable in the fight of God, 
than either prayer or thankfgiving ; — for, be- 
hold, to obey is better than facrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams ; — neverthelefs, 
gs the one ought to be done, fo the other 
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ougbt itoi» by any meafts^ to be k£t undcme* 
— ^For aijdioiigK iowapd kolidcfs a»d integrit}^ 
of heart is the itltimace cod of the diviiir di£> 
^enfations.; — jtt externa) religioa is a cegtain 
meassof ptomoting iK.-*-£a«^ of them has its 
juft bounds ;-***aad therefore^ as we would not 
be io carnal' as merelj to rdk contented with 
the one, — {0^ neither can we pretend to be fo 
ij^iritoal as to negle^ the others 

And though God is aD^wife, and therefore 
nnderftands our thoughts a£ur off» — and knows 
the exaA degrees of our love and reference to 
him, though we fhonid whh-hoJd thofe out* 
ward marks of it ;*— jet Crod himietf has been 
gracioofly plcafiid to command us to pray to 
Mm ; — that we might beg the afliftance of his 
grace to work with us againft our infirmities; 
that we might acknowlege him to be, what he 
is, the fupreme Lord of the whole world ; — 
that we might teftify the fcnfe we have of aH 
his mwcics and loring kindnefs to us, — and 
confefs that he has the projpriety of every thing 
we enjoy, — that the earth is the LonFs, and 
the fulnefs thereof. 

Thus much of this duty of p«yer in gcnc- 
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nd.— From every indfVidiKiI ^t a>ay be^refldfon* 
ably «xpe6bed> from a bare reficdion upon 1ms 
GiUmftatioBy his perfonal wants, sndtfaeibbtilf 
blefllngs whkh he has received in partkukr | 
-^bnt, for thofe bleflings beftowed «pon i3» 
whole ipecies in coaimon,^-vearim feems 6ar^ 
iher to require, that a joist return (hould be 
made by as many of the fpecies as 'can c6nve<^ 
niendy aflembk together for this religions 
purpoie. — From hence arifes, likewi^^ the 
reafonabkoeft of public waHhip, and faored 

* places fet s^part for t^t purpofe; wtdunxt 
which, it would be very difficult to preibnre 
that fenfe <^ God and religion upon the mlinds 

* of men, which is to necefikry to their wd&* 
being* confidered only as a civil Society, and 
with regard to the purpofes of this li£K, and 
the influence which a juft fenfe of it muft havt 
upon their aAicms.-— Befides, men, who su^ 
Vtnited in focieties, can have no other cement 
to unite them likewife in religious ties, as weD 
as in manners of worfhip and points of faith, 
but the inftitution of folemn times and public 
places deftii^ed for that ufe. 

And it is not to be queftioned, that if the 
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time, as well as the place, for ferving God, 
were once confidered as indifferent, and left 
fo far to every man*s clioice as to have no calls 
to public prayer, however a fenfe of religion 
might be preferved a while by a few fpecula- 
tive men, yet that the bulk of mankind would 
lofe all knowlege of it, and in time live with* 
out God in the world.— Not that private 
prayer is lefs our duty, the contrary of which 
is proved above ; and our Saviour fays, that 
when we pray to God in fecret, we fhall be re- 
warded openly; — but that prayers which are 
publicly offered up in God's houfe, tend mdrc 
to the glory of God, and the benefit of our- 
felves : — ^for this reafon, that they are prefum- 
cd to be performed with greater attention and 
ferioufnefs, and therefore moft likely to be 
beard with a more favourable accfeptance,— » 
And for this, one might appeal to every man's 
breaft, whether he has not been affe<5led with 
the moft elevated pitch of devotion, when he 
gave thanks in the great congregation of the 
faints, and praifed God amongft much people? 
— Of this united worfhip there is a glorious 
defcription which St. John gives us, in the 
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Revelations, where he fuppofes the ivhole u- 
niverfc joining together, in iheir ll^veraJ capa- 
cities, to give glory in this manner to their 
common Lord. — Every crenture which was 
in heaven, and on earth, and under the earthy 
and fuch as were in the feas, and aU that were 
in them, heard I, crying,— Blefiingj and ho- 
nour, and glory, and po^vtTj be unto hi en 
that fitteth upon the throne. 

But here it may be al'ked, Lhat if public 
worfhip tends fo much to promote the glory 
of God, — and is what is fo inJiipeniably the 
duty and benefit of every chriftian flute,— how 
came it to pafs, that our blcffed Savionr left 
no command to his followers, throughout 
the gofpel, to fet up public place^i of worOiip^ 
and keep them facred for that puipofe ?-^lt 
may be anfwered, — that the uecdBty of fottlng 
apart places for divine worihip, and the holt- 
nefs of them when thus fet apart, feemed al- 
ready to have been fo well etl^bHIlieti by for- 
mer revelation, as not to need any exprcfs pre- 
cept upon that fubje^ft :— for iho' tini parti^?^*- 
lar appointment of the temple* an 
finement of worihip to th;it place 
M m 
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only temporary parts of the Jcwifh covenant; 
jet the neceflity and duty of having places 
fomewhere folemnly dedicated to God carried 
a moral reafon with it, and therefore was not 
aboliflied with the ceremonial part of the law. 
•—Our Saviour came not to deftroy, bat to 
fulfil the law ; — and therefore the moral pre* 
cepts of it, which promoted a due regard to 
the divine Majefty, remained in as full force 
as ever. — And accordingly we find it atteil- 
ed, both by chriilian and heathen writers, 
that fo foon as the fecond century, when the 
number of believers was much increafed, and 
the circumftances of rich converts eaabkd 
them to do it, — that they began to ereA edi- 
fices for divine worfhip ;•— and, though tmder 
the frowns and opprefiion of the civil power, 
they evoy Sabbath aflembled themfelves there^ 
in, that with one heart and one lip they might 
declare whofe they were, and whom they 
ferved, and, as the fervants of one Lord, 
might offer up their joint prayers and peti- 
tions. 

I wffh there was no reafon to lament an a- 
batement of this religious zeal amongft chri- 
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ftians of later days»^-Tliougli the piety of our 
'forefathers feems, in a great meafure, to have 
deprived us of the merit of buiklijig churches 
for the fervice of God» there can be no fuch 
plea for not frequenting them in a regulai- and » 
foleam manner. — How often do people abfent 
themfelves (when in the utmoft diftrefs how 
to difpofe of themfelves) from church, even 
upon thofe days which are fet apart for no- 
thing elfe but the worfhip of God ; — ^when. to 
trifle that day away, or apply any portion of 
it to fecular concerns, is a facrilege ahnolt in 
the literal fenfe of the word. 

From this duty of public prayer arifes ano- 
ther, which I cannot help fpeaking of, it be- 
ing fo dependant upon it ; — I mean, a ferious, 
devout and refpedful behaviour, when we are 
performing this folemn duty in the houfe of 
God. — ^This is furely the leaft that can be ne- 
ceflary in the immediate prefcnce of the Sove- 
reign of the world, upon whofe acceptance 
of our addre/Tes all our prefent and future hap- 
pinefs depends. 

External behaviour is the refult of inward 
reverencei and is therefore part of our duty 
Mm :r 
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to God, whom we ari to worfkip in body as 
well as fpirit. 

And as no one fhould be wanting in out- 
w^ard rerpe(5l and decorum before an earthly 
prince or filperior, much lefs fhould we be fo 
before him, whom the heaven of heavens can- 
not contain. 

Notwithftanding the obvioufnefs of this 
branch of duty, — it feems often to be little 
underftood ; and whoever will take a general 
furvey of church behaviour, will often meet 
with fcenes of fad variety. — What a vein of 
indolence and ind^votlon fometimes feems to 
run throughout whole congregations ! — ^what 
ill-timed pains do fome take in putting on an 
air of gaiety and indifference in the moft in^ 
terefting parts of this duty, — even when they 
are making confeffion of their fms, as if they 
were ailiamed to be thought ferious with their 
God ? — Surely, to addrefs ourfelves to his in- 
finite Majefty after a negligent and difpaflion- 
ate manner, belides the immediate indignity 
offered, it is a fad fign we little confider the 
blefiirfgs we aik for, and far lefs deferve them. 
'. — Befides, what is a prayer, unlefs our he^t 
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snd affections go along w£th it ?— *It is not fb 
much as the fliadow of devotion ; and little 
better than the Papifts telling their beadsi — 
or honouring God with their lips, when their 
hearts are far from him. — ^Thc confideration 
that a perfon is come to proftrate himfelf be- 
fore the throne of high heaven, and in that 
place which is particularly dilHnguifhed by his 
prefence, is fufficient inducement for any one 
to watch over his imagination, and guard a- 
gainft the leaft appearance of levity and dif- 
refpedt. 

An inward fincerity will of courfe influence 
the outward deportment ; but where the one 
is wanting, there is great reafon to fufpeCl the 
abfence of the other, — I own it is poOdble, and 
often happens, that this external garb of re- 
ligion may be worn, when there is little with- 
in of a piece with it ; — but I believe the con- 
verfe of the propofition can never happen to 
be true, that a truly religious frame of mind 
Ihould exift without fome outward mark of it. 
— The mind will fhine through the veil of fleih 
which covers it, and naturally exprefs its reli- 
gious difpofitions ; and, ifitpoffeflcs the power 
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of godliaeftf — wiM hare the external forai of 

ittXM). 

Maj God grant us to be defe^ye in neither, 
«*-btit that we max fopraife and magnify God 
on earth» — that when he cometh» at the laft 
da7> with ten thonfaad of his faints in heaven, 
to judge the worlds we may be partakers of 
their eternal inheritance. Amen, 
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Psalm Ixxiii. 12, 13. 

Behold, thefe are the ungodly nuho proffer in the 

Ivor Id, they increafe in riches. 
Verily, I have cleanfed my heart in vain, and 

ijoajhed my hands in innocency, 

THIS complaint of the Pfalmift*s, con- 
cerning the promifcuous diftribution of 
God's bleffings to the juft and the unjuft, — 
that the fun fhould fhine without diftindlion 
upon the good and the bad, — and rains dc- 
fcend upon the righteous and unrighteous man, 
— is a fubje(fl that has afforded much matter 
for enquiry, and at one time or other has raif- 
ed doubts to difliearten Jlnd perplex the minds 
of men. — If the fovereign Lord of all the 
earth does look on, whence fo much diforder 
in the face of things ? — why is it permitted, 
that wife and good men fhould be left often a 
N n 
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prey to fo many miferies and diftre£es of life, 
— whilft the guilty and foolifh triumph in their 
offerees, and even the tabernacles of robbers 
profper ? 

To this it is anfwcred, — that therefore thetc 
is a future ftatc of rewards and punifhments to 
take place after this life, — wherein all theie 
inequalities (hall he made eyeii> wl^ere th^ cir- 
cumftances of evqy pan's cafe {h^ll b^ conii- 
dcred, a^4 where Crod (hall be jvilli^ed 'm all 
his ways, and eypry moi|t}i (hall he ftopt. 

If this was not fo, — if the ungodly were to 
profper in the world, and h^yp pches i^ pof- 
ieOion, — ai^d no difliniaiop tp be i^iade here- 
after, — to what purpofe would jt hf^ve been tp 
}>av^ maintained our inte^ty? — tpl theij, 
indeed, fI}ould I have c|eanfed my l^eart in 
V4in, and w^ed my h^ti^ in iimpcency. 

It is farther faid, ai^d what is a n^pre dire^ 
*nfwer to the point, — th^t when God created 
man, that he might make him capable of re- 
peivjng feappinefs at hjs hgnjls hereafter^ — ^he 
e^dpw/^d Ijiq:^ wjtji liberty and freedom of 
choice, withai^t ^vyhjch he could not have been 
a creafiiv^ ^couj^t^bjj? fpr his ^dions; — that 
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it is merely from the bad ufe he makes of tliefe 
gifb, — that all thofe inftances of irregularity 
do refult, upon which the complaint is h^re 
giroundedy — ^which could no Ways be prevent- 
ed, but by the total fubveHion df human li- 
berty ;-i-^that fliould God make bare his arm, 
and interpofe on every injuftice that is corfi- 
mitted, — ttiankhid tnight be faid to do what 
was right, — ^but, it the fame time, to lofe the 
ttleHt df it, fince they would a£l under force 
and ndceflity, and not from the deteiihlnations 
of their own mind * — that, upon this fuppofi- 
tioil, — a mill could with no more reafon ex- 
pc&. to go to heaven for ids of tertiperance, 
juftice ind humanity, than for the ordinary 
ifnpulles of hunger and thirft, which nature 
direfled ; — thit God has dealt with man upon 
better teriiis ; — he hath fifil endowed him with 
liberty and free-will ; — he has fet life and death, 
good and evil, befofe him ; — that he has given - 
faim faculties to find out what will be the con- 
fequences of either way of dding, and then 
left him to take which courfe his reafon and 
diredtion (hall point out. 

I fhall defift from enlarging any further up- 
N n 2 
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on either of the foregoing arguments in vin- 
dication of God's providence, which are urg- ' 
ed fo often with fo much force and conviction, 
as to leave no room for a reafonable reply; — 
fmce the miferies which befal the good, and 
the feeming happinefs of the wicked, could 
not be otherwife in fuch a free ftate and con- 
dition as this is in which we are placed. < 

In all charges of this kind, we generally 
take two things for granted; — ift, That in 
the inftances we give, we know certainly the 
good from the bad ; — and, adly, The refpec- 
tive ftate of their enjoyments or fufferings. 

I (hall, therefore, in the remaining part of 
my difcourfe, take up your time with a (hort 
enquiry into the difficulties of coming not on- 
ly at the true characters of men, — but likewife 
of knowing either the degrees of their real hap- 
pinefs or mifery in this life. 

The firft of thefe will teach us candour in 
our judgpifents of others; — the fecond, to 
which I fhall confine myfelf, will teach us hu- 
mility in our reafonings upon the ways of 
God. 

For though the miferies of the good, and 
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the profperity of the wicked, are not in gene- 
ral to be denied; — yet I (hall endeavour to 
fhew, that the particular inftances we are apt 
to produce, when we cry out in the words of 
the Pfalmift, Lo! thefe are the ungodly, — 
thefe profper, and are happy in the world ; — - 
I fay, I (hall endeavour to (hew, that we are 
fo ignorant of the articles of the charge, — and 
the evidence we go upon to make them good 
is fo lame and defe<5live, — as to be fufficient by 
itfelf to check all propenfity to ejcpoftulate with 
God's providence, allowing there was no o- 
ther way of clearing up the matter reconcile- 
ably to his attributes. 

And, firft, — what certain and infallible 
marks have we of the goodnefs or badnefs of 
the bulk of mankind ? 

If we trull to fame and reports, — if they 
are good, how do we know but they may pro- 
ceed from partial friendfhip or flattery ? — when 
bad, from envy or malice, from ill-natured 
furmifes and conflrudions of things? — and, on 
both ddes, from fmall matters aggrandized 
through miftake, — and fometimes through the 
unfkilful relation of even truth itfelf? — From 
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ftjme, or all oF which c^iifcs, it hapj^ens, that 
the charaftef of hi^n> llkfe the hlfteries df th6 
Eg)r{^tians, are to be teceived atkd read with 
^siutidn ;— Ihey are generally drelTed out and 
disfigured with fo many dreaihs land fables, 
that every ohiltiary reader fhiall n6t be able to 
diftihguifh truth froria filfehdod.— But allow- 
ing thd^ refle^ons to be too f^^re ih this 
matter, — that no fuch thing as envy ever lef- 
Ibned a man's chaTafter, or malice blackened 
it; — yet the chArkaers of men are nrtt eafily 
ptoetrated, as they depend often upon the re- 
tired, mifeen parts of a knan'S lifb.-^The beft 
and trueft piety is moft ffecret, and the worft 
of Anions, for different realbns, will be fo too. 
Some men are modeft, and feem to take pains 
to hide their virtues ; and from a natural dl* 
ftance and referve in their tenlpcrs, ftarce fuf- 
fer their good qusdities to be known :^— others, 
on the conu-ary, put in pradlice a thoufatid 
little arts to counterfeit virtues which they 
have not, — the better to conceal thofe vices 
which they really have ;-^and this tittder fair 
(heWsof fandlity, good-nature, generofity, or 
fbme virtue or other, — ^too fpecious to be feett 



d by Google 



5 E R M O N XVTI. 287 

tbroiigb»-r-too amiable ^4 diiintcre^cd to be 
fufpe^ed. — Tbcfc hints ma^ be fuilicieiil to 
fhew how hard it is tp cotne at the matter of 
fa^ : — but one may gp a ftcp further, — and 
fay, that even that, in miiny cafes, could we 
come to the knowlege of it, is not fufficient by 
itfelf to pronounce a n^n either good or bad» 
— There are numbers of circumRanccs which 
attend every a^^ion of a man's life, which can 
never come to the knowlege of the world, — 
yet ought to be known, and well weighed, be- 
fore fentence with any jullice can be paifed up- 
on him.-^ — A man may have different views and 
a different fenfe of things from wliat his judg- 
es have ; and what he under Hands and feds, 
and what paffes within him may be a fecret 
treafured up deeply there for ever.^A man, 
through bodily infirmity, or fome complcL^io' 
nal defcdt, which perhaps h not in his power 
to correal, — may be fubjcift to inadvertencies, 
— to ftarts — and unhappy turns of temper; 
he may lie open to fnares he is not always a- 
ware of j or, through ignorance and want of 
information and proper helps, he may labour 
in the dark : — in all which cafes, he may do 
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many things which arc wrong in themfelves, 
and yet be innocent ; — at leaft an objedl rather 
to be pitied than cenfured with feverity and 
ill-will. — ^Thefe are difficulties which (land in 
cyery one's way in the forming a judgment of 
the charaders of others. — But, for once, let 
us fuppofe them all to be got over, fo that we 
could fee the bottom of every man's heart ; — 
let us allow that the word rogue, or honeft 
man, was wrote fo legibly in every man's face, 
that no one could poffibly miftake it ; — yet 
flill the happinefs of both the one and the o- 
ther, which is the only faft that can bring the 
charge home, is what we have fo little cer- 
tain knowlege of, — that, bating fome flagrant 
inftances, — whenever we venture to pronounce 
upon it, our decifions are little more than 
random gueifes. — For who can fearch the 
heart of man ? — it is treacherous even to our- 
felves, and much more likely to impofe upon 
others. — Even in laughter (if you will believe 
Solomon) the heart is forrowful ; — the mind 
Jits drooping fiuhiljl the countenance is gay : — 
and even he, who is the objeft of envy to thofe 
who look no further than the furface of his 
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eftate, — may appear at the farae time worthy 
of compaffion to thofe who know his private 
recefles. — Befides this, a man*s unhappinefs is 
not to be afcertained fo much from what is 
• known to have befallen him, — as from his par- 
ticular turn and caft of mind, and capacity of 
bearing it. — Poverty, exile, lofs of fame or 
friends, the death of children, the deareft of 
all pledges of a man's happinefs, make not e- 
qtial impreffions upon every temper. — You will 
fee one man undergo, with fcarce the expence 
of a figh, — what another, in the bittemefs of 
his foul, would go mourning for all his life 
long: — nay, a hafty word, or an unkind look, 
to a foft and tender nature, will ftrike deeper 
than a fword to the hardened and fenfelefs. — 
If thefe reflections hold true with regard to 
misfortunes, — they are the fame with regard 
to enjoyments : — we are formed differently, — 
have different taftes and perceptions of things; 
— ^by the force of habit, education, or a par- 
ticular caft of mind, — it happens that neither 
the ufe or poflefllon of the fame enjoyments 
and advantages, produce the fame happinefs 
and contentment ; — but that it differs in every 
O o 
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man almoft according to his temper and com- 
pledfon : — ^fo that the felf-fame happ^ acci- 
dents in life, which ^all give raptures to the 
choleric or iangninjc man, (hall be received 
with indifit^reoce by the cold and phlegmatic; — 
and fo oddly perplexed are the accounts of 
both homai^ happinefs and mifery in t|iis world, 
— that trifles, light ^s air, ihall be able to 
ipake the hearts of fooie men ling for joy; — 
at the fam$ pme that others, with real bief- 
flngs and advantages, without the power of 
ufing them, have their hearts heavy and dif- 
contented. 

.^las ! if the principles of contentment afe 
not within us, — the height of ilation ^4 
worldly grandeur will as foon ^d a cubit to 
a man's ftature as to his l^ppinefs. 

This \yill fuggpft to us hqw little a way we 
have gone towards the prpof of any map'§ 
happinefs,— in barely ff^ying, — Lo ! this man 
profpers in the worl4*— r^pd this man has 
riches ip pofleffion. 

When SL man has go|: mpch abovp us, we 
t%ke it for gnmted— that he fees fome glorious 
prpfpeSs, aud feels fome mighty plcafures 
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from his height ;— whereas, could we get up 
to him, — it is great odds whether we fhould 
find any thing to make us tolerable amends 
for the pains and trouble of climbing up fo 
high. — Nothing, perhaps, but more dangers 
and more troubles ftill ; — and fuch a giddinefs 
of head befides, as to make a wife man wifh 
he was well down again upon the level. — To 
calcukite, therefore, the happinefs of mankind 
by their ftations and honours, is the moft de- 
ceitful of all rules; — great, no doubt, is the 
happinefs which a moderate fortune, and mo- 
derate defires, with a confcioufnefs of virtue, 
win fecure a man. — Many are the filent plea- 
fures of the honeft peafant, who rifes chear- 
fully to his labour : — look into his dwelling, — 
where the fcene of every man's happinefs 
chiefly lays ; — he has the fame dotneflic en- 
dearments, — as much joy and comfort in his 
cliildren, — and as flattering hopes of their 
doing well,— to' enliven his hours and glad his 
heart, as you could conceive in the moft afflu- 
ent ftation. — And I make no doubt, in gene- 
ral, but if the true account of his joys and 
fufferings were to be balanced with thofe of 
O o 2 
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his betters, — that the \ipfhot would prove to 
be little more than this, — that the rich man 
had the more meat, — but the poor man the 
better ftomach ; — the one had more luxury, — 
more phyficians to attend and fet him to 
rights ; — the other, more health and foundnefs 
in his bones, and lefs occafion for their help ; 
— that, after thefe two articles betwixt them 
were balanced, — in all other things they ftood 
upon a level ; — that the fun fliines as warm, 
— the air blows as frefti, and the earth breathes 
as fragrant, upon the one as the other ; — and 
that they have an equal Ihare in all the beau- 
ties and real benefits of nature, — Thefe hints 
may be fufficient to fhew what I propofed from 
them, — the difficulties which attend us in judg- 
ing truly either of the happinefs or the mifery 
of the bulk of mankind, — the evidence being 
ftill more defective in this cafe (as the matter 
of faft is hard to come at) — than even in that 
of judging of their true chara^ers; of both 
which, in general, we have fuch imperfed 
knowlege, as will teach us candour in our de- 
t:erminations upon each other. 
But the main purport of this difcourfe, \s 
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to teach us humility in our reafonings upoQ 
the ways of the Almighty. 

That things are dealt unequally in this 
world, is one of the ftrongeft natural argu- 
ments for a future ftate, — and therefore is not 
to be overthrown : neverthelefs, I am perfuad- 
ed the charge is as far from being as great as 
at firft fight it may appear ; — or if it is, — that 
our views of things are fo narrow and confin- 
ed, that it is not in our power to make it 
good. 

But fuppofe it otherwife, — that the happi*^ 
nefs and profperity of bad men were as great 
as our general complaints make them ;-«-and, 
what is not the cafe, — that we were not able 
to clear up the matter, or anfwer it reconcile- 
ably with God's juftice and providence, — ^what 
fliall we infer? — Why, the moft becoming 
conclufiou is, — that it is one inftance more, 
out of many others, of our ignorance : — why 
fhould this, or any other religious difficulty he 
cannot comprehend, — why fhould it alarm 
him more than ten tlioufand other difficulties 
which every day elude his moft exa<S and at- 
tentive fearch ? — Does not the mcaneft flower 
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in tb^ ficM, or thie fmalleft blade of grafs, 
baffle the underftandmg of the mpft penerating 
mind ? — Can the deepeft enquirers aft6r nature 
tell us> upon ivhat particular dze and motion 
of parts the various colours and tailes of ve- 
getables depend ; — ^why one Ihrub is laxative, 
— another reftringent ; — why arfenic or helle- 
bore fhould lay wafte this noble frame of ours, 
—or opium loclbup all the inroads to our fen- 
fts, — and plunder us in fo mercilcfs a manner 
of reafon and underftanding ? — Nay, have not 
the moft obvious things that come in our way 
dark fides, which the quickeft fight cannot 
penetrate into ; and do not the cleared and 
moft exalted uuderftandings find themfehres 
puzzled, and at a lofs, in every particle of 
matter ? 

Go then, — proud man! — and when thy 
head turns giddy i^ith opinions of thy own 
wifdom, that thou wouldft corredl the mea- 
fures of the Almighty, — go then, — take a full 
view of thyfelf in this glafs; — confider thy 
own faculties,— how narrow and iniperfed ; — 
how much they are checquered with truth 
and ialfehood; — how little arrives at thy 
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knowlege, and how darkly and ponfufedly 
thou difcemeft even that little as in a glafs : — 
confider the beginnings and ends of things, 
the greateft and the fmalleil, how they all 
confpire to baffle thee ; — and which way ever 
thou profecuteft thy enquiries, — what frefh 
fubjeds of amazement, — and what frelh rea- 
fons to believe there are more yet behind which 
thou canft never comprehend. — Confider,— 
thefe are but part of his ways ; — ^how little a 
portion is heard of him ? Canft thou, by 
fearching, find out God ? — wouldft thou know 
the Almighty to perfedion ? — 'Tis as high as 
heaven, What canft thou do? — 'tis deeper 
than heU, how canft thou know it ? 

Could we but fee the myfterious workings 
of providence, and were we able to compre- 
hend the whole plan of his infinite wifdom and 
goodnefs, which poflibly may be the cafe in 
the final confummation of all things ; — thofe 
events, which we are now fo perplexed to ac- 
count for, would probably exalt and magnify 
his wifdom, and make us cry out with the A- 
poftle, in that rapturous exclamation, — O! 
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the depth of the riches both of the goodneis 
and wifdom of God ! — how unfearchable are 
his ways, and his paths paft finding oat ! 
Now to God, etc 
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The Ingratitude of I£rael. 
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or ftrength and policy of the enemy, or an 
unfeafonable provocation given, — or that pro- 
per meafurcs of defence were neglefted ; — he 
traces it up, in one word, to its true caufe : — 
For fo it was, fays he, that the children of 
Ifrael had finned againft the Lord their God, 
•who brought them up out of the land of E- 
gypt. — It was furely a fufficient foundation to 
dread fome evil, — that they had (inned againft 
that Being, who had an unqueftionable right 
to their obedience. — But what an aggravation 
was it — that they had not only finned fimply 
againft the truth, but againft the God of mer- 
cies, — who had brought them forth out of the 
land of Egypt; — ^who not only created, up- 
heldy and favoured them with fo many ad- 
vantages in common with the reft of their fel- 
low-creatures, — ^but who had been particular- 
ly kind to them in their misfortunes; — ^who, 
when they were in the houfe of bondage, in 
the moft hopelefs condition, without a profped 
of any natural means of redrefs, *had compaf- 
fionately heard their cry^ and took pity upon 
the afflidions of a diftreifed people, — and, by 
a chain of miracles, delivered them from fer- 
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vitude and oppreflion ; — ^miracles of fo ftupcn- 
dous a nature, that I take delight to oflFer 
them, as often as I have an opportunity, to 
your devouteft contemplation. — This, you 
would think as high and as complicated an ag- 
gravation of their fins as could be urged. — 
This was not all; — for befides God's goodnefs 
in firft favouring their miraculous efcape, a 
feries of fucceiTes, not to be accounted for 
from fecond caufes, and the natural courfe of 
events, had crowned their heads in fo remark- 
able a manner, as to afford an evident proof, not 
only of his general concern for their welfare, 
but of his particular providence and attach- 
ment to them above all people upon earth.-^ 
In the wildemefs he led them like fheep, and 
kept them as the apple of his eye : — ^he fuffer- 
ed no man to do them wrong, but reproved 
even kings for their fake. — ^When they enter- 
ed into the promifed- land, — ^no force was a- 
ble to ftand before them ; — when in pofTeilion 
of it, — no army was able to drive them out ; 
— and in a word, nature, for a time, was dri- 
ven backwards to ferve them ; and even the 
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Sun itfelf had ftood ftill in the midd of heayen 
to fccure their vidories. 

A people with fo many teftimonies of God's 
favour, who had not profited thereby, fo as 
to become a virtuous people, muft have been 
utterly corrupt ; — and fo they were. — And it 
is likely, from the many fpecimens they had 
given, in Mofes's time, of a difpodtion to for- 
get God's benefits, and upon every trial to 
rebel againft him, — he forefaw they would 
certainly prove a thanklefs and unthinking 
people, exti*emely inclined to go aftray and do 
evil ; — and therefore, if any thing was likely 
to bring them back to tliemfeJves, and to con- 
llder the evils of their mifdoings, — it muft be 
the dread of fbme temporal calamity, which, 
he prophetically threatened, would one day 
or other befal them : — hoping, no doubt, — 
that if no principle of gratitude could make 
them an obedient people, — at Icaft they nxight 
be wrought upon by the terror of being reduc- 
ed back again by the fame all-powerful hand 
to their firft diftrefled condition; — which, in 
the end, did adually overtake them. — For at 
Jength, when neither the alternatives of pro- 
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TOifes or threatenings, — when neither rewards 
or corre«5lions, — comforts or afHidllons, could 
foften them ; — when continual inftrudtions, — 
warnings, — invitations, — ^reproofs,— miracles, 
— ^prophets and holy guides, had no eflPedl, 
but inftcad of making them grow better, ap- 
parently made them grow worfe, — God's pa- 
tience at length withdrew, — and he fuflPered 
them to reap the wages of their folly, by let- 
ting them fall into the ftate of bondage from 
whence he had firft raifed them ; — and that 
not only in that partial inftance of thofe in Sa- 
maria, who were taken by Hofea, — but, I mean, 
in that more general inftance of their over- 
throw by the army of the Chaldeans;— where- 
in he fuffered the whole nation to be led away, 
and carried captive into Nineveh and Babylon. 
—We may be aflured, that the hiftory of God 
Almighty's juft dealings with this froward and 
thoughtlefs people — ^was not wrote for no- 
thing ; — but that it was given as a loud call 
and warning of obedience and gratitude, for 
all races of men to whom the light of revela- 
tion (hould hereafter reach : — and therefore I 
have made choice of this fubjed, as it feems 
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likely to fumifli fome reflexions feafonable for 
the beginning of this week, — ^^vhich fhbuld be 
devoted to fuch meditations as may prepare 
and fit OS for the folemn faft which we are 
ihortly to obferve, and whofe pious intention 
will not be anfwered by a bare aflembling our- 
felves together, without making fome religi- 
ous and national remarks fuitable to the occa- 
fion. — Doubtlefs, there is no nation which e- 
ver had fo many extraordinary reafons and fu- 
pernatural motives to become thankful and 
virtuous, as the Jews had; — which, befides 
the daily bleflSngs of God's providence to them, 
has not received fufficient blefllngs and mercies 
at the hands of God, fo as to engage their 
beft fervices, and the warmeft returns of gra- 
titude they can pay. 

There has been a time, may be, when they 
have been delivered from fome grievous cala- 
mity, — from the rage of peftilence or famine, 
— from the edge and fury of the fword, fi'om 
the fate and fall of kingdoms round them ; — 
they may have been preferved by providential 
difcoveriesof glots and defigns againft the well- 
being of their dates, or by critical turns and 
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revoludons in their favour wheo beginning to 
Gsxk, — ^By fome ilgnal interpoiltlon of God's 
providence, they may have refcued their li- 
berties, and all that was dear to them, from 
the jaws of fome tyrant ; — or may have pre- 
fervcd their religion pure and uncornipted, 
when all other comforts failed them. — If o- 
ther countries have reafon to be thankful to 
God for any one of thefe mercies,— much more 
has this of ours, — which, at one time or other, 
has received them all; — infomuch that our 
hiftory, for this Jaft hundred years, has fcarce 
been any thing but the hiftory of our deliver- 
ances and God's bleffings ; — and thefe in fa 
complicated a chain, fuch as were fcarce ever 
vouchfafed to any people befides, except the 
Jews ; — and with regard to them, though in- 
ferior in the ftupendous manner of workings 
yet no way fo— in the extenfive goodnefs of 
their effe^, and the infinite benevolence and 
power which muft have wrought them for us. 
Here then let us ftop to look back a moment, 
and enquire what great effeds all this has had 
upon our fins, and how far worthy wc have 
lived of what we have received. 
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A ftranger, when he heard that this ifland 
had been fo favoured by heaven, — fo happy in 
our laws and religion, — fo flourifhing in our 
trade, — and fo blefTed in our lituation, — and 
fo vifibly proteiflcd in all of them by provi- 
dence, — would conclude, that our morals had 
kept pace with thefe blefllngs, and would ex- 
pe6t that, as we were the mod favoured by 
God Almighty, we muft be the mod virtuous 
and religious people upon earth. 

Would to God, there was any other reafon 
to incline one to fuch a belief! — would to God, 
that the appearance of religion was more fre- 
quent ! for that would neceflarily nnply the 
reality of it fomewhere, and moft probably in 
the greateft and moft refpedlable charaders of 
the nation. — Such was the fituation of this 
country, till a licentious king introduced a li- 
centious age,' — ^The court of Charles the II. 
firft brake in upon, and, I fear, has almoft 
d^rnoliihed the out^ works of religion, of mo- 
deity, and of fober manners; — fo that, inftead 
of iiny real marks of religion amonglt us, you 
lee ihoufands who are tired with carrying the 
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made of it, — and have thrown it afi'de as a 
ufelefs incumbrance. 

But this ILcentiouihefs, he will ^ay, may be 
chiefly owing to a long courfe of profperity,' 
which is apt to corrupt mens minds. — God has 
fince tried you with afflidions ; — you have had 
lately a bloody and expenfive war ; — God has 
fent, moreover, a pelHlence amongft your cat- 
tle, which has cut off the ftock from the fold, 
and left no herd in the ftalls ; — befides, — you 
have juft felt two dreadful ihocks in your me- 
tropolis of a moft terrifying nature ; — which, 
if God's providence had not checked and re- 
ftrained within fome bounds, might have o- 
verthrown your capital, and your kingdom 
with it. 

Surely, he will fay, — all thefe warnings 
muft have awakened the confciences of the 
moil unthinking part of you, and forced the 
inhabitants of your land, from fuch admoni- 
tions, to have learned righteoufnefs. — I own, 
this is the natural effeft, — and, one fhould 
hope, fhould always be the improvement from 
fuch calamities; — for we often find, that 
numbers of people, who, in their profperity 
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feemed to forget God,-— do yet remember him 
in the days of trouble and diftrefs ; — ^yet, con- 
(ider this nationally, — we fee too fuch cfFed 
from it, as, in fed, one would expeft from 
fpeculation. 

For inftance, with all the devaftation and 
bloodihed which the war has occafioned, — 
how many converts has it made eirher to vir- 
tue or frugality ? — The peftilence amongft our 
cattle, though it has diftreffed, and utterly 
undone, fo many thoufands ; — ^yet what one 
vifible alteration has it made in the com-fe of 
our lives ? 

And though, one would imagine, that the 
neceffary drains of taxes for the one, and the 
lofs of rent and property from the other, 
*— ihould, in fome meafure, have withdrawn 
the means of gratifying our pafHons as we have 
done 5 — yet what appearance is there amongft 
us that it is fo ?— what one fafhionable folly 
or extravagance has been checked ? — Are not 
the fame expences of equipage, and furniture, 
and drefs,-— the fame order of diverfions, per- 
petually returning, and as great luxury and 
epicuiifm of eatcrtabments, as in the moft 
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profperous conditioii ?— So that, though the 
head is fick, and the whole heart is faint, we 
all affe^ to look; well in the face, either as if 
nothing had happened, or we were afhamed 
to acknowlege the force and natural effeds of 
the chaftifements of God. — And if, from the 
eflFeds which war and pelHlence have had, — 
we may form a judgment of the moral effedls 
which this laft terror is likely to produce, — 
it is to be feared, however we might be ft art- 
led at firft, — that the impreffions will fcarce laft 
longer than the inftantaneous (hock which occa- 
fioned them : — And I make no doubt, — Ihould 
a man have courage to declare his opinion, — 
" That he believed it was an indication of 
God's anger upon a corrupt generation," — that 
it would be great odds but he would be pitied 
for his weaknefs, or openly laughed at for hh 
fuperftition. — Or if, after fuch a declai-ation,— 
he was thought worth fetting right in his mi- 
ft^kes, — he would be informed, — that religion 
had nothing to do in explications of this kind ; 
— that all fuch violent vibrations of the earth 
were owing to fubterraneous caverns falling 
down of themfelvcs, or being blown up by nr- 
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trous and fulphureoos vapours rarified by 
heat ; — and that it was idle to bring in the 
Deity to untie the knot, when it can be refolv- 
ed eaiily into natural caufes. — Vain unthink- 
ing mortals! — As if natural caufes were any 
thing elfe in the hands of God, — but inftru- 
ments which he can turn to work the purpofes 
of his will, either to reward or punilh, as feems 
fitting to his infinite wifdom, . 

Thus no man repenteth him of his wicked- 
nefs, faying, — What have I done ? — but every 
one tumeth to his courfe, as a horfe rufheth 
into the battle. — To conclude, however we 
may under-rate it now, — it is a maxim of e- 
temal truth, — which both reafonlngs and all 
accounts from hiftory confirm, — that the wick- 
ednefs and corruption of a people will fooner 
or later always bring on temporal mifchiefs 
and calamities. — ^And can it be otherwife ? — 
for a vicious nation not only carries the feeds 
of deftruftion within, from the natural work- 
ings and courfe of things, — but it lays itfelf 
open to the whole force and injury of acci- 
dents from without ; — and I do venture to fay, 
— there never was a nation or people fallen in- 
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to troubles or decay, — ^but one might julUy 
leave the fame remark upon them which the 
facred hiilorian makes in the text upon the 
misfortunes of the Ifraelites, — for fo it was,— 
that they had finned againil the Lord their 
God.- 

Let us, therefore, conftantly bear in mind 
that conclufion of the facred writer, — ^which I 
(hall give you in his own beautiful and awful 
language : 

** But the Lord, who brought yon up out 
of the land of Egypt, with great power and a 
ftretched-out arm, him fhall ye fear, and him 
fhall ye worfhip, — ^and to him fhall ye do fa- 
crifice : — And the ftatutes, and the ordinances, 
and the commandments he wrote for you, ye 
fhall obferve to do for evermore. — ^Thc Lord 
your God ye fliall fear, — and he fhall deliver 
you out of th^ hand of all your enemies." 

Now, to God the Father, etc. 



THE END, 







Digitized by Google 



J 



d by Google 



Digitized by Google 



d by Google 



NCV 2 3 1942 



Digitized by Google 



